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Monday, May 18, “The gospel brings gladness.”  Read Acts 21:15-20 
I recently read of a missionary woman who went overseas to a third world country to teach English in 

a school. She found the atmosphere to be dark, gloomy, and depressing. People did their jobs, but no 

one seemed happy. They never helped or encouraged one another. This dear sister was grateful for all 

that God had done for her and expressed it in everything she did. She smiled. She was friendly. She 

went out of her way to help people. She expressed love in tangible ways. She hummed songs and 

hymns. Most importantly she took every opportunity to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Little by little, as 

she continued to share her joy, the atmosphere at the school changed. One by one people began to 

smile and help each other. When a visiting administrator asked why this school was different from all 

the others, the response was, “Jesus brings joy.” One by one, Jesus saved many in that school. This 

woman’s gospel influence brought a gladness that was filled to overflowing with the joy of the Lord 

spilling over to those around her. Acts 21:17 says, “When we (Paul and his coworkers) had come to 

Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.” When the Saints of God hear about the power of the 

gospel among the peoples there is a gladness in the Holy Spirit that brings unity. The ethnic tension 

among Jews and Gentiles was strong in Paul’s day, but the elders in Jerusalem gladly welcomed Paul 

even as he brought a gift from the “Gentile” churches to help struggling Saints struck by a recent 

famine. The Jerusalem church was “glad” that the gospel bore tangible fruit in the Gentile believers. 

The power of the gospel brings contagious gladness to those who hear it! 

• Why do the effects of the gospel bring gladness to other believers? Have you ever been received 
with gladness as you told about the gospel’s power and work? Tell about it. 

• Memory Verse: Acts 21:19   

• Prayer: Father, thank You for Your people who are glad when they hear the testimony of the 
gospel.  

 
Tuesday, May 19, "Gladness or boredom?”   Read Acts 21:15-20 
Acts 21:18-20 says, “On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were 
present. After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles 
through his ministry. And when they heard it, they glorified God.” Can you imagine sitting at the feet 
of Paul in Jerusalem as he told of the Philippian jail where God shook the chains off his feet and hands 
by His mighty power? Or how the jailer there feared for His life and looked to Paul and Silas beckoning 
them to tell him how to be saved? How about hearing Paul tell the story of the boy in Troas who fell 
out of a window and died while he was preaching, only to be raised to life by the Holy Spirit’s power? 
Or the riot of thousands of people in Ephesus who sought to kill him and yet God caused him to 
escape so the gospel could be preached to the next town? One by one, Paul told the stories to James 
and the Jerusalem elders, of the mighty providential protection of God on his life and how the gospel 

MEMORY VERSE:  Acts 21:19   
After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God 
had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 
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changed the lives of others. God is at work all around us if we have eyes to see and ears to hear. Are 
you filled with gladness or boredom when you hear from others about God’s gospel work? The 
response of James and the elders was to give glory to God! May God fill our hearts, by His grace, to 
rejoice with gladness at the good news of the glorious, life changing, gospel of Christ! 

• Do you have a story of God’s power, help, or work that he has done recently? Share your stories 
and as you listen to each other glorify God! 

• Memory Verse: Acts 21:19   

• Prayer: Lord, help me to listen well to others and glorify You for your work in their lives. 
 
Wednesday, May 20, "Blind Love."   Read Acts 21:21-36 
Have you ever heard the expression “love is blind”? It was possibly Shakespeare who made this 
phrase popular in several of his plays. It can mean, “if you love someone, you cannot see the faults in 
that person.” Or it can mean that you love someone who is misled so much that you remain patient 
and caring and will do whatever it takes because you really want them to change. As we read the 
ending verses of Acts 21, we find Paul doing whatever it takes to win his Jewish kinsman to Christ. He 
has made his way back to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost with his ethnic people. The “word on the 
street” is that Paul is disloyal, unpatriotic heretic. Acts 21:28 says, “This is the man who is teaching 
everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place.” Was Paul really against the Jews, 
against the Law, and against the temple? Paul was Jewish and loved his Jewish kinsmen. The Jewish 
rejection of Jesus caused the Apostle great sorrow. In Romans 9 Paul uses language reminiscent of the 
prophets’ laments over Israel. He expresses his tremendous sorrow for the failure of his ethnic people 
to trust in Christ. He even remarks that he would pray for God to curse him in order to save his fellow 
Jews if it were possible, permissible, and effectual to pray such a prayer. Clearly, Paul had a self-
sacrificial love for his own people that went far beyond anything most of us can imagine. Whether 
wise or foolish, right or wrong, mistake or cunning, the Apostle had a “love is blind” attitude towards 
the Jews and this is likely why he acted as he did in Acts 21.    

• Read Romans 9:1-5. Describe how Paul feels about the Jewish people? What is his concern? What 
are some of the blessings that God worked through the Jews according to Romans 9:4, 5? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 21:19   

• Prayer: Lord, fill me with a love for the people around me. Help me to love them enough to share 
Christ with them. 

 
Thursday, May 21, “Falsely accused.”    Read Acts 21:21-36 
Have you ever had someone “assume” something about you? Have you ever been falsely accused? 
It’s easy to lose control of our emotions when someone who wants to hurt us seems to have gained 
the upper hand. Dan had been falsely accused of stealing and was in danger of losing his job. The 
coworker out to get him was cunning deceiver. Dan was angry and frustrated—angry over the false 
accusation and frustrated because he couldn’t convince his boss to believe him. On one occasion, Dan 
declared vehemently that he was going to destroy his coworker. At other times he thought about 
giving up altogether. His mood would swing back and forth. To be wrongfully hated and bitterly 
attacked is not easy to take, but God has His purposes in our suffering. In Acts 21 Paul had already 
been shown that he would suffer in Jerusalem. Little did he realize at that time that his arrest and 
imprisonment would bring him before an audience of people in authority and high places. And as he 
stood before them, he was able to boast about the Lord Jesus Christ and the gospel. God is our 
Defender! He will either deliver us or give us the strength to endure the wrong. No matter what 



happens we can still be a witness for Him. God will empower us to love even those who wrongly 
accuse us. 

• Have you ever been misrepresented or wrongly accused? How did you respond? What were they 
saying about Paul in Acts 21:21, 28? Was it true? How did Paul respond? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 21:19   

• Prayer: Father, give me your grace and wisdom to respond when I am misrepresented of falsely 
accused. 

 
Friday, May 22, “The purposes of God are fulfilled even when the plans of men fail.”  
Read Acts 21:37-40 
A schoolteacher asked a parent to serve as a chaperone for an upcoming science camp. The parent 
wondered, “How could I be a role model when mistakes fill my past, when I still struggle, stumble, and 
slip in and out of sinful habits? God help me love and raise my son and use me to serve others.” In Acts 
21 did Paul make a mistake by affirming a Jewish Nazarite vow in order to “not” offend the Jews? Was 
he sinning? Was he foolish? Was he wrong? These questions may never be settled here on earth; 
however, the message of the gospel is proclaimed, and the purposes of God are fulfilled even when 
the plans of men fail because He is Sovereign. Sometimes we fail to recognize that God—the only 
perfect One, the only One who can change hearts and lives—transforms us over time. The scriptures 
remind us how Paul was a redeemed sinner like us who everyday grew through on-the-job training. 
God caused him to persevere in faith and use the gifts the Holy Spirit had given him. Paul could be 
courageous because God would help him love and be disciplined as he continued to grow and serve 
those within his sphere of influence. Christ saves and empowers us to honor Him with our lives, not 
because we never make mistakes but because He chooses to love and use us. As we follow Jesus 
daily, He transforms us while using us to encourage others through victories and mistakes as we share 
His love and truth wherever He sends us. 

• Has God ever done something mighty through a mistake or poor decision you’ve made? Tell about 
it. 

• Memory Verse: Acts 21:19   

• Prayer: Father, thank you that ALL things work together for good for those who love You and are 
called by You. 

 
 Saturday, May 23, Preparing for Sunday Morning Worship 

• Read Acts 22:1-21 

• Prayer: Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Help us to prepare our hearts to hear your 
word.  Reveal your truth to our hearts.  Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our 
souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, 
and worship.  

 
 
 


