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Monday, November 18, “For the sake of the Gospel and no other reason.”  Read Acts 16:1-10 
As you recall Paul and Barnabas went in separate directions and Paul teamed up with Silas. Now in 
God’s providence He leads Paul back to Lystra where he finds another young man named 
Timothy. It seems Paul and Timothy were made for each other. Paul had a great desire to disciple 
young men so that when he was gone, they could take the baton of the Gospel and pass it along 
to the next generation. Paul takes Timothy under his arm and instructs him in the faith. Luke tells 
us that Timothy had developed a good reputation among the believers in Lystra and Derbe. On 
the surface, this may not seem to be a big deal, but young Timothy was probably plagued with the 
fallout of a mixed marriage between his mother who was Jewish and a believer, and his father 
who was Greek and likely an unbeliever. His father had not had him circumcised as an infant and 
so the Jews did not fully accept him. Paul becomes Timothy’s spiritual father and spends the rest 
of his life encouraging him to practice the godliness that he had been taught. Timothy wanted to 
take away any hindrance from others receiving the gospel and so Paul encourages him to be 
circumcised for the sake of winning the Jews. Circumcision did not bring salvation to Timothy or 
make him more spiritual. But, in order to see Jewish people, come to follow Christ, Timothy was 
willing to take on the mark of a Jew for the sake of the Gospel and no other reason. 

• Read 1 Timothy 4:12 and 2 Timothy 1:3-7. Between these passages and Acts 16, what do we 
know about Timothy? 

• Why do you think Paul thought it best for Timothy to take on the mark of a Jew and be 
circumcised? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 16:10 

• Prayer - Father, help me to willingly do what needs to be done for others to hear and trust the 
gospel. 

 
Tuesday, November 19, "Life shadowing."     Read Acts 16:1-10 
When my son Timothy was in his last year at Garrett College, he had the opportunity to do an 
internship, often called “job shadowing.” He went “on the job” to find out firsthand about a future 
profession that had captured his interest. The idea of shadowing is a vital one, because it 
emphasizes the importance of example. A person who is being shadowed knows he or she is 
setting an example for the student. In Acts 16 we find a young man named Timothy who will 
"shadow" the Apostle Paul. Actually, we are all participants in this process called “life shadowing.” 
If we are parents, our children shadow us all the time, learning how to act as adults. At work, we 
have fellow employees who notice our reactions to all kinds of situations. In our community, our 
neighbors observe us and see how Christians live, even when we don’t realize they are watching. 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 16:10 
And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us 
to preach the gospel to them. 
 
 

Hymn of the Month:  All Creatures Of Our God And King 
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Paul began a life-long investment into the life of this young believer, who grows in Christ and later 
becomes the pastor in Ephesus. Is your life worthy of shadowing? Does your example lead others 
in the right direction? Paul said that his life was worth shadowing because he followed Jesus—the 
ultimate example: "Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ" 1 Corinthians 11:1. 

• What are some ways it was beneficial for Timothy to travel with Paul? 

• Timothy was likely around 16 years old when Paul found him. Can a younger person be an 
example for Christ? How?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 16:10 

• Prayer - Lord, help me to follow those who are following Jesus. Send others to me that I might 
be an example to them. 

 
Wednesday, November 20, “Divine U-turns.”    Read Acts 16:1-10 
Acts 16:6 says, "And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden 
by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia." It can be difficult when we’re told “no” or “not now,” 
especially when we sense God has opened a door for us to serve others. Early in my adult life I 
was moving in a ministry direction that I felt certain God was leading in. But the opportunity 
abruptly ended, and God began to lead me into pastoral ministry. Twice in Acts 16 Paul and 
company were redirected by God. First, they were “kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the 
word in the province of Asia.” Then, “When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to” (v. 7). Unknown to them, God had other 
plans that would be right for His work and workers. His "no" to the previous plans put them in a 
position to listen to and be confidently led by Him. Who hasn’t grieved what we thought to be a 
missed opportunity? We’ve felt let down when we didn’t get a certain job, when a service 
opportunity didn’t materialize, when a relocation got derailed. Though such things can 
momentarily be difficult, time often reveals that such detours are actually divine "U-turns" that 
God graciously uses to get us where He wants us, and we quickly become grateful. 

• Read Acts 16:6, 7.  How can a Christian know if he is walking in true dependence on the Holy 
Spirit? 

• How can we know the Spirit’s leading on issues where the Bible does not give specific help? 

• How can we know exactly where God wants us to be serving Him? What factors should we 
consider? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 16:10 

• Prayer: Lord, help me to know Your voice in the way you lead my life. Help me to quickly obey. 
 
Thursday, November 21, “A call for help.”    Read Acts 16:1-10 
Acts 16:7-9 says, "And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night." When Paul saw in a vision the man from Macedonia, it changed 
the history of the world. Heeding the man’s plea to “come over to Macedonia,” The Holy Spirit 
altered Paul's plans. It was in Macedonia he led Lydia to the Lord, and it was there that the 
evangelization of the Western world began. We all should be on the lookout for the Spirit's 
leading concerning people God is calling. That man or woman may be well-educated or have no 
education at all. They may drive an expensive car, or be poor, living out of garbage cans. They may 
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live next door, down the street, or across the sea. They may speak a different language. But 
wherever you find them, and whatever their situation, they have one pressing need—to know 
Jesus Christ as Savior. Sometimes that need is expressed as a cry for help. At other times it is 
veiled in bitter hostility to the Savior and the gospel. Many times, sins and errors and crimes 
announce their desperate condition. Yet despite the thousand different ways, the plea is always 
the same: “Come over and help us.” And when Paul heard that cry, "he concluded that God had 
called him to preach the gospel to them." 

• Has the Holy Spirit ever told you not to do something? Do we always have to know the reasons 
for God's decisions? 

• Should we obey God even when we do not understand Him? Is there a time in your life when 
this happened? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 16:10 

• Prayer: Father, help me to be sensitive to the cries for help around me. Help me take them the 
gospel. 

 
Friday, November 22, “Lost while spelunking.”    Read Acts 16:1-10 
Do you know what spelunking is? It is the word used for "cave exploring." Let's say you’ve taken 
up spelunking, and you’re busily exploring an interesting cave. You check out the tunnels and 
pathways for hours, wandering deeper and deeper into the unfamiliar darkness. Soon you realize 
you are totally lost and to top it off, your light burns out. Others waiting outside for a long time, 
realize you must be lost, and send someone to rescue you. Suddenly you hear a voice calling your 
name. The rescuer greets you, saying, “Follow me, I have a light and I know the only way out.” 
Your response is “Wow! That’s good news. Thanks for coming to rescue me.” The Holy Spirit gave 
Paul a vision of a man from Macedonia who needed help because he was lost. Paul, like a caring 
rescuer obeyed the Holy Spirit. He is filled with love for those who are lost and risks his well-being 
to save them. People won’t always receive our rescue attempts with open arms, but that must not 
stop us from showing the way. Be a gospel giving rescuer! 

• Can you think of a time when God worked providentially in your life to place you where He 
wanted in order to use you for ministry? Was it on a mission trip, a job relocation, or even 
times where God, in His providence, put you in the path of someone in the “normal” course of 
everyday life so you could share the gospel?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 16:10 

• Prayer: God, help me to have the heart and mind of a rescuer, bringing people the light of 
Jesus. 

 
Saturday, November 23, Read Acts 16:11-18 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our 
hearts. Give us grace to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us 
with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with your people for doctrine, 
prayer, and worship.  
 
 


