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Monday, May 25, “Mistakes into ministry.”    Read Acts 21:37-40  
John Newton was the master of mistakes. Although he grew up in Christian home, he chose to 
abandon his parents’ faith, reject God, and live for his own fleshly pleasures. As a young man, he 
strayed far from God, indulging in every known vice available to men. He even became involved in the 
lucrative but brutal African slave trade. Little did Newton realize that someday God would save him 
and use all of those mistakes for His glory to shape him into a godly man who would change 
history. Out of Newton’s mistakes, God changed him and gave him the words to the most 
famous hymn the world has ever known: “Amazing Grace”. Out of Newton’s mistakes, God used his 
eyewitness testimony in the British Parliament to help put an end to the slave trade in England. Out of 
Newton’s mistakes, millions of slaves were freed, and many other lives have been blessed 
and changed by his preaching of the gospel. Yes, indeed, God is Sovereign and has the power in 
turning our mistakes into His glorious work. Our sins, past failures, and mistakes don’t have to 
remain! Even when men make mistakes, or our plans fail, God’s Sovereign purposes are never 
thwarted. In Acts 21 and 22 we find Paul arrested and imprisoned because of a questionable decision. 
But God is Sovereign, and He had Paul in chains so he could stand before prominent people and 
share his testimony of how the Lord Jesus saved him. God can turn our mistakes into gospel ministry.  

• How do you see God’s sovereignty in Paul’s arrest and opportunity to share his testimony? (Acts 
9:15)  

• Memory Verse: Acts 22:15  

• Prayer: Father, thank you that ALL things work for good for those who love You and are called by 
You.  

  
Tuesday, May 26, “Religion or relationship?”     Read Acts 22:1-5  
 In Acts 22:3 Paul says, ““I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at 
the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as 
all of you are this day.” I recently saw a website that posted photographs of 20 beautiful 
churches around the world. Located as far apart as Iceland and India, each of them is architecturally 
unique and visually beautiful. The apostle Paul trained to be a Pharisee and lived in Jerusalem a good 
portion of his life. He was very familiar with the most beautiful place of worship in his day, the 
Temple. Ornate buildings, religious traditions, dutiful sacrifices, customs, and even zeal, however, are 
not the things that reconcile us to God. God is not impressed by church buildings constructed in His 
name if there is no inward regeneration in the hearts of those who go there. He is not interested in an 
outward legalistic worship that is not matched by inward desire to be satisfied in God and the beauty 
of His holiness. It is wrong to think that God only blesses people simply because of the religious things 
they do. Just because we’re zealous to read the Bible, pray, and fellowship with other believers 
doesn’t necessarily mean that God is somehow then obligated to do something for us. He cannot be 
manipulated. If anyone could boast about being religiously zealous, it would have been Paul, but God 

MEMORY VERSE:  Acts 22:15   
For you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you have 
seen and heard. 
 

SONG OF THE MONTH:  Christ Will Be My Hideaway 
 

 



changed him from being “religious” and gave him a living “relationship” with the risen Lord!  
A relationship with the Lord empowers us to joyfully live differently than those in the world around 
us.  

• Why is “zeal” for God not enough to reconcile people to God? Why was Paul bringing up his 
heritage, education, and religious zeal?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 22:15  

• Prayer – Father, thank You that every person can be saved through Christ and Christ alone.  
  
Wednesday, May 27, "We can reach heaven from earth—through Christ."  Read Acts 21:21-36  
The apostle Paul was a “religious” man until God opened his eyes and showed him that salvation 
comes by God’s grace and power, not through his merit or free will. In Acts 22:6-9 Paul recounts his 
conversion on the road to Damascus. It’s absurd to think we can get to heaven by our own efforts. 
You might remember longtime radio broadcaster, J. Vernon McGee, who reminded his listeners of the 
impossibility of jumping from the Santa Monica pier in California to Catalina Island, which is 25 miles 
apart. McGee would say, “Now, up to the present, nobody has made it. I know there are some people 
who I’m sure could outjump me, but I’ll tell you this, they won’t make it to Catalina. 
All will come up short.” The Bible says in Romans 3:10, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” If being 
reconciled to God has to do with us, we are all in trouble! Even “good people” don’t measure up to 
God’s holy standards. They need salvation just as much as those who are outwardly immoral. 
We are all sinners just like Paul was. If we think that our own merit or religious zeal will get us to 
heaven, we are deceived. Christ has provided the way for us to be reconciled to God. He became the 
bridge by His own death on the cross for our sin. All who trust the Lord Jesus and His work on behalf 
of their sin, will be reconciled, God sees them as perfect because of what Jesus has done for them. No 
one is able to jump from Santa Monica to Catalina, but we can reach heaven from earth—through 
Christ.  

• How are people reconciled to God? Do we have any merit to bring before God, that He should 
save us? What are some other verses that make it clear that it is God’s grace and not our merit or 
will that saves?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 22:15  

• Prayer: Lord, thank You for Your grace and mercy that saves those who humbly repent and believe 
You.  

  
Thursday, May 28, “Christ who purchased us has the right to possess us.”  Read Acts 22:10, 11  
Paul recounts His conversion in Acts 22:6-8: “About noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone 
around me. And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?’ And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom you are persecuting.’”  One moment Paul was a religiously zealous man out to destroy the 
name of Jesus, and the next minute he humbly recognizes the lordship of Jesus Christ!  In Saul’s 
conversion experience, he recognized Jesus as both Savior and Lord. When the blinding glory of Christ 
stunned Paul and he heard the words, “I am Jesus,” he instantly realized that the One he had been 
persecuting, truly was the Messiah. In the next moment, he cast himself on His mercy. Trembling 
in His divine presence, Paul asked a second question found in Acts 22:10: “Lord, what do You want me 
to do?” He was, as Oswald Chambers puts it, “giving up his right to himself.” Thank God that He sent 
His Son as the Savior of the world, but do you realize that He saved you to use you for His own 
glory? He is both Savior and Lord! Have you asked, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Humbly say to 



Him today, “Lord, I’ll do whatever You ask!” Hymn writer, Frances Ridley Havergal says it well: “Take 
my life and let it be, consecrated, Lord, to Thee; Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of 
Thy love.” Christ who purchased us has the right to possess us.  

• Read Acts 22:6-11. What stands out in these verses? What does Paul call Jesus? What does this 
mean?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 22:15  

• Prayer: Thank You Jesus for saving me. Help me now to follow and obey You. Take my life and use 
me.  

 
Friday, May 29, “God saves us for His purposes and His glory.”   Read Acts 22:12-22  
Have you ever wondered why God saved you? He didn’t save you just so you could have a “good life” 
here on earth. God saved Paul to use him for His glory. Acts 22:14 recounts God’s will for Paul: “The 
God of our fathers appointed you to know His will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice 
from His mouth; for you will be a witness for Him to everyone of what you have seen and 
heard.” God’s will for our lives does not always coincide with our will for ourselves. He wants the 
message of His salvation to go to all the nations on earth. Acts 9:15 says it this way, “Saul is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” While we aren’t all called to 
be frontier missionaries, neither are we called to live selfishly while the peoples of the nations perish 
in darkness. If, like the Jews of Paul’s day, we begin to grow comfortable about being “God’s chosen 
people” and ignore His purpose of reaching the lost, then we’re missing God’s purpose for our lives. 
Every Christian should ask himself, “How does God want me to fit into His purpose of being glorified 
among the nations?” There’s not a lot of “free will” for Paul concerning his future! Thank God that He 
filled Paul with His Spirit and caused Paul’s will to conform to His will! He had an agenda for Paul. God 
saves us for His purposes and His glory, not for our own agendas.  

• Read Acts 22:12-22. What was God’s plan for Paul? How is that played out in Paul’s 
circumstances?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 22:15  

• Prayer: Father thank You for being the Sovereign King. Help me find comfort and confidence in 
Your will.  

  
 Saturday, May 30, Preparing for Sunday Morning Worship 

• Read Acts 22:22-30 

• Prayer: Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Help us to prepare our hearts to hear your 
word.  Reveal your truth to our hearts.  Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our 
souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, 
and worship.  

 
  
 


