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Genesis 1:1-31 

1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse[a] in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” 7 And God made[b] the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 
were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven.[c] And there was evening and there was 

morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 

And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth,[d] and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants[e] yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them 
be for signs and for seasons,[f] and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give 

light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds[g] fly above the earth across the 

expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to 
their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man[h] in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them. 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 
the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

MEMORY VERSE:  Genesis 1:1 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 

SONG OF THE MONTH: All Of Our Tomorrows 
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Monday, January 11, “Precise words.”   Read Genesis 1:1-31 
When God created the heavens and the earth, He laid the foundations for order and complexity, 

from the atmosphere on earth to the hydrosphere in the heavens. From God's initial creative act 
came life and light, marriage and families, languages and peoples, governments, cultures, 

civilizations, science and music, and everything upon which life is founded.  There is so much 
“order” in the origins of the things we see that it is evident that there was an intelligent designer, 
a divine Creator.  Psalm 14:1 says, “The fool has said in his heart, “there is no God.”  Despite the 

declaration of God’s mighty power from the heavens above and the powerful testimony of the 
earth beneath, humanity rejects God and comes up with their own version of the origins of all 

things.  But God’s eternal power and divine nature are clearly seen throughout the amazing 
precision, breath-taking complexity, and delicate intricacies of His creation.  Romans chapter one 
announces that evidence of God is known through the inner conscience of man, so that men are 

left without excuse.  When we read the written Word of God, it declares the undeniable truth that, 
"in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth" by the power of His own precise words.  

Oh, the power of God’s spoken WORD, the authority of His written WORD, the wonder of His living 
WORD, and the grace of the Incarnate WORD…In the beginning God! 
• Read Gen. 1:1-31. How did God create? (by His voice…”and God said.”) Read Psalms 29:1-11.  

What is the prominent “cause” of everything happening in these verses? What does this say 
about the importance of God’s words? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 
• Prayer:  Lord, thank You that we can trust Your words. Your words are always true and 

powerful. 
 
Tuesday, January 12, “God is now here.”    Read Genesis 1:1-5 

R.W. DeHaan tells the story of an unbelieving lawyer who had a plaque on his office wall that read:  
“GOD IS NOWHERE”. His wife and young daughter were meeting him at his office for lunch one 

day when the small girl passed the time by copying that motto over and over on a piece of paper. 
Unintentionally she spaced the letters in a way that completely changed their meaning. Adding a 
space between the letters W and H, she wrote, “GOD IS NOW HERE”.  The letters on the sign in 

the attorney's office now could be read in two different ways, but only one meaning is actually 
true. Many people look at God's mighty handiwork in the universe and think that it simply says, 

"wild chance." But others see it as saying, "wise Creator."  Obviously, I believe the Bible gives us 
the right interpretation. Those who see God as NOW HERE instead of NOWHERE are the ones who 
know how to really read the sign.  As we read the opening chapter of Genesis 1, it proclaims the 

message that God is now here! William Cowper said it right when he wrote, “Nature is but a name 
for an effect whose cause is God.” 

• Why would anyone want to deny God? What do the actions of God in Genesis 1 convey to the 
reader about the nature of God? What major attribute of God would you say is manifested in 
Genesis 1? 

• Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 
• Prayer:  God You are eternal. You have always been, and You will always be. You alone are 

God. 
 
Wednesday, January 13, “Look to the watermelon.”   Read Genesis 1:1-5 

For some, they cannot fathom how anyone could believe that an intelligent designer, a Sovereign 
Creator could fashion all that there is by the simple command of His voice.  Those who are “lofty” 

in their thinking need only look to the watermelon patch. The average watermelon weighs about 
thirty pounds. If you collected the majority of the seeds from just one melon and weighed them, 
you might find that it takes nearly five thousand seeds to make just a few pounds. If you plant 

just one of those little seeds in the ground, under the influence of sunshine and rain, it will sprout 
and grow into a healthy vine. That plant could produce fruit that equals about two hundred 

thousand times its own weight. From that one seed there are many tiny stems that force all the 
material into its fruit to build a watermelon. The watermelon has a covering of green; within that, 
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a rind of white; and within that, a core of red. Scattered on the inside are more seeds. Each seed 
is capable of doing the same work all over again. Is this chance? What architect drew this plan? 

Where did that little watermelon seed get its tremendous power? Where did it find its flavoring 
and its coloring? Until we can explain a watermelon, we dare not underestimate the power of the 

Almighty Creator. In supplying us with these wonders the Lord has shown us His infinite wisdom 
and power. Viewing the wonders of God, as witnessed by even a single watermelon, we are 
amazed at His marvelous handiwork. In humble adoration we exclaim with the psalmist, "In 

wisdom You have made them all." 
• What are some of the most interesting things God created?  What makes them interesting? 

How does the order and structure of nature point to a Creator, rather than random chance? 
• Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 
• Prayer: Praise You Lord, for making all things with wisdom and purpose to reflect Your glory. 

 
Thursday, January 14, “By faith we know that the earth came into existence.”  

Read Genesis 1:1-5 
God creates so that He may be worshipped! In Job 38:4-7 God questions Job to help him 
understand who He is: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 

have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the 
line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars 

sang together, and all the angels of God shouted for joy?” Consider God’s truth on the wonder of 
this world’s beginning. There was a time when our universe did not exist. There was no matter, 

no energy, and no time. Then God spoke into being what we now see (Genesis 1). In response, 
angelic worship resounded from the heavenly places. Even the stars sang praise to the glory of 
God. By faith we know that the earth came into existence through the creative power of God (Heb. 

11:3). Some scientists may accuse us of being naive because we believe the creation story as 
recorded in the Bible, yet they are inconsistent in making such a charge because they also arrive 

at their position by faith. Their faith is based on their own limited observation and fallible theories. 
That really puts those who reject God at a disadvantage. The basis of their confidence is faulty 
and unreliable. As Christians, we have a distinct advantage: we accept what the Creator Himself 

has declared in the Bible. Our faith is based on what He has proclaimed. We need never be 
ashamed to say that we receive His word by faith. As we gaze into the heavens on a starry night, 

worship that began with angels should resonate in our own hearts to God’s glory. 
• Read Job 38:4-7. Who is talking in this text? What were the stars doing at the creation of the 

world? What were the angels (sons of men) doing? What is God helping us to understand from 

these verses? 
• Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 

• Prayer: Father, thank You for the gift of faith that opens my understanding to You as the 
Creator. 

 

Friday, January 15, “The wonder of creativity.”    Read Genesis 1:1-5 
Are you creative? Have you ever thought about creativity? Listen to a really great song: thought-

provoking lyrics, unforgettable melody, amazing instrumental accompaniment, sung by an 
enjoyable voice. We all have our favorite songs. Have you ever tried to write a song? You pick up 
an instrument and strum, hum a melody, or sit at a piano and plunk away. Then you grab a piece 

of paper and write down some lyrics. It’s a gifted and creative person who’ll come up with anything 
halfway worthwhile. Thinking up something from nothing, something good, something beautiful, 

is not easy! And really, none of us starts with nothing. God gave us voices and hands and brains 
to start with. God provides instruments and God created our ears to hear. God is truly the only 
one who starts with nothing! He alone is the divine Creator. God’s creativity is astounding. The 

only reason we can create at all is because we were made in His likeness. Trying our own hand at 
being creative can help us not to take God’s creativity for granted. Even a man and a woman’s 

ability to bring new life into the world is a gift from God. The wonder of which we sense when we 
hold a newborn baby in our arms. Humanistic thinkers say that there was no need for a Creator, 
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that all the wonders around us came into being simply by chance and then governed by the natural 
processes of physics and chemistry. Try saying that about the sculptures of Michelangelo! 

• How would you answer someone who said that the early chapters of Genesis are just a bunch 
of religious myths? How would you respond to someone who said, "To accept Genesis 1:1 

requires a leap of faith"? 
• Memory Verse: Genesis 1:1 
• Prayer: Oh God, Your creation causes me to stand in awe of You. Thank You for opening my 

eyes! 
 

Saturday, January 16, Preparing for Sunday Worship 
• Read Genesis 1 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us 

grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us 
joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship. 


