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Monday, June 3, “And what’s wrong with that?” Read Acts 10:1-16 
In the political realm there's a list of Washington societal elite who are invited to special functions. 
A prominent senator was dropped from the “Green Book.” Why? Because he never attended the 
events. Instead, he went home each night to be with his family. Then he discovered he had 
cancer. He was faced with a difficult career choice. The night before he announced his decision 
not to run for office again, he said to his wife, “You know, the only thing I’ll probably ever be 
remembered for is that I loved my wife, and what’s wrong with that?” There is a family man listed 
in Acts 10 by the name of Cornelius. He also put his status with the government in jeopardy. 
Cornelius was a Roman soldier who feared God even before he came to know Christ. God was 
preparing him and would greatly use his conversion for the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
Verse 2 says that Cornelius was "a devout man who feared God with all his household." Cornelius 
seemed to be living out his convictions before his entire family. God-fearing families are built on 
love, respect, and togetherness instead of social climbing or the pursuit of successful careers. 
They really are a nation’s hope for survival. And when their values reflect a love for Jesus Christ, 
they hold a special place in God’s plan for the world. The "fear of the Lord" always leads to an 
understanding of salvation through Jesus Christ and provides stability when adversity strikes. “And 
what’s wrong with that?” 

 How was God at work in Cornelius' life? How do God-fearing families provide stability? 

 Was your family "God-fearing?" Did your parents teach you about Christ? How can you be a 
godly influence in your family? Your culture? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 10:15 

 Prayer - Lord, help me to fear You. Help me to always point others to Your words. 
 
Tuesday, June 4, "God wants to make us His partners in changing the world."   Read Acts 10:1-16 
In Acts 10 we meet Cornelius. He was a first-century Roman military official who was assigned the 
task of maintaining order in turbulent Judea. Most Romans of that time believed in many gods—
but not Cornelius. God was already working in his life causing him to reverence and fear the one 
true God. Because of his respect for God the creator he gave generously to help the needy, and 
prayed regularly (Acts 10:2). Even though the Jewish people didn’t accept Cornelius as one of their 
own, God called him and was drawing him as one of His own. Cornelius submitted to God's 
standard of what was good and he acted accordingly. God chose Cornelius for a special 
assignment and sent an angel to tell him what to do. The angel didn’t explain why, and he didn’t 
say what the outcome would be, but Cornelius followed the instructions anyway. Because he 
feared the Lord, he and his household became some of the first Gentile believers to be saved and 
filled with the Holy Spirit. The example of Cornelius reminds us that God wants to make us His 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 10:15 
And the voice came to him a second time, “What God has made clean, do 
not call common.” 

 

 

Song:   The God of Abraham Praise 
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partners in changing the world too. Praise the Lord that the scope of His salvation reaches beyond 
the Jews and now to us.  

 What happened that led Cornelius to send for Peter (10:3-6)? Why did God look on Cornelius 
with favor?  

 Why do you think it would be unusual for a Gentile to be a devout believer in God at that 
time? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 10:15 

 Prayer - Father, use me to reach those around me with the gospel. 
 
Wednesday, June 5, “In tune with The Spirit.” Read Acts 10:1-29 
Today God speaks to us primarily through His Word, the Bible. The Holy Spirit helps us to 
understand what the scriptures mean and applies them to our lives. In Acts 10 however, God 
spoke to the Apostle Peter in a unique way.  Sometimes He directs in ways we do not expect. I 
recently read about a man who was walking home from church one evening when he saw 
someone coming from the opposite direction. A strong urge came over him to talk with the 
approaching young man about the gospel. He hesitated at first, but then he said to this total 
stranger, “Pardon me, but I believe God wants me to tell you how to be reconciled to Him.” The 
young man replied, “I was just asking my girlfriend’s mother that question, but she didn’t know.” 
Startled, the Christian man asked, “You mean you want to personally know God?” “Yes, I do!” said 
the young stranger. Still amazed, He asked the young man again and then shared the gospel with 
him. That night a young man met Jesus as his Savior. Some might call this a coincidence, but this is 
what was happening in Acts 10 with Cornelius and Peter! Two men were listening to and obeying 
God’s Spirit. We may not all have equally dramatic experiences, but if God’s Word, prayer, and 
obedience are a daily part of our lives, we will be tuned in to the Spirit’s leading and be ready to 
convey God’s love to others. 

 How would you react if an angel appeared during your regular prayers?  

 What was Peter doing when Cornelius’ servants arrived (10:9, 17)?  

 Memory Verse: Acts 10:15 

 Prayer: Lord, Praise You for the Holy Spirit who directs me according to Your will. 
 
Thursday, June 6, “Dying vines.”   Read Acts 10:1-29 
Sir Henry Longfellow wrote, "The vine still clings to the moldering wall, but at every gust the dead 
leaves fall." Regretfully, too many churches today, like that vine, are clinging to a wall that is 
crumbling. Their programs, that once seemed so alive and meaningful, have now become 
replacements for the true life and power that only the Spirit of Christ can bring. Churches, like 
aging vines losing their leaves, are dying with each gust of change. People hate to give up what is 
familiar, predictable, and comfortable, but anything we are trusting in other than God's word and 
the power of His Spirit will eventually die off. Even Peter was steeped in religious Jewish traditions 
until the Lord prodded him into new territory. Peter believed that Christ's strategy was Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). But he wasn't comfortable with 
Gentiles. They were not his kind of people. Yet God sent Peter to the house of Cornelius, a Roman 
governor, to tell him the good news about Jesus. We often lock ourselves inside our brick and 
mortar fortresses beneath glorious steeples. Surrounded by people just like ourselves, we feel 
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safe and unthreatened. It takes a clear understanding of God's love for the lost to get people to 
leave the comfort and safety of such a place. So if we have no willingness to go, perhaps it is 
because we don't really understand the grace, love, and forgiveness that has been shown to us. 

 What vision did Peter see (10:11-17)? What did the Spirit tell Peter to do (10:20)?  

 Although the vision was illustrated in terms of food, what did Peter understand this vision to 
be about (See 10:28; 34-35)? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 10:15 

 Prayer: Jesus, help me not to put traditions ahead of You. Help me to obey Your word and Your 
Spirit. 

 
Friday, June 7, “Obey the Spirit.”   Read Acts 10:1-29 
I am sure that Peter, the most prominent person in the Jerusalem church, had a lot on his mind 
and that the reports of the supernatural surrounding his ministry would cause many in Joppa to 
seek his counsel or prayer. In spite of all the other demands on his time, Acts 10:9 says that Peter 
took time by himself to pray. It's very likely that as Peter went up to the roof of that house to 
pray, he had no idea that God was going to speak a word to him that would forever alter both the 
course of his ministry and the future of the church at large. Although Peter did not initially 
understand the vision nor the accompanying words from the Lord, he didn’t dismiss the 
experience, saying, “That was weird!” He pressed into the Lord and continued to ponder and wait 
for its meaning. That’s when the Holy Spirit spoke to him with clear and practical direction. Peter 
obeyed the instructions he received in prayer and did not lean on his own understanding (Prov. 
3:5-6). The barrier that confined the gospel of Jesus Christ was destroyed and the power of the 
Holy Spirit—both to the Jews and from the rest of the world—was poured out. In John 4:35 Jesus 
said, ” ‘Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for 
harvest!’ ” Jesus knows the fields; He knows where the harvest is, and He knows how to gather 
them. There is no shortage of harvest and no shortage of people who are ready to become 
Disciples of Christ. We are to pray for Christ to send the laborers (us), just like Peter. We must 
never forget that God is not passive about building His church. He already has a plan, and His plan 
always works. Follow Him. 

 Who went with Peter to Caesarea (10:23, 11:12)?  

 Do you think it was a wise choice for Peter to take other believers along when he went to 
Cornelius? Explain. Are there times when we would be wise to have other believers with us? 
Discuss. 

 Memory Verse: Acts 10:15 

 Prayer: Lord, praise You for giving me Your Spirit to guide and direct me. 
 
Saturday, June 8, Read Acts 10 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 


