
SERMON SERIES:  FAITH THAT WORKS 

PV Household Worship 
May 28 – June 2, 2018 

 

 Daily Memory Verse:  James 5:8 
You also, be patient.  Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

 Song:  Christ The Sure and Steady Anchor   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eD9FiYCLKDM 

 

Monday, May 28, “The way to great patience is through great trials.” Read James 5:7-11 
A recent survey of 1,000 adults showed that most people take an average of 17 minutes to lose their 
patience while waiting in line. Most people lose their patience in only 9 minutes while on hold on the 
phone. Impatience is a common trait. James wrote to a group of believers who were struggling with 
patience through trials, hardships, and suffering. Their certain hope to end these things was Jesus’ 
return. They were living under persecution and distressing times, and James encouraged them to 
“set the timer of their temper” for the long run. He challenged these believers to persevere under 
suffering. He exhorted them to stand firm and to live sacrificially until the Lord returned to right 
every wrong. James illustrates by directing their attention to a farmer who waits patiently for the 
rain and the harvest. Only God, not us, has sovereign control over these things. He simply calls us to 
honor and obey Him and be patient trusting Him to do His will in what He alone has control over. 
The finish line was just ahead and James encouraged the believers not to give up. When we are 
being tried, God desires to help us continue living by faith and trusting in His compassion and mercy. 
The way to great patience is through great trials. 

 Notice James 5:7 starts out "Be patient, therefore..." What does the therefore point back to in His 
epistle? 

 What is most difficult about being patient during stressful times? Ask God for the grace to help 
you live by faith and to live for the long run. 

 Memory Verse James 5:8 

 Prayer:  Father, please give me the grace to live by faith and to live for the long run. 
 

Tuesday, May 29, “We endure because we know that God will act.”  Read James 5:7-11 
I read an amazing story recently that happened during the Vietnam War.  Some fifty years ago as the 
war in Vietnam rained down on his village, an explosion killed Ho Van Thanh’s wife and two of his 
children. In fear and desperation, Thanh grabbed his infant son, and fled into the jungle. For 5 
decades, father and son lived far from civilization, living a simple life off of the land. Recently, 
villagers exploring the remote jungle some 25 miles from their homes happened upon the two. 
Thanh, now in his late 80's, was very sick, and the villagers reached out to help him. Imagine, for all 
those years Thanh and his son had endured a difficult existence fearful that someone would kill 
them, yet patiently waiting to be found by kind rescuers. James has much to say about patience and 
endurance based in hope, not fear. He uses the words patience and endurance several times. He 
implores his readers to “be patient as we wait for the Lord’s return”. Just as a farmer works the soil 
and plants seed in the dirt, and then has to wait for the rain and the sun to do its work. So, James 
instructed, God’s people must persevere and wait and rely on God while being patient. To endure 
means to keep going. It’s to stay true to the truth God has revealed to us and not give up. When we 
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endure, we follow the example of the Old Testament prophets who waited (and died while waiting) 
for the promised Messiah. How can we endure even the long and difficult stretches? We endure 
because we know that God will act. 

 How does reminding God's people of His coming help them when they are going through hard 
times? 

 Why do you think James uses an illustration about a farmer to help us understand his point? 

 Memory Verse James 5:8 

 Prayer - Father, give me just what You know I need to keep me trusting You. 
 
Wednesday, May 30, “The hope of Christ's coming can keep us going.” Read James 5:7-11 
Do you truly believe that Jesus is coming back? If so, you have good reason to be patient. Why 
should we not endure hardships, trials, and even suffering for Christ's sake if we know that ultimate 
and absolute justice is just around the corner? Is there any better hope than to know that Jesus is 
coming again to set everything right? He has given us His word that He’s coming back. It’s the surest 
thing in the world. A German pastor named Helmut Thielicke was asked what he will say to Jesus at 
His return, he replied, “I knew You meant it.” Our “good life” here is a bonus, not something we 
deserve. Unrelieved suffering and oppression could well be our lot here on earth. But remember, we 
suffer for Jesus’ sake. Philippians 1:29 says, "For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ 
you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake". Although circumstances may seem 
hard at the present, this is not the best life now for the believer! There’s a better day coming. 
Beyond the world of sight there is a Judge keeping watch over His own, waiting to answer every plea 
and avenge every wrong. God hates injustice and oppression and will vindicate us in due time. 
“Therefore,” James said, “be patient.” The hope of Christ's coming can keep us going! 

 How can we instill in our daily focus the coming of the Lord? What practical impact should it have 
on our lives? 

 Why does James bring up the issue of brothers and sisters grumbling against one another in verse 
9?  

 Memory Verse James 5:8 

 Prayer - Lord, thank You for the promise of Your coming. May the hope of Your return help me to 
be patient through trials. 

 
Thursday, May 31, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!”    Read James 5:7-11 
James 5:8 says, "You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand." 
Have you ever heard the hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”? It is often sung in churches at 
Thanksgiving. It was written in 1844 by Henry Alford and begins with thanks to God for crops safely 
gathered in before winter. But it is more than gratefulness for the harvest of the land. The hymn 
ends by focusing on God’s “harvest” of His people when Christ returns: "Even so, Lord, quickly come 
to Thy final harvest-home. Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, there, forever 
purified, in Thy presence to abide. Come, with all Thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest-
home." Remember that James reminds us that our plans are uncertain and our lives are a vapor that 
quickly disappear. He encourages us “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.” Take time to thank God for His faithful provision for our needs, but also turn your 
thoughts to the promised return of Jesus Christ. In patient expectation, live for Him and look for the 
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day when He will come to gather His glorious harvest home. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus!" - 
Revelation 22:20 

 Read Revelation 22:20. Do you look forward to the coming of the Lord? If so, why does it bring 
you joy? Does it bring you any concern? 

 Read Luke 21:27, 28. How does Luke view the return of Jesus in these verses? How are these 
words similar to James' words? 

 Memory Verse James 5:8 

 Prayer - Father, thank You that one day You will return to call me to Yourself. Help me to look 
forward to that day and work till You come. 
 

Friday, June 1, “Be ready for the last moment by being ready at every moment.”  
Read James 5:7-11 
A young boy was playing in his grandmother’s house near a large grandfather clock. Noontime was 
approaching, and when both hands of the old timepiece reached 12, the chimes began to ring. As he 
always liked to do, the boy counted each gong as it sounded. This time, however, something went 
wrong with the clock’s inner mechanism. Instead of stopping at 12, it kept right on chiming—13, 14, 
15, 16 times. The boy couldn’t believe his ears! He jumped to his feet and ran into the kitchen, 
shouting, “Grandma! Grandma! It’s later than it’s ever been before!” In his excitement, the 
youngster expressed a truth we all would do well to consider. It is later than it’s ever been before—
in the history of the world, in the days allotted to man, and on God’s calendar of events. With each 
passing hour, the words of James 5:8 and 9 take on added significance: “The coming of the Lord is at 
hand.” This fact is both comforting and sobering. It is reassuring to know that the day our Savior will 
come for us may be near. But at the same time, we must honestly ask ourselves, “Am I living in a 
way that will bring Him glory?” Think about it! Remember, “It’s later than it’s ever been before!” Be 
ready for the last moment by being ready at every moment. Make sure you are trusting in the Lord! 

 What do you think it means that the coming of the Lord is at hand? 

 Read 2 Peter 3:8-13. How does this help us answer the skepticism of those who sneer that He 
hasn't come yet? 

 Memory Verse James 5:8 

 Prayer – Lord, thank You that You are patient toward people, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance. 

 
Saturday, June 2, Read James 5:7-11 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 
 
 


