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Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
1“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules[a]—that the LORD your God commanded me 
to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may 
fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. 3 Hear 
therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply 
greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.[b] 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 

Monday, August 10, “More than reciting words.”     Read Deuteronomy 6:3-9  
I learned the books of the Bible to a song. I can recall Debbie and I teaching our kids the same, “Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy… (to the tune of Come Thou Fount)” I can remember my 
family regularly singing this till it was stuck in our heads. It’s good to learn the books of the Bible, and it 
was also a joy watching our children learn verses by memory. I find myself wishing that they don’t just 
learn to rattle off a verse, but that they learn to believe and live out the truth of God. The words of 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 are considered the “Shema”. This is a Hebrew word that means to hear, listen, and 
obey. These verses were recited by the people of Israel daily. The question is, why? Why was it so 
important for the people to hear and remember Gods commands? Deuteronomy 6:4-6 tell us why. God 
wanted them to obey the commands because they reflected His character. That sounds elementary, 
but is it really? God wants a people to reflect His character and His glory. How many good things do we 
know about and never put into action? I know all the benefits of eating healthy and budgeting, but I 
struggle to do them. Acknowledging things that are good to do doesn’t mean we actually do them. God 
wanted more for His people like I want more for my children. He wants more than knowing the right 
things, He wants us to do the right thing with the right “heart attitude”. God wants us to obey Him with 
our whole heart. That will only happen as His grace changes us.  

• What are some verses that you can recite by memory? What does Deuteronomy 6:6 mean?  

• Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:6  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to know and love Your commands. Help me to love You!     
  
Tuesday, August 11, “Why obedience?”      Read Deuteronomy 6:4-6  
 Deuteronomy 6:3 says, “Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with 
you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land 

MEMORY VERSE:  Deuteronomy 6:6 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
 

SONG OF THE MONTH: Nothing Ever Can Nothing Ever Will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy+6%3A1-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5088a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy+6%3A1-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5091b


flowing with milk and honey.” Why should we obey God and do all that He says? Maybe you think of 
the promises of God as a transaction. If you put in a bit of obedience, then God shells out a bit of 
goodness toward me. It is common to think this way because we live in such a transactional world, 
but that is not the nature of scriptures promises. Obedience isn’t the payment for promise. If we get 
the impression God needs us to obey so His plan can unfold then we miss the point of His commands 
and we misunderstand the power of God. God wants us to obey for His glory and our good! When we 
see that God has our greater good in mind, and marvel over Him, it reflects His glory! We’re designed 
to do the things He commands and when we don’t, life feels empty and misaligned. God’s commands 
are the best way to live. I’m not saying they’re the easiest way to live. Exercising is much harder than 
sitting on the couch, but exercising is a better way to live. A failure to apply God’s word to our lives is a 
failure to live the way we were made to live. Learning the words “love the Lord your God” are useless 
unless we have a desire and actually love the Lord our God. Take some time to evaluate the posture of 
your soul toward God’s word. Do you approach scripture with a disposition to obey what you learn?   

• Why should we obey God and do all that He says?   Do you approach scripture with a disposition to 
obey what you learn? Why is it important to God to obey Him because we love Him?  

• Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:6  

• Prayer: Lord, help me to teach Your commands and Your statutes to others.  
  
Wednesday, August 12, “The Lord Is One.”      Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9  
I recently read about a pastor who was given a gift that he uses wherever he lives. It is a small brass 
case that he nails to the doorpost of his front door called a mezuzah. It was a gift from a Jewish 
neighbor and longtime friend in his first residence in a New York City apartment. In the brass case, 
written in Hebrew on sheepskin, are the words of Deuteronomy 6. Altogether, they are called the 
Shema, after the first Hebrew word in this verse: “Hear or listen.” One of the most basic confessions we 
make as believers is: “The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Our God is God alone, exclusive and unique, 
who revealed Himself in creation, then to the people of Israel, and now most completely to all 
peoples in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). He was 
referring to His “oneness” with the heavenly Father—and to Their unity of purpose, Their character of 
love, and Their method of working. “Truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only 
what he sees His Father doing” (John 5:19). The one true God is so different from the mythical gods of 
the nations around Israel. The One true God’s teaching about Himself is simply this: “I am the Lord, and 
there is no other; apart from me there is no God” (Isaiah 45:5). “Shemah” also means obey. To love the 
one true God is to do what He says. To reflect His character and display His ways.  

• Read Deuteronomy 6:4. What does it mean that the Lord is One? Read John 10:30 and John 14:6. 
How do these verses relate to Triune God who is One?  

• Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:6  

• Prayer –Lord, help me to reflect Your character and display Your ways.  
  

Thursday, August 13, “Dangerous to forget.”     Read Deuteronomy 6:4-6  
 Before the invention of cellular phones, a man and his wife were on a road trip through the southern 
states. After stopping for gas in Montgomery, Alabama, Larry drove more than 4 hours before noticing 
he had left something behind—his wife. So, at the next town he pulled over to call the police in 
Montgomery to ask for help in contacting her. He admitted with great embarrassment that he just 
hadn’t noticed her absence. You might ask, “How could Larry forget his wife and drive for 4 straight 
hours before noticing?”  We’re really not much different than Larry in our relationship to God. God’s 



word has to remind us over and over again of who He is and our great need for Him. Deuteronomy is a 
“second” stating of God’s laws, commands, and statutes for His people to remember. Yes, we need 
reminded because we can actually forget the One who created us to know and worship Him. How is 
this possible? Man’s distracted devotion is no surprise to God. Speaking in Deuteronomy 6, God gave 
these instructions: We are to love the one and only God with everything (Dt. 6:4-5). We are to know, 
love and obey His words in such a way that they become a part of what we think and feel and do (Dt 
6:6). We are to transfer this truth and understanding about God to our children and look for 
opportunities to tell them of His love (Dt 6:7). We are to, tangibly and practically, keep reminders and 
put them where they can be easily seen (Dt 6:8-9). Can we put God out of our mind? I’m afraid so. We 
need God’s grace to acknowledge and obey Him continually. It’s the only way of keeping Him in mind.   

• Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9. Does it seem like the Lord only wanted a structured time once a week 
where all the people gathered to worship or was worship a part of everyday life? Explain your 
answer.  

• Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:6  

• Prayer: Father, help me to worship you in all of life.   
  
Friday, August 14, “Parental responsibility.”     Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9  
What admirable quality is common to marmosets, siamangs, sea horses, and jacanas? Here are your 
clues. Marmosets are squirrel-size monkeys. Siamangs are members of the ape family. Sea horses aren’t 
really horses.  And jacanas are robin-size wading birds, sometimes called “lily trotters” because their 
long toes allow them to walk across water on lily pads. What is the connection between these weird 
animals?  The male of each of these species takes care of its young. Deuteronomy 6:1-9 also places the 
responsibility on human fathers when it comes to the spiritual nurturing of their children. Dads have a 
wonderful opportunity to encourage, to warn, to teach, to counsel, and to model the Christian life for 
them. It’s significant that Moses’ instruction in Deuteronomy 6 was directed toward fathers. Verse 7 
especially spells out one task of a father—to teach his children. This sounds like Paul’s statement in 
Ephesians 6:4. He said that fathers should raise their children “in the training and instruction of the 
Lord.” Christian fathers who do this will distinguish themselves from other dads and will be obedient to 
God’s will. Oh, that our children would be intentionally nurtured by dads and moms who love the 
Lord!  A Christlike example is a father's greatest gift to his children.    

• Read Deuteronomy 6:2, 7-9. What is God’s expectation on Fathers in these verses? What was God’s 
plan for His name (glory) to be passed down to future generations? What three ways are mentioned 
here?  

• Memory Verse: Deuteronomy 6:6  

• Prayer: Father, give the parents of Pleasant View grace and desire to obey You in the way of 
parenting.  

 
Saturday, August 15, Preparing for Sunday Worship 

• Read John 17 

• Prayer – Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


