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Monday, August 19, “Trustworthy.”  Read Acts 13:13-41 
A young paratrooper admitted that he was scared out of his mind the first time he jumped. There was 
nothing but a big piece of fabric between him and death. What if that fabric accidentally tore apart? 
What if his ripcord didn’t work and the parachute failed to open? But when he jumped, everything 
functioned perfectly. Supported by that life-preserving umbrella over his head, the man floated softly 
toward the ground. In Acts 13:16-41 the apostle Paul preaches a powerful sermon on the faithfulness 
of God. Will God's promises uphold us in times of crisis? Yes, God is trustworthy! His promises are not 
merely printed words, black marks on white paper, nor simply the guesses of fallible human beings 
like us.  They are, in fact, the promises of God, and we can cling to them with assurance. Throughout 
the ages, our God has been trusted millions upon millions of times. And He has never been proven 
untrustworthy. His greatest fulfilled promise is His Son Jesus as the Savior of His people. God 
promised Him and sent Him to forgive our sins and to reconcile us with our Creator. Will you trust 
Him today and add your testimony to that of the countless host of fellow believers who have found 
that our promise-keeping God is unfailingly faithful? 

• Read Acts 13:13, 14. Who departed from the missionary team at Perga? Why do you think he left? 

• What lessons can we learn about witnessing from Paul’s presentation of the gospel in verses 16-
41? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:38 

• Prayer - Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness. Praise You for keeping Your promises. 
 
Tuesday, August 20, "Ask the man who knows."     Read Acts 13:13-41 
God has done amazing works in the course of history, such as leading His people out of the slavery of 
Egypt and miraculously parting the waters of the Red Sea. The apostle Paul recounts the marvelous 
works of God in Acts 13. God also does amazing work in each of our personal lives including:  giving us 
hope during suffering, giving us the Holy Spirit to understand His Word, and providing for our daily 
needs. When we proclaim to others our personal experiences of God’s work in our lives, we’re giving 
something of much greater value than a recommendation of a particular purchase—we’re 
acknowledging God’s goodness and trustworthiness. We are encouraging one another along the 
journey of life. In the early 1900s, the Packard Motor Car Company generated a slogan to entice 
buyers. “Ask the man who owns one” became their slogan, one that contributed to the company’s 
reputation as manufacturing the dominant luxury vehicle in that era. What Packard seemed to 
understand is that personal testimony is compelling to the hearer: a friend’s satisfaction with a 
product is a powerful endorsement. The people in Antioch of Pisidia saw the amazing change in the 
Apostle Paul as he proclaimed the faithful works of God towards His people fulfilled in Christ Jesus. 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 13:38 
Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through 
this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 

 

 

Song:  Oh, How Good It Is    
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God invites us to declare our gratitude and joy not only to Him but also to those around us, so that 
people may hear the gospel and believe unto salvation. 

• Why does Paul begin by telling he Jews their own history (13:16-19)? How does that help them? 

• What leaders did he highlight (13:20-22)? Why do you think he mentioned these leaders?  

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:38 

• Prayer - Lord, praise You for the rich history you have given us through Your word. 
 
Wednesday, August 21, “The great crescendo.” Read Acts 13:13-41 
I have learned to love all genres of music—from country to classical. There are times when I have had 
the opportunity to hear a great symphony orchestra. There is nothing quite like hearing a large string 
section playing themes powerfully developed that gradually build to a powerful crescendo—a 
profound and dramatic musical climax. It is in these magical moments that the audience usually 
stands to roar its approval. As Paul preaches in Acts 13, he recaps the work of God throughout history 
and moves toward the most powerful crescendo of history: the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In the moments following Adam and Eve’s fall into sin in the garden of Eden, God promised that a 
Redeemer would come (Genesis 3:15), and throughout the Old Testament that theme moved 
forward. Paul quotes Psalm 16:10 when he says, ""You will not let your Holy One see corruption." For 
David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his 
fathers and saw corruption, but He (Jesus) whom God raised up did not see corruption. Let it be known 
to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you." God moves 
all of history to culminate at the death and resurrection of His Son. He controls history to serve His 
own faithfulness. God accomplished His promised rescue of this broken world when He put forth His 
Son to die and rise again to forgive us and restore us to our Creator. As we remember what God’s Son 
has done for us, we celebrate the great crescendo of God’s grace and rescue for us and His world—
Jesus! 

• What invitation was extended to Paul and Barnabas at the synagogue? Who did Paul specifically 
address? (13:15-16) 

• The doctrine of justification is included in Paul’s conclusion (verses 38 & 39). What is justification? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:38 

• Prayer: Father, praise You for saving Your people through the obedient sacrifice of Your Son. 
 
Thursday, August 22, “Promise Keeper.” Read Acts 13:13-41 
Some of the best writers and correspondents for Life magazine were sent all over the world to ask the 
question, “What is the meaning of life?” They talked to philosophers and children, taxi drivers and 
Nile River boatmen. More than 100 of the top photographers provided images. One dramatic 
photograph of a lighthouse off the Brittany Coast was exceptionally stunning. A huge Atlantic storm 
had sent gigantic waves around the mammoth brick structure, nearly swallowing it up. But on the 
sheltered side, literally surrounded by giant waves, stood the lighthouse keeper. He was looking 
casually toward shore, his hands stuck carelessly in his pockets, as enormous waves crashed around 
him. This powerful illustration pictures the many fierce storms of life. Acts 13:13-41 reminds us that 
our God is a promise keeper! Isaiah 25:4 says "For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a 
stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat." God is 
our refuge during the storms of physical affliction, emotional turmoil, and spiritual attack. With His 
protection we can endure any trial with the calm assurance that He who shields us cannot be moved. 
And that gives us peace no matter how turbulent our circumstances. When we receive Jesus Christ as 
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Lord, God becomes the keeper in our covenant of faith. Because God is the keeper of our salvation, 
with renewed confidence in Him we trust Him with our lives. 

• What two prophecies did Paul refer to that Jesus fulfilled (13:33-41)? See also Psalm 2:7 and 16:10 
and discuss how they relate. 

• Read Acts 13:17-37. How many times is God mentioned; what is God doing (Acts 13:17; 13:21; 
13:22; 13:23; 13:30; 13:33; 13:37)? What is the message preached through Jesus Christ (Acts 
13:38-39)? What was God’s desire for the Jews (Acts 13:47)? 

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:38 

• Prayer: Lord, thank You for keeping every promise and fulfilling Your greatest promise through 
Jesus. 

 
Friday, August 23, “God who demands righteousness also provides the way to obtain it.”  
Read Acts 13:13-41 
Acts 13:38 says, "Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins 
is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could 
not be freed by the law of Moses." These words are part of a powerful sermon Paul preached on his 
first missionary journey to Antioch Pisidia. While thinking on these words I thought an interesting 
analogy of the relationship between law and grace. While traveling on an interstate you will often see 
motorists pulled over by policeman, reminding us that the law always remains in force. But if you stay 
in the traffic flow, you will likely need grace, for nearly everyone is exceeding the speed limit at least a 
little. Yet you won't see motorists being pulled over for merely keeping up with the traffic. We are all 
lawbreakers and deserve punishment, but God deals graciously with us. This grace did not come 
without a cost! God graciously cancels our violations of His law because someone else took the 
punishment for the violation. When we personally put our trust in Jesus, believing He died for our 
trespasses and sins, then God forgives us. We are reconciled to God through the blood of Jesus. His 
finished work puts us in a new relationship to the law and to Himself. He delivers us from the power 
of sin by giving us His Holy Spirit, who teaches us to love and obey Christ. This actually satisfies “the 
righteous requirement of the law” being fulfilled in us! The same holy God who demands 
righteousness also provides the way to obtain it. 

• What is the message preached through Jesus Christ (Acts 13:38-39)? What was God’s desire for 
the Jews (Acts 13:47)?  

• What did Paul say would happen to his hearers if they failed to recognize Jesus as Savior? (13:40-
41)  

• Memory Verse: Acts 13:38 

• Prayer: Father, thank You for providing the righteousness I need through the finished work of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Saturday, August 24, Read Acts 13:42-52 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 


