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Hebrews 13:20, 21 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Monday, April 5, “Sheep in need of an invincible risen Shepherd.” 

Read Hebrews 13:20, 21 
Hebrews 13:20, 21 is a prayer. It’s a known as a benediction. The writer of Hebrews is 

praying a closing blessing to remind Christians that God raised the Lord Jesus up from the 
dead to be our great Shepherd who will save, lead, protect, and empower His sheep all 

the way to glory. One of the craziest things about being human is that all of us are like 
sheep who are weak and needy, but we try to give the impression that we’re strong and 

self-sufficient.  We’re like the emperor in the familiar story “The Emperor’s New Clothes”, 
proudly strutting down the street thinking we’ve got a stunning new wardrobe, when in 

fact we’re stark naked. Pick any area of life that you wish, and the conclusions are the 
same: you are weak, vulnerable, and needy, unable to live the Christian life in your own 

strength. Emotionally, maybe you’re doing great today, but tomorrow a series of problems 
hit you, and you are shattered. Nothing in this life is a sure basis for security — except for 

the risen Shepherd! He designed it that way so that we would be driven to look to Him, 
trusting Him for every need. The main blessing which the author of Hebrews is 

pronouncing on you is that God, through Christ, will equip you with everything that you 

need in order to live the life that He has called you to live. Jesus didn’t save you from your 
sins and then say to you, “Okay, you’re on your own. Go do the best you can. Go live the 

Christian life.” God saved you and equipped you and that is good news. 
• Read Hebrews 13:20, 21. Who brought back from the dead the Lord Jesus? Why do 

you think Jesus is called the Great Shepherd of the sheep here? What does this imply 
for God’s people? 

• Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:20, 21  
• Prayer:  Praise You Jesus, for being the risen, great Shepherd, carrying Your sheep all 

the way home. 
 

Tuesday, April 6, “One powerful punch.”   Read Hebrews 13:20, 21 
Saint Augustine’s Confessions contains a prayer that says to God, “Command what You 

will and give what You command.” What Augustine is saying is, “Lord, tell me to do 
anything that You want, as long as You’ll help me do it. Please don’t command me to do 

something and then withhold from me Your power that I need in order to do what You’ve 

commanded because I’ve got a fickle heart. Lord, I’m prone to want to do it my way. So, 

MEMORY VERSE:  Hebrews 13:20, 21 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SONG OF THE MONTH: It Was Finished Upon That Cross 
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when You command me to do something, give me the ability to do what You command.” 
The writer of Hebrews comes alongside a prayer like this with encouraging words: “May 

the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight.” 

Hebrews 13 reminds you that it is the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ which is 
at work in you in order that you can live the Christian life. By the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, God equips us to live as He wants us to live. Do you know how many times the 
writer of Hebrews mentions the resurrection of Jesus? One! It’s right here. He’s waited 

until the end of the epistle. He’s saved it up like a preacher holding back his best powerful 
punch for his final point. Now, with full force He points to the resurrection of the Great 

Shepherd. Dear Christian, the power of the resurrection of Jesus is at work in you by the 
pleasure of the Father through the Holy Spirit to save you. Christ’s resurrection is also 

how you’re equipped for every good work so that you can live the Christian life. 
• In Hebrews 13:20, 21 name the benefits to believers that come from God raising Jesus 

from the dead. Discuss what these benefits might mean to you. 

• Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:20, 21 
• Prayer: Father, thank You for raising Jesus from the dead and making certain my 

sanctification. 
 

Wednesday, April 7, “Jesus saves and empowers.”     Read Hebrews 13:20, 21 
If God made the greatest provision for us while we were yet sinners, won’t He now provide 

all that we need to live for Him and serve Him for His glory? This is what Hebrews 13:20, 
21 encourages us with. Imagine the parents of a newborn baby bringing their little bundle 

home from the hospital. They carry him from room to room, explaining, “There’s the 
refrigerator. Help yourself when you’re hungry. There’s the bathroom. It’s all there for 

you: toilet, shower, sink. Your bedroom is in here. Just make sure that you change the 
sheets each week and make your bed. If you ever need anything, let us know. We’ll see 

what we can do.” Now, I hope that no earthly parents would ever think of doing that to a 
newborn. The good news is, God does not do that either. Romans 8:32 says, “He who did 

not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him 

freely give us all things?” The Christian life is all about God’s glory and the glory of Jesus 
the Lamb of God, who gave Himself for our sins. The death and resurrection of Jesus saves 

God’s people and then fills them with a desire and power to live daily to glorify God for 
His great salvation. God created you so that you would live to glorify Him by enjoying Him 

forever. 
• Why does the death and resurrection of Jesus guarantee a changed life for God’s glory? 

Read Philippians 2:13 and 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24. What do these verses say about 
how lives are changed by the gospel? 

• Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:20, 21 
• Prayer: Jesus, not only did you save me, but You are also changing me. Help me to 

rest in Your work. 
 

Thursday, April 8, “Accomplished.”    Read Hebrews 13:20, 21 
What does the word “accomplish” mean? Maybe you are trying to clean the house. You 

make a list of everything that needs done: Pick up the toys and clothes, do the dishes, 

mop the floor, clean the windows, disinfect the counters, brush out the toilets, etc. Once 
those things on your list are completed, you can say that you “accomplished” your task. 

When you graduate from school, you have “accomplished” your education. “Accomplished” 
means to finish, complete, or master something. When we use the word accomplish in 
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relation to Jesus’s saving work on the cross and in the resurrection, the meaning is this: 
to accomplish something means to cause it to happen in that very hour, or to make certain 

that it will happen at some time in the future. Isaiah 46:9, 10 says “I am God, and there 
is no other; I am God, and there is none like me saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I 

will accomplish all my purpose.’” When God says He will accomplish something it is to 
emphasize that it cannot fail! “I am God, and this is what it means to be God: I speak, 

and I accomplish what I speak.” Accomplish means to do whatever it takes to make 
something certain, start to finish. The writer of Hebrews 13:20, 21 wants us to know with 

great certainty that with the death and resurrection of Jesus, He guarantees that all God’s 
people have absolutely everything we need to be saved (justification) and to glorify God 

with our lives (sanctification) while being eternally happy in Him. 
• Define the word “accomplished”. What did the death and resurrection of Jesus 

accomplish according to Hebrews 13:20, 21? 
• Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:20, 21 

• Prayer: Praise be to Jesus Christ for accomplishing the work of my salvation and 

sanctification. To You be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Friday, April 9, “He is everything!”    Read Hebrews 13:20, 21 
What powerful words we find in Hebrews 13:20, 21! Another way to say it would be the 

way Paul says it in Romans 8:30: “And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” In 

other words, those whom Christ saves He sanctifies. It is done. He is going to do it. Instead 
of thinking Christ died only to secure my salvation (justification) and now I have to work 

to show that I am saved, rather think like this: Christ died to make my salvation absolutely 
certain, and Christ died to make my changed life (sanctification) absolutely certain. 

Therefore, I can rest in Christ and His work not as just a past oriented resting, but rather 
it is a past and present and future oriented resting. Hebrews 13:20, 21 wants us to be 

absolutely certain of His sanctifying work, as well as his justifying work. Because Jesus 
rose from the dead, those who are found “in Him” have a guaranteed result that their life 

will change! Philippians 1:6 says it this way: “Being confident of this very thing, that He 

who has begun a good work in you is faithful to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” It 
is a glorious thing that the death and resurrection of Jesus that saves us is the guarantee 

of the future grace that will also get us home to heaven through sanctification. Rest in 
Christ’s work! Give glory to Him! He is everything! 

• Read Romans 8:30 and Philippians 1:6. How do these verses guarantee, with certainty 
that God will change those He saves? What are some areas in your life that have 

changed? 
• Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:20, 21 

• Prayer: Father, thank You for saving me and changing me more into the image of 
Christ. 

 
Saturday, April 10, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read Genesis 3 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. 

Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy 

Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


