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November 20, 2022 

November 27, 2022 

Today marks the beginning of the Advent Season. The word advent itself means “arrival” or 
“an appearing or coming into place.” Chris ans o en speak of Christ’s “first advent” and 
“second advent”; that is, His first and second comings to earth. His first advent would be 
the Incarna on. Although Paul in Romans 1:1-7 writes nothing of the story of the birth of 
Christ or details about Mary and Joseph, he includes key informa on about our Lord's first ad-
vent, informa on that helps us remember his significance in the plan of God.  

First, the Apostle Paul refers to "the gospel of God . . . concerning his Son" (vv. 1–3). The 
phrase gospel of God does not mean the "gospel about God," but  "God's gospel." In other 
words, God owns the gospel. It is His good news, not a message that was invented by human 
beings. The story of our Lord's entrance into this world is not a manmade fable but the truth 
of God revealed by His Sprit. Second, God promised this gospel "beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy Scriptures" (Rom. 1:2). The Lord prepared His people for millennia before 
the coming of the Messiah via the ministries of the Old Testament prophets.  But even before 
the prophets, we see the first predic on of the coming Messiah. Genesis 3:15 promises that 
the Serpent will bruise the heel of the seed of the woman while the seed of the woman will 
bruise the head of the Serpent. This is o en called "first gospel"—it tells us that the war be-
tween the Serpent and humanity will not last forever, that the "seed" of the woman and rep-
resenta ve of God's people must destroy sin and Satan. But the seed of the woman will not 
escape unharmed, for he will suffer in the process of defea ng the Enemy. This prophecy is 
fulfilled in Christ, who had to die in order to defeat the Devil, and who rose again from the 
dead to prove His triumph and secure our jus fica on.  (—From Ligonier Ministries) 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 

As you enter the Sanctuary, please assume a quiet and reverent a tude of  worship.  

  Please silence your cell phones. 

GATHERING MUSIC 

 

PRELUDE / CHIMES 

 

GREETING  AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 

 

Judy Redeker—”Watchman, What Of the Night.“ Organ, flute du-
et. Arranged by J. Southbridge 

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

(words printed on page 3 of the worship folder) 

The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and 
those who dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and 
established it upon the rivers. Who shall ascend the hill of 
the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 
 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not li  up 
his soul to what is false and does not swear decei ully. He will 
receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God 
of his salva on. Such is the genera on of those who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Li  up your heads, O 
gates! And be li ed up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 
 
Who is this King of glory? 
     
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in ba le! Li  up 
your heads, O gates! And li  them up, O ancient doors, that the 
King of glory may come in.  
 
Who is this King of glory?  
 
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!  
     - Psalm 24 

Beth McEwen—”Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery,” “Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring,” “Joy Has Dawned” 

Chris Saunders 

†HYMN OF PRAISE 
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Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
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†PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Congrega on reads bold pint) 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world— 
which some seek to control and others view with despair, we 
declare with joy and trust that our world belongs to God! 

Remembering the promise to reconcile the world to him-
self, God joined our humanity in Jesus Christ—the eternal 
Word made flesh. He is the long-awaited Messiah, one with 
us and one with God, fully human and fully divine, con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

We long for that day when our bodies are raised, the Lord 

wipes away our tears, and we dwell forever in the presence 
of God. We will take our place in the new crea on, where 
there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
and the Lord will be our light. Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

On that day we will see our Savior face to face,  

sacrificed Lamb and triumphant King, just and gracious. 
He will set all things right, judge evil, and condemn the 
wicked. We face that day without fear, for the Judge is our 
Savior, whose shed blood declares us righteous. We live 
confidently, an cipa ng his coming, offering him our daily 
lives—our acts of kindness, our loyalty, and our love—
knowing that he will weave even our sins and sorrows into 
his sovereign purpose. Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

  - From Our World Belongs to God (1,23, 56, 57) 

“And Can it Be That I Should Gain” 

(words printed on page 5 of the worship folder) 

†HYMN OF AFFIRMATION 
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The Congrega on will be seated 

And Can it Be That I Should Gain 
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†CONFESSION OF SIN 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Fallen in that first sin, we prove each day that apart from 
grace we are guilty sinners.  

We fail to thank God, we break God’s laws, we ignore our 
tasks. Looking for life without God, we find death; grasping 
for freedom outside the law, we trap ourselves in Satan's 
snares; pursuing pleasure, we lose the gi  of joy.  

All spheres of life—family and friendship, work and worship, 
school and state, play and art— bear the wounds of our re-
bellion.  

Sin is present everywhere—in pride of race, arrogance of 
na ons, abuse of the weak and helpless, disregard for wa-
ter, air, and soil, destruc on of living creatures, slavery, 
murder, terror, and war, worship of false gods, the mistreat-
ment of our bodies, and our fran c efforts to escape reality.  

We become vic ms of our own sin.  In all our striving to ex-
cuse or save ourselves, we stand condemned before the God 
of truth.  

Forgive us Father for our sin. Amen 

Joy Has Dawned 

(words printed on page 7 of the worship folder) 

SONG OF PREPARATION 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
tempta on, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the king-
dom, the power, and glory forever, Amen.  

But our world, broken and scarred, s ll belongs to God, 
who holds it together and gives us hope. Praise be to God. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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Joy Has Dawned 
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READING AND PREACHING 
OF GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER 

 

†BENEDICTION / RESPONSE 

(Doxology) 

 

 

†POSTLUDE 

Dr. Jon Jacobs 
"The Twelve" (Mark 6:7-13)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

If you have ques ons about today’s message, salva on through 
Jesus Christ, or our church, Dr.  Jacobs will be at the front of the 
Sanctuary following the Benedic on.  

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION 
“The Reason for God” - By Tim Keller with supplemental 
study in Mere Chris anity by C.S. Lewis.  Led by 
Dr. Andre Schoeffler in the Fellowship Hall 
“The Gospel According to Jesus” - By John MacArthur 
with supplemental study in So Great a Salva on by 
Charles Ryrie.  Led by Jerry Pedine in Classroom A 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

“The Biggest Story” - A book by Kevin DeYoung will be 
the pla orm used to connect the o en repeated 
“stories” of the Bible to the Word of God and each  
student’s journey as followers of Christ. Led by Sco  and 
Jacquie Tallman in the Youth Room.  
 

CHILDREN AND NURSERY 

Nursery (3-36 months). Childcare provided in the infant 
nursery. Classroom D 
Children (3-11 years). Genera ons of Grace curriculum is 
used. Students memorize catechism ques ons which  
introduce them to the doctrines of the faith. Classroom D 

ELDERS / CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Listed below are the Elders of Grace, with their areas 
of oversight. If you have special needs, contact your 
Elder. Last names beginning with 
A-B:  Andy Williams (Treasurer) 
C-G:   Jerry Pedine (Educa on, Youth,  
 Clerk of Session) 
H-M:  Andre Schoeffler (Deacons) 
N-R:  Sco  Tallman (Sacraments) 
S:  Bob Shepherd (Women’s Ministry, Prime-
 Timers, Fellowship Dinners) 
T-V: Keith Ma hews (Missions) 
W-Z:  Doug Brownsberger (Members and Visitors, 
 Widows and Orphans) 

DEACONS 
Kurt Spangenberg (Chairman), Tim Rothkopf, 
Bob Stanton,  Mike Fann, 
Jonathan Riley, and Mike Ziegenbein. 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PCA 
706-745-3653 • www.gracepcablairsville.org 

1940 Highway 515 East • PO Box 105 • Blairsville GA 30514 
email: office.gracepca@gmail.com 

Pastor: Dr. Jon Jacobs | Administra on: Chris Saunders 

ASSISTED HEARING DEVICES Wireless hearing 

units are available on the table near the sound booth. 

COFFEE is served from 9:00 

un l 9:15, and from 10:00 
un l 10:15 each Sunday 
morning. We ask that food 
and drink not be brought into 
the Sanctuary. 

For Applica on of the Word 

† The congrega on 
standing, if able 
Texts and Hymns print-
ed by permission. 
CCLI No.3192414 


