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 Daily Memory Verse:  James 5:19, 20 
My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. 

 Song:  I Lay It All      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4XmBzDRjCs 

 

Monday, July 16, “What is the truth?”  Read John 1:14 
As we conclude our study through the epistle of James we want to think on the words he writes in 
chapter 5, verses 19 and 20. "My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone 
brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins."  What does James mean when he says, "wanders from the 
truth?" This whole letter from James seems to be focused on walking in, or living out, "the truth". One 
clear definition of the truth according to James is the commands and statutes of God as revealed in the 
Bible. The Bible is definitely "truth". But did you know that the clearest truth that has ever been seen 
and known comes in the form of a person? This person is also called "the Word of God." John 1:14 says it 
like this, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth." The "truth" is the Lord Jesus Christ! Everything He did 
was truth. Everything He said was truth. In fact, the apostle John also records Jesus as saying, "I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6)." So when 
James says that we should help a wandering sinner stop wandering from the truth, he is saying we are to 
help them stop wandering from the Lord Jesus Christ and His gospel work on behalf of sinners. "The 
truth" is the gospel! "The truth" is the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ! Don't carelessly wander 
away from Him, but carefully pursue Him. 

 Read John 14:6 and compare it to James 5:20. What is the truth? What does it mean to "walk in the 
truth?" 

 Read John 1:14. How does this verse connect Jesus and truth? 

 Memory Verse James 5:19, 20 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me not to wander from You. You alone are my all satisfying treasure. 
 
Tuesday, July 17, “Thy Word is truth.”  Read John 17:17-19 
In James 5 the author warns against "wandering from the truth." What is "the truth" he is writing about? 
Yesterday we learned that "the truth" is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. So James is urging us to live 
as Jesus lived to the glory of God. How do we know how Jesus lived? How do we know what God 
expects? How do we know His commands? John 17:17 says, "Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world." The word "sanctify" means "to 
set apart." The epistle of James is urging God's people to understand that they are different. They are a 
distinct people "set apart" to reflect the character and glory of God. James exhorts us to go after the one 
who is straying from the truth. Psalm 119:9 says, "How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding 
it according to your word." Wandering from the truth means wandering from the Word of God. It means 
ignoring or disobeying the truth that God has revealed to us. It's sometimes difficult to live in a place 
that has a whole different worldview. It's a place where "self" is often God instead of our Creator. The 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4XmBzDRjCs


way God keeps our thoughts and attitudes on Him is through His Word and by His Spirit. James says to 
go after an erring brother or sister who is wandering from the Word in order to save them and help 
them out of their many sins. 

 Read John 17:17-19. How does the Apostle John define truth here? What does "the truth" 
accomplish according to these verses? 

 How does reading and obeying the Bible keep us from wandering from the truth? 

 Memory Verse James 5:19, 20 

 Prayer - Father, sanctify me by Your word. Help me to read it, believe it, and obey it. 
 
Wednesday, July 18, “A servant of the truth.” Read John 18:38 
Pontius Pilate came close to the greatest discovery of his life and yet wandered from the truth. Jesus had 
just told him that He had come into the world to bear witness to the truth. This prompted Pilate to ask, 
“What is truth?” (John 18:38). The shrewd Roman leader in Jerusalem had asked the right question of 
the right Person, and his answer was standing right before him. But instead of falling to his knees in 
confession, repentance, worship, and faith, he could only pass the buck and ignore his own conscience. 
Sooner or later, all of us find ourselves in Pilate’s position, where we must decide to believe, obey, and 
walk in the truth or quickly push it from our minds and stray from it. Jesus claims what no other can 
claim—that He is the truth. Don't stray away from that. Let it shape your life. Throughout history many 
religious leaders have come and gone, but not one has claimed to be the truth and then proved it by 
rising from the dead. Millions of people down through the centuries have found Jesus’ life, His words, 
and His resurrection to be convincing evidence of His credibility. And they have concluded that knowing 
the truth must begin with knowing and trusting and serving Him. James begins his letter by saying, 
"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ." Don't stray from the truth, serve the truth! To 
know and serve Christ is to know and serve the truth. 

 Read John 18:38. How would you answer Pontius Pilate's question, What is truth? 

 Read James 1:1. What does it mean to be a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ? How does serving Christ 
keep us from straying from the truth? 

 Memory Verse James 5:19, 20 

 Prayer - Father give me the heart of a servant. A servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
servant of the truth. 

 
Thursday, July 19, “The gospel is the truth.” Read Ephesians 1:13, 14 
What does James mean by "the truth" when he uses that phrase in James 5:19? We have already seen 
that "truth" is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle John quotes Jesus as saying, "sanctify 
them with Your truth. Thy word is truth." Today we read the Apostle Paul referring to "the gospel" as 
truth: "In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory (Eph. 1:13, 14)." Certainly when someone strays from the truth 
they are straying from the gospel. In the book Kisses from Katie, Katie Davis recounts the joy of adopting 
several Ugandan girls. One day, one of the girls asked, “Mommy, if I let Jesus come into my heart, will I 
explode?” At first, Katie said, "No, when Jesus enters our lives, it is a spiritual work of God." However, 
after she thought more about the question, Katie explained that when we believe on Jesus, God 
spiritually transforms us by His mighty power and “we will explode with love, with compassion, with hurt 
for those who are hurting, and with joy for those who rejoice.” In essence, believing the truth of the 
gospel results in a deep care for the people in our world. Straying from Christ produces the opposite. 



When we receive Christ, the Spirit of truth comes to live inside us filling us with God's love. In John 13:35 
Jesus reminds us of His love for us. He said, “As I have loved you, . . . you also love one another” (v.34). 

 Read Ephesians 1:13, 14. What is the word of truth according to the Apostle Paul?  Who does "Him" 
refer to in these verses? 

 Can you be "straying from the truth" and be "filled" with the Holy Spirit at the same time? How are 
"sealed with the Spirit" and "filled with the Spirit" different? 

 Memory Verse James 5:19, 20 

 Prayer - Father, help me to live a life that is worthy of the gospel. 
 
Friday, July 20, “Stand on the Word of God and you won’t fall into error.” 
Read 2 Timothy 4:3, 4 
How does one "wander from the truth"? 2 Timothy 4:3, 4 says, "For the time is coming when people will 
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths." A USA 
Today article reported that many parents today seek to introduce their children into a world of all faiths 
and religions so they can make their own decisions when they get older. One woman, who started her 
own "ceremony service", was asked by a couple to conduct a one year old birthday service for their baby 
girl. The mother said, “We just wanted a larger spirit to guide our daughter, but we don’t want to get 
specific. We wanted all her bases covered.” The couple continued, “We just do Christianity L-I-T-E for our 
baby girl, who believes in angels, fairies, leprechauns, Santa Claus and other gods.” This illustrates the 
low value placed on scriptural truth that is so prevalent in our culture today. Isn't that what Paul is 
saying to Timothy? People will prefer “lite” spiritual meals and will not tolerate truth. He predicted that 
false teaching would increase and be embraced by many because it caters to the needs of their flesh. 
People have a craving to be entertained and desire teaching that leaves them with good feelings about 
themselves. Paul instructed Timothy to combat this by teaching truth according to God’s Word. As 
believers we are called to teach and obey the Word of God, not to scratch the itches of our culture. We 
are called to rescue the straying sinner and bring them back to the truth. Stand on the Word of God and 
you won’t fall into error. 

 Read 2 Timothy 4:3, 4. According to these verses will it be harder or easier for people to stray from 
the truth in our time? 

 What are some things that people wander into today? 

 Memory Verse James 5:19, 20 

 Prayer - Lord help me to stand on the truth of scripture in an age of compromise and error.  
 
Saturday, July 21, Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with 
your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 


