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Monday, January 6, “The Bible is the Word of God.”     Read Acts 17:1-9 
Acts 17:2 says, "And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures..." The Apostle believed that faith comes by hearing the word of God! God uses His 
own words to spiritually affect the hearts of men, giving faith. Compared to other “religious books,” the 
Bible is unique in many respects. Not only was it composed by at least 40 Spirit inspired writers, on 
multiple continents, over a span of 1,500 years, but it is not what we would expect to find if it were 
“made up.” The Bible includes major moral failings of its heroes, yet most writings of other religions 
tend to whitewash the flaws of their heroes. Manmade religions teach that a man can earn salvation 
through various practices and good works. The Bible explains that man is sinful, deserving of God’s 
judgment, and that no amount of good works could ever remove our guilt. God Himself solves our 
problem by becoming a man and taking our punishment upon Himself. Manmade religions are about 
what man can do for his god, but the Bible is about what God has done for man through His Son. Paul 
believed that the Old Testament was the Word of God. He quoted it in this Thessalonian synagogue to 
"explain and prove that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, 
'This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.'" 

• How did Paul approach his presentation of the Gospel? (with reason, explanation, and proof, using 
the scriptures to point to the necessity of the death and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.) 

• How can we trust the Bible's accuracy? How many writers were inspired by God to write the Bible? 
(at least 40) How many books are included in the Bible? (66 books) 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:2b, 3 

• Prayer – Father, thank You for preserving Your Word. Help me to understand Christ in the Old 
Testament. 

 
Tuesday, January 7, "Scripture explains and proves God's provision through Christ." Read Acts 17:1-9 
Acts 17:2, 3 says, "Paul reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead..." Paul reasoned with the scriptures, 
explaining and proving that God provided salvation through Jesus Christ. Everything in the Old 
Testament points to Jesus! Paul believed that God has inspired the writing of His Word in the collection 
of 66 books we call the Bible. The notion that men just made it up is reasonably defended by Scripture’s 
uniqueness, its historical and archaeological accuracy, and its inclusion of fulfilled detailed prophecy. 
All the writers corroborate their testimony to point to God's glorious work to save and reconcile a 
people for Himself. These facts provide evidence for Scriptures accuracy, demonstrate its divine origin, 
and give us great confidence. Ultimately, the reason we believe that all Scripture is inspired by God is 
because the Holy Spirit dwells within His people, providing assurance and conviction as we prayerfully 
read and study the Bible. In addition to the divine origin of the text, the Bible explains the most 
important message we could ever know. As people who have sinned against our perfectly Holy Creator, 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 17:2b, 3 
He reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 
 
 

Hymn of the Month:  This Is My Father’s World 



we deserve His judgment, but God sent His Son to die a sacrificial death on the Cross so that we can be 
forgiven. Three days later, He rose from the dead, demonstrating His power over sin and death and 
providing the guarantee of eternal life to all who trust in Him. Call out to the God who inspired the 
writing of the Bible. Turn from your sin and ask for His forgiveness through the redeeming work of His 
Son. 

• Read 2 Timothy 3:16. What does this say about the reliability of scripture? 

• Read 2 Peter 1:16-21. What does this teach about the origin of the Bible? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:2b, 3 

• Prayer - Father, thank You for fulfilling what the prophets foretold and sending Jesus to save Your 
people. 

 
Wednesday, January 8, “All of God's Word points to Jesus.”   Read Acts 17:1-9 
Isn't it amazing that God prepared Paul even before he was born to be a chosen vessel to proclaim the 
gospel? Even before Paul came to believe Jesus was the Messiah, God was sovereignly working in his 
training. He trained under the infamous Gamaliel who was recognized as an expert Pharisee of Jewish 
Law. Paul knew the Old Testament scriptures, but when he met Jesus, something amazing happened. 
He began to understand the Old Testament like he never had before. Could you take your Old 
Testament and show a person that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead? Paul may have taken 
the people of Thessalonica to Psalm 22, which describes the crucifixion in great detail yet written 
hundreds of years before it was even a means of execution. He likely went to Isaiah 53, where the 
prophet shows Messiah "despised and forsaken of men, pierced through for our transgressions and 
crushed for our iniquities. The Lord caused our iniquity to fall on Him. He was cut off from the land of 
the living for the transgression of Isaiah’s people. He rendered Himself as a guilt offering, justifying the 
many by bearing their iniquities." Even His resurrection is implied at the end of that great chapter, 
where God says, “Therefore, I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he 
bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.” (53:12). All of scripture is a 
corroboration that points to God's saving work through His Son. All of God's Word points to Jesus. 

• Could you take the Old Testament and show a person that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the 
dead? Explain. What are some O.T. texts you might use first? (Psa. 22, Isaiah 53) 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:2b, 3 

• Prayer: Father, thank You for giving us the whole Bible. Your story of Your glory. 
 
Thursday, January 9, “Never trust an explanation without an examination!”  Read Acts 17:10-15 
Acts 17: 11, 12 says, "Now these Berean Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so." Luke 
proclaims that the Bereans had noble character because they were eager to receive Paul’s message and 
they compared it to their own examination of the Scriptures. Christian character is determined by our 
eagerness to hear God’s Word and examine the Scriptures on our own. What is your level of eagerness 
when you hear God’s Word proclaimed? Do you come to God’s Word with the attitude “What am I 
going to learn about God, life, or ministry today?” or do we sit through church staring at our watches 
saying, “How much longer?” Really, how eager are we to hear God’s Word and be transformed by its 
message? These Bereans showed their noble character by examining the Scriptures for themselves to 
see if what Paul said was true. The word noble means "fair-minded." Are you giving the scriptures a fair 
chance? Are you testing them in your life by your willingness to study the them on your own? Probably 



the greatest lesson that we learn from the Bereans is “When it comes to the Bible, never trust an 
explanation without an examination!” So, whether it is your local pastor, a so-called "scholar" from the 
History Channel, a college professor, or anyone else, never trust their explanation without examining 
the text yourself. There are many false teachers out there who are deliberately distorting God’s Word 
and manipulating people for their own selfish purposes. And even respected preachers who have pure 
motives can make mistakes! 

• What was difference between the Thessalonians and the Bereans who heard the Gospel? 

• Why is it so important to examine the scripture for ourselves? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:2b, 3 

• Prayer: Oh God, give me a hunger to read and study Your Word. Give me understanding by Your 
Spirit. 

 
Friday, January 10, “Don't blindly follow the leader.”         Read Acts 17:10-15 
Acts 17: 11, 12 says, "Now these Berean Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them 
therefore believed..." A man and his wife were driving to church one Sunday when they came to a red 
traffic light and stopped. There was only one car in front of them. While they waited, the man's mind 
began to wander. When the car ahead started to move, he was far away in thought and absentmindedly 
followed right along without even glancing up at the light. Only after he had driven through the 
intersection did he realize that he had blindly followed the leader. The other driver had moved ahead 
before the light had turned green, and his following along could have caused a serious accident. People 
who blindly follow their religious leaders without examining the scriptures for themselves put 
themselves and others in great danger. Many are attracted to speakers who have dynamic 
personalities, the ability to communicate effectively, and have an air of authority. They accept and do 
everything these preachers say without ever thinking for themselves. In sharp contrast, the Christians 
in Berea “received the Word with all readiness and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether 
these things were so” (Acts 17:11). We must test everything by what the Bible says. Then we will know 
if the leader is following the truth. 

• What are some practical ways you can be ready to listen to a sermon and know whether the 
preacher is rightly handling the text? (Read the text ahead of time, examine the verses for 
yourself/prayer.) 

• Memory Verse: Acts 17:2b, 3 

• Prayer: Holy Spirit, give me wisdom and discernment as I listen to others who teach Your word. 
 
Saturday, January 11, Read Acts 17:16-34 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 
 


