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 Daily Memory Verse:  John 18:11 
So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has 
given me? 
  

 Song:  The Light Of The World Is Jesus 
 
 
Monday, September 24, “Jesus is intentional about obeying the Father's plan.”   Read John 18:1-11 
In today's scripture text Jesus takes the disciples in the garden where He is ultimately arrested. He 
takes them to a familiar place, a place they have been before, knowing what events will take place. He 
remains obedient to the Father’s plan and offers Himself up to the soldiers. This beautiful olive garden 
may have been made available to Jesus by a wealthy person who supported His ministry. It’s 
interesting here that Jesus goes to a place familiar to Judas where he knew the location. Jesus goes to 
Gethsemane even though He knows what is about to occur. The soldiers come and Jesus isn’t 
oblivious as to the reason they are there. He shows His undeniable commitment and submission to 
the Father’s will. For what we know of Jesus from the gospels, and what the disciples knew of Him, it 
seems pretty crazy that the soldiers came with torches and weapons. Jesus wasn’t a military leader or 
a violent man. They came with force to arrest a “peaceful miracle worker.”  The Son of God is in 
complete control of the situation. He could have fled the scene, but He didn’t. Jesus could have taken 
the disciples to an unfamiliar place, but He didn’t. Jesus knows full well what will happen to Him if 
given over into the hands of these soldiers and chief priests, and yet He does it voluntarily. Jesus is 
the one to make the first move because He is intentional about obeying the Father's plan. 

 What does Jesus’ responses to the soldiers show about His trust concerning the events that will 
soon take place?  

 Why do you think Judas felt the need to bring soldiers and weapons? What does this say about 
how well he knew Jesus?  

 Why is it important that verse 4 explains that Jesus knew what was going to happen? 

 Memory Verse: John 18:11 

 Prayer: Jesus, thank You for willingly laying down Your life in my place. 
 
Tuesday, September 25, “God’s way is always acting in humility and obedience.”  Read John 18:6-11 
In today's verses we find Peter trying to stop the arrest of Jesus. With force, he opposes the taking of 
his teacher, but Jesus stops him. In full knowledge of what was going to happen, Jesus offers Himself 
but first makes sure His disciples will be safe. Even in this, Jesus trusts His Father's sovereign control 
over the situation. The arresting soldiers and guards of the High Priest were a strong human force 
armed with weapons, but King was not being captured; he was giving Himself over to His enemies. 
This arrest was not contrary to the Father’s plan. Jesus, in the middle of this garden, knows for what 
purpose He is there. He knows why He has disciples and why He has followers. All of it hinges on His 
death and Resurrection. His mission is to defeat sin and darkness. His arrest in the garden is clearly 
God's plan unfolding. Peter, with "good" intentions tries to defend Jesus. But man's attempt to even 



"do good" apart from God's will is vain and wrong!  Did Peter really think that he was going to 
overtake these Roman guards? Jesus’ rebuke of Peter reminds him that Jesus didn’t need him. This 
arrest must happen. No matter how much Peter wanted to protect Jesus or defend Him, it was 
necessary that God's Son go to the cross. Jesus had already shown that He could control the soldiers 
when they fell back at the sound of His voice. Doing God’s work in God’s way is absolutely crucial. 
God’s way is always acting in humility and obedience. 

 What in these verses show that Jesus did not come as a military leader to bring political change? 

 Why does Jesus rebuke Peter in verse 11? Was Peter sinning when he drew his sword and struck? 

 Memory Verse: John 18:11 

 Prayer - Heavenly Father, thank You for Your glorious plan to reconcile us through Your Son. 
 
Wednesday, September 26, “Struggle for control.”       Read John 18:1-11 
Just last week hurricane Florence impacted the coast of North and South Carolina and then moved 
inward with great devastation. Hurricanes are uncontrollable … right? In 2009 a group of scientists 
and inventors, applied for five patents on a powerful pumping system whose purpose was to 
decrease the strength of a hurricane. The idea behind the patent was to pump deep, cold ocean water 
(at least 500 feet deep) into the path of a hurricane. A hurricane grows strength from warm surface 
water. If large barges were full of water pumps that could cool the water in the storm’s path, the 
hurricane would theoretically lose strength and potentially be halted. There has, however, never been 
a successful halting of a hurricane. Was man meant to control the weather? Some folks desire to 
change the weather; others simply want to change a relationship, a job situation or a health issue. In 
today's verses Peter wanted to change the circumstances. Some of these desires seem "good" but 
Jesus gives us the perfect example of submitting to God's will, even when it seems bad. You will not 
always understand God’s will. When Jesus gave Himself willingly over to Judas and the soldiers, it 
surely confused Peter. In the moment, he pulled out his sword to defend his master. However, God’s 
will was that Jesus would be taken and led to the cross. Peter didn’t understand, but he didn’t need to 
understand. The temptation might have been for Peter to ignore Jesus’ command to cease his attack, 
but even in his confusion and anger, Peter obeyed his master. When man's struggle for control is 
against God's perfect will, expect a rebuke. Gods will is always best! 

 Have you ever tried to take control of something that wasn't yours to control? How did it go? 

 When you think about your relationship with Jesus, who is really in charge? Do you struggle with 
allowing Jesus to lead you? 

 Memory Verse: John 18:11 

 Prayer - Lord Jesus, help me to do Your will and not my own. 
 
Thursday, September 27, “Whom do you seek?”        Read John 18:1-11 
John 18:4 says, "Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, 
'Whom do you seek?'"  Jesus knows the right questions to ask. That’s really a question every person 
must hear and answer. Armed soldiers, led by Judas, came to arrest Jesus. He goes out to meet them 
and asks, “Whom do you seek?” They replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.” The person standing before them is 
Jesus of Nazareth, of course. But verse 5 says, “Jesus said to them, “I am He.”” It's interesting when 
Jesus uses those words "I am", identifying Himself with the God who spoke to Moses from the 
burning bush (“I AM WHO I AM”—Exodus 3:14). This time His answer causes the soldiers to draw back 
and fall to the ground. So Jesus asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” Now they have a choice. Do 
they want Jesus of Nazareth, whom they can arrest, beat, and kill? Or do they want “I AM,” before 

https://bibles.org/eng-NIV/Exod/3/14


whom they cannot stand but must recognize as Lord? Who is it you want? Do we want someone we 
can study and admire for a while, and then go on with our lives? Or do we want “I AM,” the one true 
God, who has power over all things and yet loves us so greatly that He came to die for us to give us 
new life? Will we fall down before Him or will we try and use Him for our own gain?  

 According to John 18, who asks the first question as the soldiers approach? Is Jesus trying to hide 
from those who would arrest Him? Why not? 

 What does the fact that Jesus begins the dialogue with His captors tell you about the authority 
that He has, even in his arrest? Who is in charge? 

 Memory Verse: John 18:11 

 Prayer - Lord Jesus, You are God the Son. Help me to see You and savor Your glory. 
 
Friday, September 28, “Let these men go.”          Read John 18:1-11 
John 18:8 says, "Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men go.” 
Remember that Judas has just led an armed squad of soldiers and religious leaders to capture Jesus in 
Gethsemane. When Jesus demanded that they state their purpose, they said they had come for “Jesus 
of Nazareth.” Then He replied, “I am He”—and they all fell to the ground. Jesus had no lack of power, 
but He willingly allowed Himself to be taken prisoner, knowing that these people would crucify Him. 
Then Jesus says something amazing: “If you are looking for Me, then let these men go.” That’s the 
basic reason for the cross. Theologians call it substitutionary atonement. It means simply that Jesus 
takes our place: “Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned he stood… Hallelujah, 
what a Savior!” Jesus speaks these words while being nailed to the cross, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing”. There is no life so flawed or failed that Jesus cannot set it 
free. There is no sin so great that Christ's death cannot satisfy its debt and provide forgiveness. And 
the words of Jesus are true: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” Praise the Lord for taking the 
place of sinners that we might have eternal life. 

 What does verse 8 reveal about Jesus? 

 When did Jesus say, “Of those whom you gave me, I have lost not one”? (Read John 17:12) 

 Memory Verse: John 18:11 

 Prayer - Lord, thank You that You died in my place and paid my ransom so that I might live. 
 
Saturday, September 29, Read Acts 2 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 
 
 


