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Monday, August 26, “A good doctor.”  Read Acts 13:13-41 
Have you ever heard the story about the old country doctor who gave his patient a thorough 
examination, scratched his head in bewilderment, and asked, “Have you had this illness before?” 
When the patient answered, “Yes,” the doctor wrinkled his brow and said, “Well, you’ve got it again.” 
It can be pretty frustrating to realize you have a great problem that no one can figure out. What a 
relief it is to find a skilled practitioner who can say with confidence, “This is your problem and this 
treatment will help.” In Acts 13 Paul looks at his fellow Jews and says, "And though our fathers found 
in him (Jesus) no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed." He diagnoses the 
problem: that God sent His Son, the Savior, and you did not recognize Him and even had Him killed. 
The problem was their sin. And men loved sin so much that they killed the "Sin-Bearer." So, does that 
leave us condemned by God and without hope? No, Paul like a skilled physician also gives the cure in 
Acts 13:32: "And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he has 
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus from the dead." Paul put His finger on the person’s true 
need and offered them an opportunity to trust Jesus for the solution. Jesus Christ is the one and only 
way to God. Whatever our need or difficulty, He invites us to seek Him, believing our "sin diagnosis", 
receiving His prescription: Jesus, and placing ourselves in His wise and loving care. Will you trust Him 
with your life today? 

• How can we be absolutely sure that God will keep His promises? Share some scriptures that 
support your answer? Look up Num. 23:19; 1 Cor. 1:4-8; 2 Tim. 2:8-13; Deut. 7:9; 2 Thes. 3:3; Heb. 
10:23; Rom 3:3. 

• Why is it important that God controls history? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:39 

• Prayer - Father, thank You for revealing our need and revealing Your provision through Your Son. 
 
Tuesday, August 27, "Holding on to the faithfulness of God."  Read Acts 13:13-41 
G Hudson Taylor, pioneer missionary to China, said that Jesus’ words in Mark 11:22, “Have faith in 
God,” could be translated, “Hold on to the faithfulness of God.” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, former pastor 
of London’s Westminster Chapel, appreciated Taylor’s insight and said: “Faith is holding on to the 
faithfulness of God and, as long as you do that, you cannot go wrong. Faith does not look at the 
difficulties. Faith does not look at itself or at the person who is exercising it. Faith looks at God. Faith is 
interested in God only, and it talks about God and it praises God and it extols the virtues of God. The 
measure of the strength of a man’s faith, always, is ultimately the measure of his knowledge of God. 
He knows God so well that he can rest in His faithfulness. And it is the prayers of such a man that are 
answered.” Paul encourages the people in the Pisidian Antioch Synagogue with similar words. God is 
faithful. His plan to redeem a people for Himself will not be thwarted. People cannot save themselves 
by their own merits or efforts. "Let it be known to you therefore, brothers and sisters, that through 
this man (Jesus) forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 13:39 
And by him (Jesus) everyone who believes is freed from everything 
from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 

 

 

Song:  Oh, How Good It Is    
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from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses." Hold on to the faithfulness 
of God through the work of Christ our Savior.  

• Hudson Taylor once said, "Faith is trusting in the faithfulness of God." Do you agree with that 
statement? Why or why not? Where is the emphasis in that statement? What (or who) is the 
object of saving faith? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:39 

• Prayer - Lord, give me faith to trust in Your faithfulness. 
 
Wednesday, August 28, “Reflecting on God's faithfulness.”   Read Acts 13:13-41 
Some people I know have a very beneficial exercise they do at the end of every year. They take some 
time to look back over the previous 12 months and record God’s faithfulness. A great way to do this is 
to record a few examples each day on a calendar that you've set aside for that purpose, or use an 
appointment book, small notebook, or prayer diary to help you remember. Then, at the end of the 
year, glance back at what you've written down. Take a separate piece of paper and label it “God’s 
Faithfulness.” Write everything that stands out to you (the highlights) as evidence of God’s love and 
care. It’s a wonderful way to look back at the year and look forward to a fresh beginning. Your list 
might include instances of God’s grace and provision. It will also chronicle God’s help and presence 
during times of difficulty and disappointment. It may even include the reality of God's forgiveness and 
strength as you note your failures and sins, which He has been “faithful and just to forgive" (1 John 
1:9). God's faithfulness is a big theme of the Apostle Paul's words in Acts 13. He recounts God's work 
through the nation of Israel and points to the faithfulness of God our Promise Keeper through it all. 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23). 
It's good to reflect on God's faithfulness. 

• Name some ways God has been faithful in your life. What can you do to be more aware of the 
faithfulness of God?  

• Read Lam. 3:22, 23. How does this describe God's faithfulness? What does this verse infer about 
us? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:39 

• Prayer: Father, help me to remember and recount Your great faithfulness to me.  
 
Thursday, August 29, “Facebook Memories.”    Read Acts 13:13-41 
If you've ever used Facebook, you've probably noticed that every once in a while, it will bring up an 
older post and show you “memories” of things you’ve posted on that same day in previous years. 
These could be photos from one my children's birthday parties or a video of Tim and Olivia playing 
their instruments when they first started out. These "memories" usually make me smile. But 
sometimes they have a more profound emotional effect. When I see a picture of my grandma Lewis 
who has since gone on to be with the Lord, I am reminded of a loss, but also God’s faithful presence 
during difficult circumstances. These Facebook memories can nudge me towards prayer and 
gratitude. All of us are prone to forget the things God has done for us. We need reminders. Paul 
reminds us in Acts 13 of the trustworthiness of God. He does this by reviewing the history of the Jews 
and the grace and power of God to keep His promises to them. Today, God is still reconciling a people 
for Himself from every tribe, tongue, and people group. The ultimate proof of His faithfulness is the 
provision of His Son, Jesus, His Messiah. Acts 13:38, 39 says, "Let it be known to you therefore, 
brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who 
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believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses." Physical 
reminders of God’s faithfulness in the past can remind us to trust Him in the present—and with the 
future. But the greatest reminder of all is the fulfillment of all His promises through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

• Read Acts 13:38, 39. How can someone be forgiven of sins against God? Why can't keeping the 
"Law of Moses" free anyone? Why was this such a powerful word coming from Paul? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:39 

• Prayer: God, thank You for keeping every promise and fulfilling Your greatest promise through 
Jesus. 

 
Friday, August 30, “Mayday!”     Read Acts 13:13-41 
Have you ever heard the expression "Mayday"? It is often used in the military and we hear it in those 
old black and white war films. It's an international distress signal that is always repeated three times 
in a row— “Mayday-Mayday-Mayday.” It's used so the situation will be clearly understood as a life-
threatening emergency. The word was actually coined first in 1923 by Frederick Stanley Mockford, a 
senior radio officer at London’s Croydon Airport. That airport is now closed, but once had many flights 
to and from Le Bourget Airport in Paris, France. According to the National Maritime Museum, 
Mockford was actually speaking the French word m’aidez, which means, “help me.” In Acts 13, Paul 
gives us historical examples of people that God used in powerful ways as He helped them. These 
patriarchs were merely humans and it is God who is the real hero. The most difficult situations we 
face can become doorways to the amazing power of a faithful God. At the end of the day He is the 
one who is faithful. The absolute proof of His faithfulness is the provision of His Son to redeem His 
people and bring us into a right relationship with our Lord. This begins when we call on Him to save 
us, and to lead us each day in His way. 

• Read Acts 13:40, 41. What is the danger of putting off God's faithful provision through His Son, 
Jesus Christ? What or who is the central theme in Paul's preaching?  

• Read Acts 10:34-43. How is Peter's sermon similar to Paul’s sermon in Acts 13? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:39 

• Prayer: Lord, You are my refuge and strength, a faithful and present help in time of trouble. 
 
Saturday, August 31, Read Acts 13:42-52 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 


