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Acts 27:1–26 
And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they delivered Paul and some 

other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort named Julius. 2 And embarking in 
a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we 

put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 3 The next day 

we put in at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his friends 
and be cared for. 4 And putting out to sea from there we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, 

because the winds were against us. 5 And when we had sailed across the open sea along 
the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion 

found a ship of Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7 We sailed slowly for a 
number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind did not allow us to 

go farther, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8 Coasting along it with 
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was the city of Lasea. 
9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even the 
Fast[a] was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyage 

will be with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our 
lives.” 11 But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship 

than to what Paul said. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter 
in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they 

could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both southwest and northwest, and spend 

the winter there. 
13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their 

purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a 
tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down from the land. 15 And when the 

ship was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven 
along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called Cauda,[b] we managed with 

difficulty to secure the ship's boat. 17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to 
undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis, they 

lowered the gear,[c] and thus they were driven along. 18 Since we were violently storm-
tossed, they began the next day to jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw 

the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars 
appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved 

was at last abandoned. 
21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and 

said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and 

incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss 
of life among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before me an 

angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those 

who sail with you.’ 25 So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be 
exactly as I have been told. 26 But we must run aground on some island.” 

MEMORY VERSE:  Acts 27:25 

So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 
 

SONG OF THE MONTH: Psalm 150 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27850a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27857b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27858c


Monday, October 19, “God’s purpose cannot be thwarted, even by powerful 
forces of nature.”  Read Acts 27:1-8  

In the opening verses of Acts 27, the apostle Paul is a prisoner on his way to Rome. He 
leaves Caesarea by boat and is met with storms almost the entire journey. Storms at sea 

can leave a person vulnerable and full of fear. I recently read about one of the most 
unforgettable, worst days of a man’s life that took place in November 1972.  An 82-foot 

Coast Guard Cutter had to go out in 60-mile-per-hour gale-force winds to rescue a man 
and his daughter in their sailboat somewhere beyond Catalina Island off the coast of 

Southern California. Forty-foot waves caused the cutter to tilt so far over that it was bound 
to capsize barring intervention by God.  The propeller came completely out of the water, 

revving the engine to dangerous levels. Then the whole boat would shudder while being 
forced back in the other direction. Desks, chairs, and cabinets inside the cabin shifted from 

side to side with each roll. The only thing that kept the author who was an officer 
aboard from being scared to death was the thought, “You never read about Coast Guard 

vessels going down in bad storms.”  After nine hours of intense waves and high winds, 

the Coast Guard saved the man and his daughter, who would have died. If you’ve ever 
been in a terrible storm at sea in a smaller vessel, you can identify with Luke’s description 

of the violent sea storms in Acts 27.  Why does Luke go to such lengths to describe the 
details of this event? Against the human helplessness of this frightening adventure stands 

the sovereign hand of God, who had promised Paul that he would testify in Rome. Luke’s 
main purpose is to show that God’s purpose cannot be thwarted, even by such powerful 

forces of nature.  
• Read Acts 27:1-8. What clues do you find in these verses indicating that the sailing 

was not easy? Have you ever been on a boat on the ocean? What was it like? What 
would you consider to be “a storm” in life?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 27:25   
• Prayer: Father, thank You that You are Master over the mighty seas.     

  
Tuesday, October 20, “God was in control. He always is!”   Read Acts 27:9-20  

The biblical doctrine of God’s sovereignty over all things is one of the most practical truths 

for us to apply in times of trial. There are those who teach that it is not God’s will when 
tragedy comes. I have even been to funerals where the pastor declares that the person’s 

death was not God’s plan!  Psalm 139:16 says, “Your eyes saw my unformed 
substance and in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed 

for me, when as yet there was none of them” When people say that tragedy, trial, and 
painful circumstances never come from God, they misunderstand scripture. They may be 

trying to make God look good and to comfort grieving family members, but they 
do neither! God is sovereign and not at the mercy of some greater power that got the 

upper hand! It hardly gives comfort to the grieving and hurting to think that somehow 
God was momentarily overpowered just when they needed Him most! It is far more 

comforting to believe what the Bible teaches, that God is absolutely sovereign over 
everything that takes place, even over the most tragic events in history (Romans 8:28).  

When things are out of our control, they are never out of God’s control! In Acts 27 the ship 
was out of control, at the mercy of this fearsome storm. The men traveling with Paul were 

completely out of control and helpless. They had no compass and couldn’t see the sun or 

stars. They were stranded in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. But God was in 
control. He always is! This storm did not take Him by surprise. He is also with you right 

now. Your times are in His hands.  



• Read Psalm 139:16. What does this verse mean? Is God sovereign over the days of 
our life? What other verses support your answer? How would a verse like this help you 

through the storms of life?  
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:25  

• Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for leading and helping people through the difficult 
storms of life.  

  
 

Wednesday, October 21, “Storms don’t necessarily mean we are out of God’s 
will.” Read Acts 27:21-26  

Sometimes when we find ourselves in the midst of a sudden storm in life, we wonder if 
we’ve done something wrong. We wonder if God is out to get us or if we’re out of God’s 

will. It’s possible, especially if we got into the storm because of our disobedience to God 
or sin in our lives. Consequences do come because of our sin, yet it’s possible that we are 

exactly where God wants us to be. The Lord had told Paul that he would testify for Him in 

Rome (23:11), but He had not bothered to mention the little detail of this storm and 
shipwreck! In Matthew 14 Jesus miraculously feeds 5,000 plus people on a hillside in 

Galilee. Immediately afterwards He “made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of 
Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.” The word “made,” means “to 

compel by force or persuasion.” In other words, Jesus sent them directly into a storm at 
sea! He knew that the storm was coming, but He wanted to teach them His power over 

storms by walking to them on the water. So even though they were in a fierce storm, they 
were precisely in the will of God for them at that moment.  God’s will for His children 

sometimes includes storms. When we go through storms, it doesn’t necessarily mean we 
are out of God’s will. It means He is wanting to show His power and provision as a faithful, 

loving Savior.  
• Read Matthew 14:14-27. In verse 22 who told the disciples to get in the boat and go 

to the other side of the lake? Do you believe Jesus would intentionally send his disciples 
into a storm? Into difficulty? Why?    

• Memory Verse: Acts 27:25  

• Prayer: Father, thank You that you lead us into circumstances beyond our control to 
show Your power.  

  
Thursday, October 22, “A person who trusts God in a storm has a major impact 

on others.”  Read Acts 27:9-12  
Why is it that we think we can cope in life without desperately depending on God? The 

default sinful setting of the flesh is like the title of the old Frank Sinatra song, “I Did It My 
Way.” As long as men can devise human ways of coping with the storms of life apart from 

God, they will do so. The sailors of Acts 27 had heard Paul’s testimony that God would 
deliver them all, but in verse 11 they decided to use their own ingenuity to save 

themselves. Similarly, on a spiritual level, God only has one way of salvation, which is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. People are not capable of saving themselves and cannot add anything 

to the way that He has provided. Because Paul trusted God and bore witness to God’s 
promise of deliverance, the other passengers on that ship heard about God. They saw His 

power to rescue and His provision for their lives. No doubt in the days and winter months 

to follow on Malta, Paul was able to give them the gospel more fully and clearly than he 
could do on board during the storm. One man who trusts God in a storm can have a major 

impact on others who see the reality of God in his life.  



• Who do you know that has gone through difficult storms in life? Who do you see 
demonstrating a calm faithfulness and trust in God during difficult storms? Read Acts 

27:11. Have you ever ignored God’s way?  
• Memory Verse: Acts 27:25  

• Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to trust you and listen to wise godly counsel when I go 
through storms.  

  
Friday, October 23, “God’s people respond differently during a storm.”  

Read Acts 27:21-26  
The storm is intense, the wind is full force, the waves are towering above the ship on 

either side, and fear is the governor of every man’s emotions… and then there’s Paul. In 
Acts 27:22 he says, “I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, 

but only of the ship. For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to 
whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid.” Paul stands out above 

all others in this desperate situation because of his calm faith in God. An angel reminded 

Paul of God’s earlier promise that he would bear witness in Rome, also assuring all on 
board that they would be saved as well. Paul reminded them of his earlier warning, not 

just to say, “I told you so,” but to establish his credibility. He was so certain that they 
would be saved that he encouraged them all to eat some food so that they would have 

the strength to swim to shore (27:34). Paul openly thanked God for the food before they 
ate showing these rough sailors, soldiers, and fellow prisoners his trust in God. God’s 

people respond differently in a storm than those who don’t know and trust God. If we 
want to stand out in a time of trial and point others to God, we’ve also got to have a daily 

walk of seeking God before the trial hits. Daily seek God and His wisdom during normal 
times, and when a storm hits, we will be different than those in the world, because we 

know and trust the Lord over the winds and waves.   
• Look at Acts 27:21-26. In verse 21 why do you think Paul reminded the men that they 

should’ve listened to him earlier? Does Paul’s answer in 21-26 seem to be controlled 
by fear or peace. Why? When you go through storms is your reaction different than 

those who don’t know Christ? How? Why?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 27:25  
• Prayer: Lord, help me to reflect my trust and hope in you during difficult storms.  

  
Saturday, October 24, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read Acts 27 
• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. 

Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy 
Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


