
PV Household Worship 

December 17-22, 2018 

 
 Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 5:29 

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.” 
 Song:  Joy Has Dawned   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz5_g80q_NM 
 
Monday, December 17, “Are traditions good or bad?”      Read Acts 5:11-33 
What is your favorite family Christmas tradition? You don't realize how much your family’s Christmas 
traditions are ingrained in you until it comes time to form your own. We may have strong opinions 
about when to begin decorating or the best way to open presents but the real issue is deeper. 
Traditions can bring a sense of stability, but not all traditions bring joy or life. The Holy Spirit was 
working through the apostles in new ways doing many signs and wonders, seeing new believers 
added to the Lord, and healing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits. While boldly preaching 
the gospel, the apostles came up against far more than a cherished custom. They encountered a 
religious stronghold in the hearts of men. To the Sadducees, who were filled with jealousy, tradition 
mattered more than truth—especially when truth challenged their power. The apostles, however, 
decided that the “message of life” mattered more than the threats of men. "Bad religion" continues 
to offer its deceptive, false stability in posing as a bearer of truth. Instead of giving life, bad religion 
looks for ways to silence those who move in the life and authority of Jesus. God’s Word stands above 
the customs and rules of men. Because we now live in the new covenant of Christ, we must respond 
to the religious mindset just as the early church did. May we have the boldness to say, “We must obey 
God rather than men.” Wrapped in the flesh of a newborn babe, Jesus came to undo the self-
righteous traditions of man, in order that we—and our traditions—might have new life in Him. 

 What are some traditions you practice in your family at Christmastime? What traditions best help 
you to focus on Christ at Christmas? What, if any, traditions distract you from cherishing Christ? 

 Read Acts 5:17, 18. Why do you think the Sadducees were jealous? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:29 

 Prayer - Father, help me to let go of traditions that distract me from You. Help me to rely on Your 
Holy Spirit to do things that reflect your life. 
 

Tuesday, December 18, “Who Are You Connected To?”         Read Acts 5:11-33 
In 2001 Mark Cuban owned the NBA basketball team, the Dallas Mavericks. He was impressed by a 
sports-talk host by the name of David Kaplan. The problem was that David then worked in Chicago as 
a Bulls Radio host. Cuban offered Kaplan $50,000 to change his name legally to “Dallas Maverick” and 
come work for his team. Kaplan politely declined but Cuban sweetened the offer to $100,000 and 
donate $100,000 to his favorite charity as well. After thinking it over, Kaplan held firm and told Cuban, 
“No.” Kaplan explained: “I’d be saying I’d do anything for money, and that bothers me. My name is my 
identity.” These early followers of Christ were connected to Jesus identity. Who are you connected 
to? Acts 5:14 says, "And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 
women..." What does it mean that they were added to the Lord? They were connected to Jesus. 
These early believers were changed by the Holy Spirit's power and began living so much like Jesus 
Christ that people who didn’t follow Jesus later gave them the name “Christians.” When the Holy 



Spirit regenerated hearts through the preaching of the gospel, the church continued to grow 
numerically, but this was not acceptable to the religious leaders who were "jealous" of Jesus. Bearing 
that name became a source of persecution. 1 Peter 4 tells us that Peter encouraged believers not to 
be ashamed of their identity and suffering for bearing the name “Christian”. God filled His people with 
boldness to continue exalting the name of Jesus. He will help you too! 

 Read Acts 5:14. What does this verse mean? What does it mean to be added to the Lord? 

 Read Acts 11:26. What does the word "Christian" mean? What does it mean to be connected to 
Christ? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:29 

 Prayer - Lord, thank You for saving people and connecting them to You. 
 
Wednesday, December 19, “Supernatural Deliverance.”        Read Acts 5:11-33 
On a Do you believe in angels? Acts 5:19, 20 says, "But during the night an angel of the Lord opened 
the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people 
all the words of this Life." God's plan to proclaim the glory of His Son is unstoppable. He will act in 
supernatural ways towards His people in order for them to proclaim Him. Margaret Nikol learned 
firsthand about God's intervention. She was born into a pastor's family in the former communist 
country of Bulgaria. Her father was jailed because he preached the Gospel. Margaret's family suffered 
greatly during those difficult times during the 1960's and 70's. Both of her parents and brother 
eventually gave their lives for the Gospel. Margaret was a brilliant violinist, and in spite of opposition 
she got an excellent education. She achieved fame throughout Europe and became concertmaster of 
the Dresden Symphony. But because of her faith in Christ, she was subjected to physical and 
emotional cruelty. Eventually, she was given a prison sentence—to begin as soon as the concert 
season was over. God had other plans. Margaret was invited to play in Vienna at an Easter concert. 
The communists repeatedly denied permission, but finally, because of outside pressure, they 
relented. “God was more powerful than they were,” testifies Margaret. In Vienna she requested 
political asylum, and five "free" nations offered it! Today, Margaret Nikol travels all over the world on 
behalf of a growing ministry in Bulgaria. The same God, who delivered the apostles in Acts 5, 
delivered Margaret from communist oppression! God is our great deliverer. He frees us to proclaim 
the glory of Jesus Christ. 

 Has God ever demonstrated His supernatural power to help you? Tell about it. 

 Why did the angel release the apostles from prison? What were they told by the angel to do? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:29 

 Prayer:  Father, demonstrate the mighty power of Your Spirit in my life to bring glory to Jesus. 
 
Thursday, December 20, “When you fear God, you have nothing else to fear.”   Read Acts 5:11-33 
A soldier was standing at attention during a parade drill when he was caught waving to one of the 
spectators. The drill sergeant got up in the young man's face and screamed, “Soldier, don’t ever do 
that again!” But as his company marched past the reviewing stand the young man broke stride and 
waved a second time. When the troops got back to the barracks, the drill instructor was furious. "Do 
you know who I am? I told you never to wave again! Aren’t you afraid of me?” “Yes sir,” the private 
replied, “but you don’t know my mother!” The apostles had upset the religious elite in Jerusalem. The 
religious power brokers were disturbed by the message being preached and the miracles being 
performed. They had to be stopped. Humanly speaking, the apostles  had every reason to be afraid. 
Yet, when commanded never to speak the name of Jesus again they replied, "We must obey God 



rather than men". They feared God more than they feared their persecutors. If we are tempted to be 
quiet when we should speak up for Christ, we must remember that we can speak and act with 
conviction and boldness because we know our God. His authority outranks all others. He is the One 
we need to honor and obey. When you fear God, you have nothing else to fear. 
 Was it wrong for the apostles to disobey the authorities? Why or why not? 
 What should you do if the authorities tell you never to speak of the name of Jesus again? (answer 

from scripture) 
 Memory Verse: Acts 5:29 

 Prayer: Father, help me to fear You and not fear men. Help me to live for Your glory and not mine. 
 
Friday, December 21, “What a difference the resurrection makes.”  Read Acts 5:11-33 
When one of Jesus’ inner circle (Judas) defected and betrayed Him, the other apostles ran for their 
lives. Even Peter, who earlier had insisted that he was ready to die for his teacher, lost heart and 
denied that he even knew Jesus. But the apostles went through a dramatic change. Within weeks, 
they were standing face to face with the ones who had crucified their leader. Their spirit was like iron. 
They became unstoppable in their determination to sacrifice everything for the one they called Savior 
and Lord. Even after they were imprisoned, threatened, and forbidden to speak in the name of Jesus, 
the apostles said to the Jewish leaders, “We ought to obey God rather than men”. After they were 
beaten for disobeying the orders of the Jewish council, these once-cowardly apostles “did not cease 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ”. Why? What happened? The resurrection! What a 
difference the resurrection makes! Death could not keep our Lord and Savior down. He ascended into 
heaven and filled His people with His Holy Spirit. He is coming again to take His people home. Don't 
be deceived by the circumstances around you. God's plan is unstoppable. He will use His supernatural 
power. He will fill His people with unrelenting boldness in the face of opposition. He will assure you 
with the witness of His Word. The glory and reign of His Son will be known. 

 What made the apostles so bold? 

 Why would talking about Jesus be a crime? Why would the religious leaders be angry enough to 
want to kill the apostles? (v. 33) 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:29 

 Prayer: Jesus, thank You that You conquered sin and death. Help me to obey Your Holy Spirit and 
live for Your glory. 

 
Saturday, December 22, Read John 1:1-5 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 
 
 
 


