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 VISION STATEMENT 

 

 

The Belgic Confession succinctly summarizes chapter 23 of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
as follows which is our vision statement: 

 

“The marks by which the true Church is known are these:  If the pure doctrine of the 

gospel is preached therein; if it maintains the pure administration of the sacraments 

as instituted by Christ; if church discipline is exercised in punishing of sin; in short, if all 

things are managed according to the pure Word of God, all things contrary thereto re-

jected, and Jesus Christ acknowledged as the only Head of the Church.  Hereby the true 

Church may certainly be known, from which no man has a right to separate himself.” 

 

In order to honor God through our vision statement, it is critical that all proposed uses of the 
church conform to not only our statement of purpose, but also to God’s revelation through the bible 
and the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church in America. 
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WEDDINGS  

 

WEDDINGS AT GRACE 

We are pleased that you wish to be married at Grace Presbyterian Church (GPC).  One of the most 
meaningful occasions between a man and a woman is their wedding.  Our church considers the 
wedding ceremony to be a deeply spiritual and sacred experience.  “Being instituted by God, regu-
lated by His commandments and blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is our aim to assist you in 
making your wedding a ceremony characterized by dignity, reverence, warmth and joy.  To this end, 
we are happy to offer the services and facilities of GPC limited to members in good standing with 
the Session of GPC and former members upon Session approval. 

 

MORAL AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

Our marriage policy is consistent with the Westminster Confession of Faith.  The Session and its 
ministers are required by church law, as well as their conscience, not to marry persons disqualified 
by violation of either church or civil laws.  In the case of marriage after divorce, only scripturally 
sanctioned grounds for a second marriage can be considered.  A valid marriage license issued by 
the state of Georgia must be obtained and given to the minister in charge prior to the rehearsal.   

 

COUNSELING 

All couples planning to be married at GPC are required to complete a premarital counseling course 
taught by our pastor. This normally consists of several one hour sessions and also includes home-
work assignments. There is no cost for these sessions. 

 

GPC STAFF INVOLVED IN YOUR WEDDING 

 Pastor 

 Church organist 

 Janitorial personnel 

 Deacon 
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GETTING STARTED 

Requests for reservations giving dates and time of both wedding and rehearsal must be made in 
writing and submitted to the clerk of the Session using the Wedding Request Form.  The wedding 
date will not be confirmed until the couple has met with the Pastor for counseling and the Session 
has given approval. 

 

CHOOSING A DATE AND TIME 

It is important that you set a date and reserve the facilities at least 90 days before the wedding.  Due 
to the schedule of services at our church, late Saturday weddings are discouraged and are not 
scheduled after 6 p.m.  Wedding that include a reception at the church are not scheduled later than 
6 p.m.  Sunday weddings will be scheduled only in extreme circumstances.  Only one wedding will 
be scheduled at the church on a particular day. 

 

OFFICIATING MINISTERS 

The pastor of this church shall conduct the wedding ceremony.  Non-staff ministers who are in ac-
cordance with the theological position of the Presbyterian Church of America may assist with prior 
approval of the Session. 

 

THE WEDDING SERVICE 

The wedding service will be as prescribed by the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church 
in America.  Because the wedding service is a service of worship, the contents of the service, as well 
as, the attire and behavior of the wedding party and guests should reflect an attitude of reverence 
befitting the occasion. 

Photographs may not be taken during the processional or wedding ceremony.  After guests have 
vacated, photos of the wedding party may be made in the sanctuary.  Photos may also be taken in 
the narthex, outside of the ceremony. 

Videotape recording may be done using available lighting.  A video camera may be discreetly 
mounted. If an additional camera is used in the front of the sanctuary, it must be remotely operating 
and unobtrusive. 

Whether or not a formal program is printed, the officiating minister must approve the order of the 
ceremony. Prior to this approval, the details should be completed with the pastor and organist.  If 
you plan to have a printed program, we suggest you include this statement:  “To respect the wed-
ding party and their guests, taking photographs is not permitted during the service.  We also ask 
that all communication devices be set to silent mode.  Thank you.” 
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REHEARSAL 

It is wise to plan for a rehearsal even for simple weddings. If there are several attendants, a re-
hearsal is essential. It should begin promptly as scheduled. The bride and groom should insist that 
members of the wedding party be prompt for the rehearsal as for the wedding.  Rehearsals are 
normally scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. and last about an hour. 

 

DECORATING AND FLOWERS 

The finishings and symbols in the sanctuary make it a place of dignity and provide a sacred atmos-
phere. We believe they cannot be enhanced by elaborate decorations.  Please note the following: 

 Simple decorations are suggested. 

 Pews or other furniture may not be moved-except chairs and pulpit and communion table in 
the sanctuary. 

 Because of the fire hazard, lighting candles may not be placed in the windows, or the pews, 
or carried by the bridesmaids.  If they are used, they must be “drip less” and used only in 
candelabra located in the front of the sanctuary, with plastic placed under the candelabra to 
protect the floor. 

 

MUSIC 

Since the wedding ceremony is a service of worship, it is expected that all music will be in keeping 
with the standards of the Christian worship, placing the emphasis on the glorification of God.  Some 
music that may be appropriate for a reception-love songs or popular music- is not appropriate for 
the wedding service. 

The organist of Grace will play for all weddings.  Our organist will be present for both the rehearsal 
and wedding to assure that the ceremony runs smoothly and conforms to the guidelines in this 
booklet. If our organist is not available, the Director of Music will suggest a substitute. Guest vocal-
ists and solo instrumentalists may participate in the wedding, but please do not invite musicians 
until you have approval from the Director of Music. He must approve all music and participating 
musicians. 

 

FEES 

There are no fees charged to GPC members.  GPC will compensate all church staff involved in the 
wedding. 
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MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS 

 

 No alcoholic beverages will be served or consumed on the church premises.   

 Immediately prior to both the rehearsal and the wedding, it is expected that members of the 
wedding party will refrain from the use of alcoholic beverages. 

 Smoking is not permitted in the church building. 

 Ushers should refrain from loud conversation while in the narthex before and during the 
time guests are arriving.  The sanctuary doors are open and those already seated should not 
be disturbed.  This applies also to the bride and her attendants when they arrive in the nar-
thex.   

 We are aware of the traditional frivolity usually involved as the bride and groom depart 
from the church on their wedding trip, but we ask that such activities be confined within the 
bounds of Christian behavior. 

 No rice or confetti may be used as a farewell shower, but birdseed may be thrown outside of 
the building. 

 For Saturday night weddings and receptions, our building must be vacated by 9 pm.  The 
bride and groom are responsible for notifying the photographer, florist, caterer, and all 
members of the wedding party of all guidelines. 
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CHURCH FACILITY USE OTHER THAN WEDDINGS 

 

Historically, GPC has primarily used the church facilities for worship and Sunday School.  As the 
church has grown, other use has been requested.  It is the policy of the church that any use of the 
facilities would be in conformity with the Church Vision Statement, the Bible, and the doctrine of 
the Presbyterian Church in America and generally accepted Christian principles, ethics and limited 
to members only.  Necessarily, the Church reserves the right to refuse service to any proposed user 
that does not meet the guidelines specified herein, as well as, the spirit of other guiding documents 
previously mentioned. 

 

The regularly scheduled events of the Church must necessarily take precedent over any other pro-
posed events. As such, no events can be scheduled on Sunday or Wednesday evening or on special 
event periods such as Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, Missions Conference, Fall Bible Confer-
ence, Vacation Bible School, Women’s Conference or other designated events by the Session.  These 
aforementioned “black-out dates” are subject to change without notice.  Events will be scheduled on 
a first come, first serve basis with the Church members.  Due to staffing constraints, the Church may 
not be able to accommodate multiple evens on the same day. 

 

SPACE DESCRIPTION 

Guidelines for use of the sanctuary for weddings are specified in other area of the Church Facility 
Use Guide. Facilities intended under this section include the: fellowship hall, sanctuary, narthex, 
nursery, individual classrooms, and playground. The church must adhere to all federal, state, and 
local fire codes and regulations as to occupancy and use. 

 

DECORATIONS 

Please discuss any decorations you intend to use with the church at the time of your booking.  Any 
decoration must have prior approval of the church, be tastefully done, be inconformity with the 
general nature of a Christian church and not be affixed to the walls or any permanent portion of the 
church building.  The applicant will be financially liable for any damage caused by the installation or 
removal of their decorations.  The church reserves the right to disapprove any decorations that do 
not conform to this section or are deemed inappropriate. No furniture or permanent fixtures (ex-
cept banquet chairs/tables) of the church may be moved or utilized in the applicants’ event. 
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FOR PROFIT EVENTS 

The church facilities are to be used strictly for non-profit events.  Any events that have a commer-
cial intent or profit motive are prohibited. Nonetheless, all events must be approved by the  Session. 

 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE 

Although the church has kitchen facilities, we are not able to offer food and/or beverage services.  
All scheduled events at the church will require self-catering and/or coordination with the Women’s 
Ministry.  Applicants are welcome to bring approved food and beverages to their event, but the 
church is not responsible for any liability that may arise as a result of the same.  The use or con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited on the church property. 

 

INCLUDED SERVICES 

The church will provide only the following:  (1) Utilities to include lighting, HVAC/Heating, water 
and sewer. (2) Use of table and chairs.  All supplies, food, beverages are the responsibility of the cli-
ent.  The church does not provide any table skirting or linen services for events.  The church is not 
responsible for any linens that are left, lost, or stolen. 

 

CATERING 

In the event that an applicant determines to use self-catering or a catering company, the applicant 
will ensure the following: 

 The caterer must be bonded and insured in limits acceptable to the church. 

 The caterer must execute an Indemnification Agreement prior to the event. 

 The caterer must provide all required food, beverage, as well as all related supplies and 
condiments. 

 The caterer must supply all required silverware, dishes, coffee cups, glasses, serving pieces, 
plates, busing pans, cake servers, pots, pans cooking utensils and other required items. 

 The caterer must supply all tablecloths and napkins 

 The caterer must supply all foil, plastic wrap, and trash bags. 

 The caterer must supply all paper goods (such as tablecloths and napkins). 
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 The caterer must manually wash their own dishes.  The church dishwasher is not available. 

 The caterer must serve and clean up.  This includes all spaces that were used in the events 
as well as taking all trash to the recycling center. 

 The use of alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited. 

 

Any alternative to the above must be requested in writing and approved by the session.  

 

SUPERVISION AND SECURITY 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to provide and enforce adequate supervision during the course of 
the event, especially when young children are involved.  If additional security is required, there will 
be a fee charged by the church.  The church reserves the right to require the applicant to increase 
supervision should the nature of the group merit. 

 

CONDUCT 

The church expects all activities and individuals’ conduct to be within the confines of generally ac-
cepted Christian behavior.  The use or consumption of alcohol, tobacco and/or illegal substances is 
prohibited, as are individuals under the influence of the same.  Media and/or materials of an offen-
sive nature are also prohibited.  The church reserves the right to remove any offending individuals 
and/or immediately terminate the event. In such cases, the applicant automatically forfeits any 
prepaid fees. 

 

CLEANUP 

Unfortunately, the church does not have sufficient staff resources necessary to provide cleanup af-
ter an event.  As such, the applicant is expected to ensure that the meeting space is restored  and is 
free from all debris and in a clean condition prior to departure.  This includes removal of all trash.  
Applicants leaving the meeting space in an unclean condition will be charged a cleaning fee of a 
minimum of $500. 

 

FEES 

Members of the church in good standing are allowed usage of the church at no cost unless addition-
al security or cleanup is required. 
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NO THIRD PARTIES 

No vendor, nor any employee, agent or guest of the applicant, nor any other party whatsoever, shall 
have standing to bring any action against the church as a result of the use of the church facilities, or 
assume that the church will exercise any remedies provided by the Sales/Catering Contract, and no 
other party other than the church shall be deemed to be a beneficiary of any provision of the said 
contract, any and all of which may be freely waived in whole or in art by the church in its discretion 
at any time. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 

The undersigned Member(s) has/have read and understand the requirements of the Facilities Use 
Guide and pledge complete adherence to all described herein: 

 

 

Member Signature 

Member Signature 
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WEDDING APPLICATION 

 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
P. O. Box 105 

Blairsville, Ga  30514-0105 
 

This application must be completed and returned in order for a wedding date to be considered for 
approval. 

Proposed Wedding date Time of Wedding 

Rehearsal Date Time of Rehearsal 

Information About the Bride 

Bride’s Full Name Age Home Phone 

Address Zip 

Email Address Employment 

Work Phone Church Membership 

Has the bride been married previously? 

Information About the Groom 

Groom’s Full Name Age Home Phone 

Address Zip 

Email Address Employment 

Work Phone Church Membership 

Has the groom been married previously? 

Do you intend to use the church fellowship hall for your reception? 
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The church requires approval by the session and the pastor, and premarital counseling of the bride 
and groom by the pastor is also required. 

 

We have read the wedding policy and agree to abide by the policies and will make every effort to 
make certain that our guests do likewise. 

 

We understand that payment for any/all services should be made ten (10) days prior to the date of 
the rehearsal.  We agree to make such payment at that time. 

 

Bride’s Signature Date 

Groom’s Signature Date 

 

 

  

For Office Use Only 

Pastor’s Recommendation 

 

 

Date 

Session Action Date 

 

 

 

  


