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Monday, May 27, “Good Doctors.”  Read Acts 9:31-43 
We have doctors, nurses, and medical workers who are part of our church family that are extremely 
gifted, smart, hard-working, and compassionate. They have relieved our suffering on many occasions, 
and we should be grateful for their expertise in diagnosing illnesses, prescribing medication, setting 
broken bones, and stitching up wounds. But this does not mean that we should place our faith solely 
in physicians rather than in God. God appointed humans to be His partners in caring for creation (Gen. 
2:15), and doctors are among them. Doctors study medical science and learn how God designed the 
body. They use this knowledge to help restore us to a healthy condition. But the only reason doctors 
can do anything to make us better is God! Scientists can learn how God created our bodies to 
function, and they devise therapies to help restore or cure us, but they are not healers; Only God is 
(Ex. 15:26). Doctors simply cooperate with God’s design and ultimately His providential, sovereign 
plan. Peter proclaims this when God heals a man named Aeneas in Acts 9:34: "Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals you; rise and make your bed. And immediately he rose." We should be grateful to God for 
science and doctors, but ultimately the praise and thanksgiving go to Him, who designed an orderly 
universe and who created us with minds that can discover how it works. I believe all healing is divine 
because no healing takes place apart from God, and our Doctors are His blessed instruments. 

 Where did Peter’s mission work take him? (9:32) Whom did Peter visit in Lydda? (9:33)  

 Why do you think Peter said to Aeneas, "Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed?” 

 Memory Verse: Acts 9:42 

 Prayer - Lord, thank You for being our Healer. Thank You for using Medical workers as Your 
instruments. 

 
Tuesday, May 28, "The greater end."  Read Acts 9:31-43 
At a missions conference in 1986, Stuart Briscoe said, “All that’s being done in evangelical Christianity 
in America can be done with good equipment, modern media, and a few gifted men. Very little that is 
happening in the church is explainable solely on the basis of God’s activity and authority.” His words 
should make us pause and ask, “Is that true in our church? Is it true in my life personally? Is there 
anything that can only be explained by God’s activity and power?” Some react to such words by 
seeking more miracles. While I believe that we should pray for the sick to be healed, could miracles be 
the means to a greater end? In Acts 9 we find Peter on the scene once again. We come to two stories 
where God used Peter mightily, first to heal a man who had been paralyzed for eight years; and, 
second, to raise a Christian woman from the dead. Why did Luke include these two stories? Did he 
mean for us all to imitate Peter by going out and attempting miracles in Jesus’ name? These two 
miracles must have taken everyone by surprise. There was no human hope in either situation. But 
where there was no human hope, God miraculously broke in with His power and accomplished in an 
instant what no one could ever do. These miracles truly served as a means to a greater end. Acts 9:35 

Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 9:42 
And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 

 

 

Song:   Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 
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says, "And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord." I am certain 
that the recipients of these miracles were blessed, encouraged, and full of gratitude towards a caring 
and compassionate Savior, but the greater end was that people turned to Jesus! 

 What kind of faith does Peter demonstrate? What do we learn from him for our own spiritual 
journeys?  

 How was Christ glorified through Peter’s actions? What was the result of Aeneas being healed 
(9:35)? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 9:42 

 Prayer - Father, thank You for demonstrating the greatest miracle of all - Salvation through Your 
Son. 

 
Wednesday, May 29, “Loved, acknowledged, and valued by God.”  Read Acts 9:31-43 
I remember hearing stories from my grandmother about how they grew up without having many 
earthly possessions. When they received even a small package in the mail that included some hard 
candies it felt like Christmas. When those rare packages arrived she felt loved, acknowledged, and 
valued by God through the person sending the package. In Acts 9:36 we meet a woman named 
Tabitha. She was a disciple of the Lord who made clothes for widows causing them to feel the same 
way. Tabitha was well known in the community for her acts of kindness. She was “always doing good 
and helping the poor.” Then she got sick and passed away. At the time, Peter was visiting a nearby 
city, so two believers went after him and begged him to come to Joppa. When Peter arrived, Tabitha's 
widow friends showed Peter the evidence of her kindness—“the robes and other clothing that [she] 
had made.”  Peter recognized their deep love and grief for Tabitha. He was led by the Holy Spirit Peter 
to pray asking God to bring her back to life! The result of God’s kindness was that “this became known 
all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.” May God use our lives to help others know they 
are loved, acknowledged, and valued by God. May He use our lives as a testimony to help "many 
people believe in the Lord!" 

 What do we know about Tabitha’s character? What did she mean to those in Joppa? 

 Why does Peter send everyone from the room? What was the effect of the resurrection in Joppa? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 9:42 

 Prayer: Lord, Praise You for Your servants who minister Your grace and love to others. 
 
Thursday, May 30, “Copying His Master.”  Read Acts 9:31-43 
The amazing thing about the two miracles found in Acts 9:32-43 is how closely they parallel two 
miracles that Jesus performed. When four men brought a paralytic man to Jesus, He first forgave the 
man’s sins. Then, He commanded the paralytic to do something impossible, namely, to get up, pick up 
his bed, and go home (Matt. 9:7). It's interesting that Jesus commanded obedience and with the 
command He also imparted the power to obey. Here Peter also commands Aeneas to do the 
impossible: “Arise and make your bed", trusting Jesus to give him the power to obey. The incident 
with Dorcas also parallels Jesus’ raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:35-43). Both Jesus and Peter were 
absent and had to be summoned. Jesus took Jairus’ daughter by the hand and said (in Aramaic), 
“Talitha kum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” When Peter was assured of God’s will, he spoke to 
Tabitha's corpse, with just one letter different, “Tabitha, kum.” The parallels are not coincidental. 
Peter was following the example of his Lord Jesus, doing only what he saw His Savior do in full 
dependence on Him. Peter's actions imitated Jesus because he had been with Jesus.  In the same 
manner, as we spend time with Christ in His Word, He will use us to be His instruments in bringing His 
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saving power to those who are spiritually dead. Study how the Savior dealt with sinners. Learn from 
Him and then follow His example in bringing the gospel to others who need His saving grace. 

 Tabitha (Dorcas) “was devoted to good works and acts of charity.” Why is this an important part of 
our personal lives and the living out of our faith? What impact do such acts have on other people, 
on ourselves, and on the kingdom of God? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 9:42 

 Prayer: Lord, thank You for giving us Your words and Your example to glorify God. 
 
Friday, May 31, “More amazing, most amazing.” Read Acts 9:31-43 
When we read Acts 9:32-43 we get the hopeful impression that Jesus turns things around. We hear of 
a man who had been crippled for 8 years. We learn of a faithful witness who has recently passed and 
her friends are in deep despair. But the power of Christ breaks in through His instrument Peter. When 
we hear this we should feel a kind of open-ended expectancy about the world and society and about 
your work and your family and your personal life—that Jesus turns things around. Believing in the 
living, free, sovereign, loving Lord of the book of Acts means living with the possibility and even the 
likelihood that bad situations are going to turn around, perhaps when you least expect it. Jesus Christ 
is not dead and He is not distant and He is not silent and He is not weak and He is not uninterested in 
the world and the progress of His purposes and your life. He is alive and what He began to do in his 
earthly life He will continue through His church. He is full of surprises for churches and for nations and 
for families, and for individual people. But everything amazing He does serves to point us to 
something more amazing, even most amazing! Acts 9:42 reveals the greatest miracle: "And it 
(Tabitha's resurrection) became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord." Our God 
is constantly raising the spiritually dead to newness of life in Him! 

 Peter was with Jesus at least three other times when someone who was dead was brought back to 
life. Read Mark 5:35-43, Luke 8:49-56, and John 11:38-44. What connection do you see between 
what Jesus did in those passages and how Peter handled a similar situation in Acts 9:36-42? 

 What impact do you think these events have had on Peter’s ministry in Acts?  

 Memory Verse: Acts 9:42 

 Prayer: Lord, praise You for showing Your power so that others will see and know that You are the 
Savior. 

 
Saturday, June 1, Read Acts 10 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


