
PV Household Worship 

December 10 – 15, 2018 
 

 Daily Memory Verse:  Acts 5:11 
And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.  

 Song:  Joy Has Dawned   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz5_g80q_NM 

 
 
Monday, December 10, “The encouragement of a friend can make all the difference.” 
Read Acts 4:34-5:11 
Acts 4:36, 37 says, "Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money 
and laid it at the apostles' feet." Barnabas was an encourager. In the Scriptures, he is singled out as a 
believer who encouraged others by his generosity. Later in the book of Acts we find him encouraging 
Paul after his conversion. Paul needed the support of Barnabas when the disciples were fearful of 
him. Barnabas, at the risk of his own reputation, vouched for him (Acts 9:27). His endorsement was 
essential to Paul being welcomed by the Christian community. Barnabas later served as Paul’s 
traveling and preaching companion (Acts 14). Despite the dangers, they worked together to proclaim 
the gospel. God also used him to play a critical role in encouraging John Mark, a young man who was 
deemed at first as an unreliable servant by the apostle Paul because he had abandoned the first 
missionary journey (13:13). Barnabas took a risk and gave John Mark a second chance, restoring him 
to effective ministry (2 Timothy 4:11). God is Sovereign, but it's hard to imagine what might have 
happened without God's human instrument Barnabas. Today believers in Jesus are still called to 
“encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). May we be eager to offer 
encouragement to help support other brothers and sisters, especially as they face difficult 
circumstances. The encouragement of a friend can make all the difference. 

 Read Acts 4:36, 37. Who has been a “Barnabas” to you by encouraging you, believing in you, giving 
to you, helping you, or restoring you to wholeness and usefulness?  

 How can you be a Barnabas to someone who needs a fresh start? Share about it. 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:11 

 Prayer - Father, pour out Your grace on me and help me to be an encourager to others. 
 
Tuesday, December 11, “Christ creates a love for people and cuts a love for things.”  
Read Acts 4:34-5:11 
As we read today's verses we find quite a contrast between Barnabas in Acts 4 and Ananias and 
Sapphira in Acts 5. In Barnabas we see the effects of the Holy Spirit where his heart is loosened in 
relationship to things and strengthened in its relationship to people. In Ananias and his wife Sapphira 
we see their hearts of flesh still holding on to things, with little regard to honesty before people. 
Barnabas is a man who really experiences on the inside the freedom of faith in Christ; and Ananias 
and Sapphira, are a man and woman who try to fake it on the outside when it is not really there. May 
Barnabas serve as our example today. He shines as one of the most mature, reliable, loveable leaders 
of the early church. Here in Acts 4:36–37 Barnabas' ministry begins with a demonstrated freedom 
from the love of things, and a heart of love for others in need. He sold his field and gave all the 
proceeds to the apostles for distribution to those in need. In this story he stands for the way true faith 
in Christ creates a bond of love for people and cuts a bond of love for things. Let's be like Barnabas 



and not Ananias. Let's pray for God's "great" grace to genuinely love and care for people, to be 
generous, not deceptive, and honor the Holy Spirit! Barnabas knew that the Holy Spirit was alive and 
real in the church. He knew that his every motive was open and laid bare before God. And he knew 
that the gift of grace in his life was not the permission of God to keep on loving things, but the power 
of God to start loving people. 

 Why were there no needy persons among the members of the early church? (4:34)  

 Why did the people bring the proceeds of what was sold and lay it at the apostles' feet?  

 Who was this money ultimately given to? Do you see anything like this happening in our church 
today? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:11 

 Prayer - Lord, cause my heart to loosen my hold on things and tighten my love for people.  
 
Wednesday, December 12, “Who do we think we're kidding?” 
Read Acts 4:34-5:11 
On a nice sunny day, four high school boys couldn’t resist the temptation to skip classes. The next 
morning they explained to a teacher that they had missed the class because their car had a flat tire. 
To their relief, she smiled and said, “Well, you missed a quiz yesterday, so take your seats and get out 
a pencil and paper and I will let you make it up.” She waited as they sat down and got ready for the 
quiz. Then she said, “First question: Which tire was flat?” When you tell a lie who do we think we're 
kidding? If you think about it, no one can get away with lying. In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira thought 
they were lying only to Peter and the other believers. But the apostle said to them, “You have not lied 
to men but to God.” Truth is the very essence of God. When we lie, we offend Him. And one day He 
will uncover every falsehood—if not in this life, then at the judgment (Rom. 14:10-12). We live in a 
highly competitive world, and sometimes we may be strongly tempted to make people think that we 
are something we're not. But the short-term gains from deception and hypocrisy are worth little 
compared with the long-term benefits of telling the truth. If you have deceived someone, confess it to 
that person and to the Lord. It may be humbling, but it is the first step to clear your conscience and 
restore integrity in your life. 

 What was the sin that Ananias and Sapphira committed? (Acts 5:3, 4) 

 Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira kept part of the proceeds from the sale back for 
themselves? 

 Why do they pretend to be more generous than they really are? 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:11 

 Prayer:  Father, help me not to deceive myself. Guard my heart against hypocrisy and keep my 
motives pure. 

 
Thursday, December 13, “Trying to deceive others we deceive ourselves.” 
Read Acts 4:34-5:11 
In  Acts 4 we see the Holy Spirit empowered early church at its finest. In Acts 5 we see mankind trying 
to counterfeit the Holy Spirit's work with an "artificial life."  As professor Howard Hendricks once said, 
"You cannot impart what you do not possess". Today’s poor choices are a down payment on 
tomorrow’s problems. It’s all a part of living under a Supreme and Sovereign Creator who says we 
reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7). That was true of a 30-year-old Mississippi resident who was convicted on 
a felony for drunk driving. This resulted in a 15-year prison sentence. The gracious judge then 



suspended 14 years of the sentence if the man would honor the terms of a 1-year in house arrest. The 
trade-off was simple: Stay home and out of trouble for 1 year instead of going to prison for 15. But 
the man didn’t like being cooped up, so he got in his car and went fishing—driving with a suspended 
license to get there. He was arrested again and this time the judge immediately threw him in prison. 
The fishing trip cost him many years of freedom. Why do we reject God’s mercy so we can enjoy sin’s 
temporary pleasure? If you think about it, Ananias and Sapphira traded true life for some special 
recognition and a little extra money. By trying to deceive others they deceived themselves. Are you 
facing temptation today? Don’t give in. Cry out for God's grace. Cling to Jesus. Obey the Holy Spirit. 
Never exchange fellowship with Him for anything. It’s always a poor trade-off. 

 How do we know that God takes sin seriously from this passage?  
 What does it mean that "great fear came upon all who heard of it?" What does it mean to "fear" 

God? 
 Memory Verse: Acts 5:11 

 Prayer: Father, help me to fear You and not fear men. Help me to live for Your glory and not mine. 
 
Friday, December 14, “Not a good way to get noticed.”      
Read Acts 4:34-5:11 
The story of Ananias and Sapphira is a depressing chord that disrupts an upbeat account of the 
fledgling empowered church in action. Thousands of new believers had come to faith in Christ. They 
were worshiping together, generous towards each other, and cared deeply for those in this new 
"spiritual" family. Ananias took his lead from Barnabas and decided that he too would make an 
impressive gift. But he was only seeking attention. He and his wife pretended to give everything, but 
they gave only a portion. They did get noticed alright. They both dropped dead in front of everybody 
because they lied to God! Luke tells us that “great fear came upon all the church and upon all who 
heard these things” (Acts 5:11). Ananias and Sapphira lied to God by trying to deceive the 
congregation, which then disrupted the sense of church community. To live in community demands 
that we live with openness and trust. That’s why God took such drastic action. Membership in a local 
church should mean that we become part of other people’s lives living in honesty and accountability. 
Our love for others should be without hypocrisy. That glorifies God and benefits everybody. We are to 
take our relationships in church as seriously as God does, where every member of His body benefits 
the others. 

 What do you think prompted Ananias and his wife, Sapphira to sell property and give to the 
community in the first place? (Maybe the recognition that others like Barnabas was getting?) 

 What is lying to the Holy Spirit today? (When we act hypocritically by pretending a devotion that is 
not there or a surrender of life that they have not really made, we lie to the Holy Spirit.) 

 Memory Verse: Acts 5:11 

 Prayer: Father, my heart is deceitful left to itself. Help me to obey Your Holy Spirit and life for Your 
glory. 

 
Saturday, December 15, Read Acts 5:12-26 
Review memory verse.  
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


