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Acts 27:27-44 

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic 

Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28 So they took a 
sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they took a sounding again and 

found fifteen fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four 
anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking 

to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat into the sea under pretense of 
laying out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless 

these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the 

ropes of the ship's boat and let it go. 

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is 
the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken 

nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not 
a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 35 And when he had said these things, 

he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to 
eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all 

276 persons in the ship.) 38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the 

ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 

39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a 

beach, on which they planned if possible to run the ship ashore. 40 So they cast off the 

anchors and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the 
rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. 41 But striking a 

reef,[h] they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and remained immovable, and the 
stern was being broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest 

any should swim away and escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them 
from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first 

and make for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was 

that all were brought safely to land. 

 

Monday, October 26, “Walk by faith.”   Read Acts 27:27-32  

Have you ever experienced the pain of stubbing your toe on a piece of furniture in the 
dark or stepping on a Lego in your bare feet? Something so small can render us useless 

for the next fifteen minutes. Most of the time when something like this happens it’s 
because we are not looking where we are going. But what happens when God takes you 

in a direction where you can’t see clearly? In Acts 27 the wayward sailors “see” their 
ship is finally approaching a shoreline. Naturally, they begin to lower the lifeboat to get 

to safety (v. 28-31). But Paul warns that any who venture into the lifeboat will not be 
“safe”. Paul is not offering sound nautical advice because the issue here is not one of 

nautical safety but theology.  God overrides what we think to be “safe” and uses Paul to 

MEMORY VERSE:  Acts 27:35 
And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence 
of all he broke it and began to eat.  

 
SONG OF THE MONTH: Psalm 150 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27882h


communicate His revelation and truth to the sailors in concern for their lives.  
Sometimes our daily walk with Jesus is walking even though we are not confident what 

our next step is. We trust He will put our foot down wherever it needs to be. With God 
we are to walk by faith and not by sight. We are prone to make judgments based on 

what we see, or what we think we know. When everything we do has to be based on 
only what we can see, faith will always be a struggle. How do we walk by faith? It starts 

with understanding the power and sovereignty of God. He is in control and has all the 
means necessary to provide for us. Three hundred sixty-five times in the Bible it tells us 

“Do not Fear.” Most of the time it is followed by “I am with you.” Sometimes God will 
lead in a direction where we cannot see the way.  Will you trust Him?  

• Think of situations in your life in which you could not see at the time, but now 
recognize the Lord’s providence and share about it. How can the reality of God’s 

providence change the way we handle trials?  
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:35  

• Prayer: Father, help me to walk by faith and not by sight.     

  
Tuesday, October 27, “The Lord encourages you, now encourage others.” Read 

Acts 27:33-38  
Discouragement is one of Satan’s greatest tools, causing many Christians to give up and 

fall prey to the sin of worry and anxiousness. As believers, we need to set an 
atmosphere of encouragement in our homes, churches, and in this world. The apostle 

Paul’s experience shows us how to receive encouragement from the Lord in the storms 
of life and then, how to pass God’s encouragement on to others who desperately need 

it. There’s a saying that goes, “Be kind. Everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” 
Those who do not know Christ especially need encouragement. Howard Hendricks said, 

“You cannot impart what you do not possess.” So how do we receive God’s 
encouragement so we can be encouragers? It’s likely that we won’t get a visitation from 

the Lord Himself as the apostle Paul did. We probably won’t get a personal visit from an 
angel either. So how does the Lord bring us encouragement today? The Lord gives 

encouragement to us through His promises, His presence, and His people. You can bank 

on the promises of God. You can be encouraged that He has given His word and He is 
faithful to do it. He also gives the very presence by His Spirit. I’ve never seen the Lord 

or an angel, but I have known He is with me in times of great need, and He will comfort 
me with encouragement. God also surrounds us with His people. Paul did not have to 

face this difficult voyage to Rome alone. He was accompanied by Aristarchus and Luke. 
Paul received encouragement and was an encouragement to the others on the ship.  We 

definitely receive encouragement by being with God’s people. The Lord encourages you, 
now encourage others.  

• Read Acts 27:23-25. How did the Lord encourage Paul in these verses? Read Acts 
27:33-36 How did Paul encourage those sailing with him?  How has the Lord 

encouraged you during difficult times?  
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:35  

• Prayer: Lord, thanks for Your encouragement through Your promises, Your presence, 
and Your people.  

  

Wednesday, October 28, “God is mighty to save.”   Read Acts 27:33-38  
When we’re going through a storm in life, our natural tendency is to focus on ourselves 

and our problems and forget about others and their problems. But Paul didn’t do that. 
He didn’t keep God’s encouragement to himself. He shared it with everyone on board 



the ship, and repeatedly exhorted them to take courage on the basis of God’s 
encouragement to him. God had promised deliverance and that every life would be 

spared. Some of the men on board may have been condemned prisoners, headed to 
Rome to die. Others knew that if something happened where the prisoners escaped, 

their own lives would be taken! Everyone on the boat desperately needed Christ. As 
pagans, if they had made it through the storm, they would have attributed it to good 

luck. If they were “religious” they may have offered sacrifices to their favorite idols. Paul 
wanted to make sure that everyone onboard knew that it was the living God who would 

deliver them.  God had sent an angel to Paul (v. 23-25) to remind him of His promise 
and give him encouragement. As we receive God’s encouragement from God in life’s 

storms, we should encourage others to look to God.  Paul urged the sailors to eat some 
food and said, “not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” He made it clear 

where the source of deliverance came from. His God had promised to save! As we 
receive encouragement from God, we can encourage others to look to God in the storms 

and shipwrecks of life.  

• How have you encouraged others during difficult times? Who can you encourage this 
week? Why can we have the same confidence in the Lord that Paul expresses in these 

verses?    
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:35  

• Prayer: Father, help me to trust Your promises and encourage others because of Your 
faithfulness.  

  
Thursday, October 29, “Are bad times good?”   Read Acts 27:39-44  

Sometimes Christians are asked whether their faith is strong enough to 
withstand storms and shipwreck. As we look at Acts 27:39-44, Paul and his shipmates 

have been going through frightening, relentless storms for two solid weeks. Now the 
ship is getting ready to crash and come apart. Paul is only human and is sustained by 

the presence of the Holy Spirit and the promises of God. He has a sure word from God 
that everyone will survive, but how do you convince someone who doesn’t believe God? 

You don’t! Let God use the shipwreck to bring people to the end of themselves. Watch 

Him fulfill His promises and watch them see His mighty saving hand. Storms and 
shipwrecks can actually work for the benefit of those whom God is bringing to Himself. 

Shipwreck can actually help people see the plans and promises of God more clearly. Bad 
times can be good! In “The Problem of Pain”, C. S. Lewis writes, “God whispers to us in 

our pleasures . . . but shouts in our pains.” If we refuse to listen when He whispers to 
us, He may use shouts and storms and shipwrecks to get our attention. The goodness of 

God is certainly a reason to obey Him, not an opportunity to disobey. But, it’s often in 
the trials that God demonstrates His power and presence most clearly, drawing us to 

Him.  
• Read Acts 27:30, 31. When we’re in stormy season is “jumping ship” a good option 

for how to deal with the situation (Why or why not)? What are ways that we “jump 
ship” in a storm instead of trusting God?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 27:35  
• Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to trust you and listen to wise godly counsel when I go 

through storms.  

  
Friday, October 30, “Happy Adversity.”   Read Acts 27:27-44  

As a little girl sat down to write out a card intending to bring joyful greetings to her 
parents on their wedding anniversary, there was a critical mistake. Instead of writing 



“happy anniversary,” she wrote, “happy adversity.” This “mistake” has become their 
reminder, because “happy adversity” embodies the biblical principle of facing life’s 

storms with joy and hope. In Acts 27 we see that the storms and shipwrecks in life can 
actually be for our benefit as we see the plans and promises of God more clearly. James 

1:2, 3 says “Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience.” From a human perspective, shipwreck in our lives is 

anything but happy. We have the idea that life is supposed to be trouble-free, and we 
see little value in hardship. But God sees it differently. Affliction through storms in life 

does not come as a thief to steal our happiness, but as a friend bringing us spiritual eyes 
to see the power and presence of the mighty Lord who saves. True joy is only found in 

Him. God used this shipwreck in Acts 27 to help the Centurion, the soldiers, and the 
sailors to see that Paul’s God was a living God! He is the one true God who saves.  So, 

don’t be offended if someone wishes you “Happy Adversity” today.  
• What does it mean to “come to the end of ourselves” (1 Pet. 5:5)? Why does God 

sometimes bring “shipwreck” into people’s lives? How was the shipwreck in Acts 27 

and 28 used by God to further the gospel?  
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:35  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to reflect my trust and hope in you during adversity and the 
shipwrecks of life.  

  
Saturday, October 31, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read Acts 28 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. 

Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy 
Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


