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Monday, January 13, “An honest skeptic.”         Read Acts 17:16-31 
Do you know what a skeptic is? Often, we give that word a negative spin, but maybe it's a good thing 
to be skeptical at times. A skeptic according to Webster's Dictionary is "One who is not easily convinced; 
having doubts or reservations." If such a person is honestly seeking to know the truth, his doubting may 
be the first step toward finding the truth. When the Apostle Paul visited Berea, he found Jews who were 
more “noble-minded” than those in Thessalonica. They received the word “with all eagerness,” but also 
"examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so." Although they believed in the Old 
Testament, they had a healthy skepticism or concern that Paul was preaching the truth concerning 
Christ. When they found his words to be supported by Scripture, they became strong believers in Jesus. 
Not all skepticism is bad. The Bereans were commended for their readiness to listen to Paul and then 
for their diligence to evaluate carefully what he said in the light of Scripture. An honest skeptic will give 
the gospel a fair hearing. He will be willing to consider the evidence and unique authority of the Bible. 
He will examine and test the claims of all who say they have a message from God. He will recognize that 
Christians have a rational basis for their faith and that there are sound reasons for their hope. I Peter 
3:15 says, "Honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect..." Honest questions 
can lead to faith-building answers. 

• Read Psalm 19:7-11. What are the benefits of studying and knowing God's word in these verses? 

• Read 1 Peter 3:15. What does this verse exhort us to do? Do you feel like you're ready for this? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:24, 25 

• Prayer – Father, thank You for preserving Your Word. Help me to understand Christ in the Old 
Testament. 

 
Tuesday, January 14, "Trust, but verify."  Read Acts 17:16-31 
Acts 17: 11, 12 says, "Now these Berean Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them 
therefore believed..." The late U.S. President Ronald Reagan spoke this quote often: "Trust, but verify." 
During his time in office he wanted to believe what he was told in his political dealings with others. But 
since the security of his country depended on the words being spoken—he strived to verify everything. 
The Berean Jews had a similar attitude about knowing the truth. They didn’t simply believe what 
someone else was telling them. They also verified it on their own. This is important for us to consider 
as well. We may receive Bible teaching through preaching, Sunday school, radio, TV, or an internet 
podcast. We need to always verify what we hear against God’s inspired Word. We are to “be diligent to 
present [ourselves] approved to God, … rightly dividing the Word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). If we do 
this, we won’t become prey to those who teach “a different gospel, which is not a gospel at all.” 
Galatians 1:6, 7 says, "I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 17:24, 25 
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and 
breath and everything. 
 
 

Hymn of the Month:  This Is My Father’s World 



of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ." Remember, trust—but verify! Knowing what’s true 
is the first step in knowing what’s false. 

• Read 1 Timothy 2:15. What does this verse commend us to do as Christians? How do you "rightly 
divide" the word of truth? What was the problem Paul addressed in Galatians 1:6, 7? Is it still a 
problem today? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:24, 25 

• Prayer - Father, give me wisdom and discernment as I listen to others who teach Your word. 
 
Wednesday, January 15, “Who is this Unknown God?”    Read Acts 17:16-31 
Tradition has it that in ancient Greece a devastating sickness once swept through Athens. To appease 
the gods, altars were built to every god imagined by the Greeks. Yet the plague continued. Finally, in 
desperation, another altar was built bearing these words: "To the Unknown God." Soon afterward, the 
epidemic subsided. Many years later, Paul visited Athens on his second missionary journey. He was 
invited to debate with the intellectuals and walked about the city where he saw that inscription. Seizing 
the opportunity, he proclaimed to his listeners, “The One whom you seek to worship without knowing, 
Him I proclaim to you.” That one God, of whom they knew nothing, Paul knew personally. He presented 
Him as the “Lord of heaven and earth.” But the apostle didn’t stop there. He also called for repentance, 
for the world would someday be judged in righteousness by Jesus Christ. You don’t need to go through 
life searching for an unknown god, for the one true God has already revealed Himself to us through His 
Son. The moment we turn from our sin and receive Jesus Christ, trusting His saving work on our behalf, 
we come to know the Creator Himself. Do you know Him, or is He still unknown to you? In creation, 
God shows us His hand; in redemption, He shows us His heart. "Man gropes his way through life’s dark 
maze, to gods unknown he often prays. Until the day he meets God’s Son, at last he finds the Living One 
(unknown)! 

• Read Acts 17:22-28 again. How did Paul use his surroundings to engage with his audience and 
proclaim Jesus? How can we use our cultural surroundings today to start a conversation about 
Jesus? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:24, 25 

• Prayer: Lord, fill me with your wisdom that I might use what's going on around me to lead people 
to Christ. 

 
Thursday, January 16, “A city full of idols.”  Read Acts 17:16-31 
When we read about the idols in Athens, we imagine some foreign concept that has no application for 
us.  An idol is anything that takes God’s rightful place. The Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, Ireland, has 
an extensive collection of ancient Bible manuscripts and fragments dating back to the second century 
AD. One fragment on display is a piece of Acts 17:16 which says, "Now while Paul was waiting for them 
at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols." Those words are 
as current as today’s newspaper. The Apostle Paul was provoked by the multitude of idols in ancient 
Athens and would also likely be upset with us today. Most idols that we see in today’s world are 
different than the ones in Paul’s day. Whether it’s wealth, fame, power, athletes, sports, entertainment, 
or politicians, contemporary idols abound. As always, our spiritual enemy, Satan, seeks to lure us away 
from the true Lord and Savior to the false worship of idols. Christians are not immune, and thus we 
must guard our hearts against self-righteous anger toward unbelievers who seem to worship everything 
but God. May we be drawn by Christ’s love to reach out to those who don’t know Him. As 1 



Thessalonians 1:9 says, may people "turn to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come." 

• Athens was filled with beautiful statues representing gods and idols of the day? What are some idols 
that our culture worships? What do you struggle with putting above God? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:24, 25 

• Prayer: Oh God, help me to recognize and get rid of any idols in my life. 
 
Friday, January 17, “A spiritual witness begins with spiritual observation.” Read Acts 17:16-31 
Is it possible—in a society that seems increasingly indifferent to the gospel—to communicate the Good 
News to people who don’t share our faith? One way to connect with people who are unfamiliar with 
Christ is to become culturally “bilingual.” We do this by communicating in ways people can relate to. 
Knowing about and discussing things in the contemporary culture can offer a conversational bridge to 
the gospel. Granted, we must guard our own hearts and minds so that we are not swallowed up by the 
culture. But the Apostle Paul showed us it can be done in Acts 17. If people hear us “speak their 
language,” without endorsing or condoning the media or events we refer to, it could open the door to 
sharing the timeless message of Christ. While Paul visited the Areopagus in Athens, he spoke to a 
thoroughly secular culture by quoting pagan Greek poets as a point of reference for the spiritual values 
he sought to communicate. He said, “In Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring’”. He quoted these words and applied them to Christ! 
Just as Paul addressed that culture by knowing what they were reading, we may have greater impact 
for the gospel by relating it to people in terms that have their attention. Are you trying to reach a 
neighbor or a co-worker with the gospel? Try understanding their interests and influences.  Let the Holy 
Spirit help you observe what's going on around you and give you a spiritual application. 

• What are some practical ways you use something in the culture as a bridge to share about Christ? 

• How can we understand the culture and yet guard ourselves for being sucked into their ideas? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:24, 25 

• Prayer: Lord, help me to be spiritually observant so I can point others to You. 
 
Saturday, January 18, Read Acts 17:29-34 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


