
SERMON SERIES:  FAITH THAT WORKS 
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 Daily Memory Verse:  James 5:1 
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 

 Song:  Christ The Sure and Steady Anchor   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eD9FiYCLKDM 

 

Monday, May 21, “Wealth is a double blessing when you share it with others.”  
Read James 5:1-6 
Although Scripture doesn’t condemn wealth, it certainly warns against the pursuit of money for 
our joy instead of the pursuit of God. Wealth should never be pursued as an end in itself. Did you 
ever see the TV show Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? It was on the air between 1999 and 2002. 
The show was hosted by actor Regis Philbin and featured a quiz competition in which contestants 
attempt to win a top prize of $1,000,000 by answering a series of multiple-choice questions of 
increasing difficulty. The implied goal was to win money simply to be rich. Our Lord strongly 
denounced putting our confidence in riches as a source of pride and security. Matthew 6:24 says, 
"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money." Therefore, our 
prayer should be: “Give me neither poverty nor riches” (Proverbs 30:8). What if the Lord blesses 
us with resources beyond what we need? The apostle Paul urged believers to work with their 
hands and do “what is good, that they may have something to give to him who has need” 
(Ephesians 4:28). That’s the principle of stewardship—sharing our wealth to help others. Wealth 
kept to ourselves brings misery and judgment, but wealth is a double blessing when you share it 
with others. 

 Read Matthew 6:19-24. Why do you think that Jesus used such strong words in verse 24? How 
do these verses relate to James 5:1-6? 

 Read Ephesians 4:28. How does this verse help us to have a spiritual attitude towards wealth 
and money? 

 Memory Verse James 5:1 

 Prayer: Father please guard my heart from loving and trusting wealth more than You. 
 
Tuesday, May 22, “Faithfully honor God with what He has given you” Read James 5:1-6  
James chapter 5 gives plenty of warning against loving wealth, yet some very godly people in the 
Bible were rich. We read of Abraham, Job, David, and Solomon who were given great wealth and 
yet honored God. Proverbs 30 was written by a seemingly unknown man with the name Agur son 
of Jakeh. He didn’t ask God for wealth. He was afraid that if he were rich he might feel self-
sufficient and try to live without God. Proverbs 30:8, 9 says, "Give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the 
Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God." Seek God, not wealth. And if 
you find yourself with an abundance of material blessing, be thankful and let God use you to 
bless others. King David declared, “Both riches and honor come from You” (1 Chronicles 29:12). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quiz


SERMON SERIES:  FAITH THAT WORKS 

We can be thankful for the giving attitude and generosity of many wealthy Christians. What they 
do with their money reflects who they love and serve. What good their riches accomplish for 
God's Kingdom! The fact remains, however, that not all of us can handle great wealth. So don’t 
set your heart on it. Instead, thank God for what you have, and be content. Then faithfully honor 
Him with what He has given you.  

 Read Proverbs 30:8, 9. Where do riches come from? Why do you think James 5:1-6 gives such 
strong warning against riches if they come from God? 

 How does Proverbs 30:8, 9 help us as believers keep things in proper balance when it comes 
to wealth? 

 Memory Verse James 5:1 

 Prayer - Father, give me just what You know I need to keep me trusting You. 
 
Wednesday, May 23, “Are you rich or poor?” Read James 5:1-6  
Do you consider your family to be rich or poor? Maybe you consider yourself as neither rich nor 
poor. When you think about people living in poverty, struggling just to get by, you may feel guilty 
because of your comfortable lifestyle. But when you see others who live in luxurious houses, 
drive expensive new cars, and take exotic vacations, your lifestyle may seem pretty cheap and 
boring. When James 5 addresses wealth, the point is not how much we possess, but our attitude 
toward our possessions. 1 Timothy 6:6 says, “godliness with contentment is great gain”. 
Regardless of our status, we should be content, neither coveting more nor resenting those who 
have more than we do. We as Christians should enjoy God’s blessings without feeling guilty, but 
we must also heed Paul’s admonition not to be self-reliant but to trust in God (1 Tim. 6:17). The 
Sovereign God is the source of all we have. Let's share willingly and generously with others. Such 
generosity has eternal value (1 Tim. 6:19). Whether we are rich or poor, let’s be sure to invest in 
eternity. God measures our giving by not by what we have but by what we do with what we 
have. 

 Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What are the warnings about wealth in these verses? 

 What does God want us to be rich in? (1 Tim. 6:18) What are some ways you can obey these 
verses this week? 

 Memory Verse James 5:1 

 Prayer - Father, please help me to be rich in good works towards others. Help me to reflect 
the generosity of my King. 

 
Thursday, May 24, “We always have enough when God is our supply.” Read James 5:1-6   
James 5 mentions 4 wrong ways to handle wealth. They are hoarding, cheating, self-indulgence, 
and harm. How can we be sure we won't fall into these sinful attitudes when it comes to wealth? 
GIVE! Our God is a generous, giving Father! In showing hospitality, Debbie and I have had a few 
times where we entertained a large group in our home and feared we wouldn’t have enough 
food to serve all the guests. Guess what happened? Several of the guests unexpectedly brought 
additional items and all of us were able to enjoy the surprise surplus. We had more than enough 
and were able to share out of the abundance. We serve a God of abundance who is consistently 
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“more than enough.” We can see God’s generous nature in the way He loves His children. Psalm 
103:4 lists the many benefits He bestows on us including redeeming our life from destruction, 
crowning us with lovingkindness, and pouring out on us His tender mercies. Ephesians 3:20 says 
"He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think”. His grace gives us 
“sufficiency in all things that we may have an abundance for every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). God’s 
love and grace, spilled over into our lives, enables us to share with others. We always have 
enough when God is our supply. 

 Read Psalm 103:4. What are some generous gifts God gives to His children named in these 
verses? Take some time to discuss what these benefits mean to us. 

 Memory Verse James 5:1 

 Prayer - Father, thank you for freely giving us everything we need. You are a generous Father 
who bestows good things to Your children. 

 
Friday, May 25, “True wealth is to know and love God.”   Read James 5:1-6  
Do you know what a lottery is? It's when many people pay money for a chance to win a larger 
amount of money. Yet, many people lose money in a lottery and only one or two gain a huge 
prize. Did you know that lotteries exist in more than 100 countries now? In a recent year, lottery 
ticket sales totaled more than $85 billion in just the US and Canada alone. The lure of huge 
jackpots has created a mindset among many that all of life’s problems would be solved “if I won 
the lottery.” To have wealth is not sinful, but it has the power to deceive us into thinking that 
money is the answer to all our needs. Psalm 119:14-16 says, “In the way of your testimonies I 
delight as much as in all riches. I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I 
will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.” Our greatest treasure is God and His 
word. Do you believe that? Spiritual treasure is focused on obedience to God and walking “in the 
path of His commandments." What if we were more excited about knowing God and following 
His Word rather than winning a jackpot worth millions? The issue in James 5 is not that people 
have wealth. The issue is that they love it and trust it more than the Sovereign God. True riches - 
the riches of knowing and obeying God - belong to all who walk with the Lord. True wealth is to 
know and love God. 

 Read Psalm 119:14-16. What is the writer delighting in? What does the psalmist consider to 
be a great treasure? Would those watching you know what your real treasure is? 

 James 5:1-6 seems to confront what we are putting our trust in. Why is it sometimes difficult 
to trust God instead of wealth or money? How can this change? 

 Memory Verse James 5:1 

 Prayer - Lord help me to treasure You and Your word above all the wealth this world could 
ever give. 

 
Saturday, May 26, Read James 5:7-11 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


