
  
 

 Modern sta s cs tell us that your average Joe is more afraid of public speaking than anything else, but I wonder if anyone ever 

asked about public singing? Many of us, par cularly men, are less than pleased with our singing voices, and many of us would rather be 

caught dead than singing (unless that locale was the shower). This can place some in a pickle. From the earliest days a er Christ, Chris ans 

were known as those who would gather to sing to Christ. Hymns have made up a large por on of spiritual wri ngs in the history of Chris -

anity. In fact, the longest book in the Bible is a book of hymns! S ll, whether it be due to fear of being off-key, looking a fool, or the subcon-

scious asser on that “Singing just isn’t what I do,” many do not sing on Sunday morning. In your brief me reading this cover, I would like to 

give you three reasons why you should, even must, sing if you are sincere in your faith to Christ.  

 Now that’s quite a statement! But I hope to back it up with Scripture. In Ephesians 5:18-19, Paul tells his readers to “be filled with 

the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.” Our 

very first reason to sing is that God commands it. In Ephesians, Paul refers to the countless psalms commanding God’s people to praise Him 

and sing to Him. God is glorified when we worship Him according to His means, and singing is one that is con nuous between the Old and 

New Testaments. God sings over us (Zephaniah 3:17), and we must respond with our own shouts of praise. 

 Second, and s ll with Ephesians 5, is that you sing for the church. No ce how Paul situates this act of singing: it is between the 

people in the pew. Your voice is an essen al piece of the choir of the saints. And as you join in, you are edifying (even being a means of 

grace to?) other members of God’s kingdom. We see the same tac cs in modern sports. The myriad of raucous fans join in songs of praise 

not just to show their support for the team, but to encourage and unite themselves to one another. When I hear, “Good ol’ Rocky Top!” I 

know it is no stranger in front of me but a member of the Volunteer horde. The songs of praise offered to God not only glorify God, but they 

also build up and solidify the bonds of love between His people.  

 Lastly, exuberant singing to the Lord is the fruit of the Spirit dwelling in you richly, as well as a means by which that Spirit makes 

Himself more at home in your heart. Paul specifically links the act of raising our voices with one another to the Lord as what it means to “be 

filled with the Spirit.” Only the Spirit can bring men and women to give shouts of joy to Christ the Lord. But second, it is a means of allowing 

the Spirit further residence in your heart and mind. The studies on music and memory are nothing less than astounding. Music is a remarka-

ble mnemonic device. The things we sing have a way of working themselves deep into our bones. Who remembers ever learning “Twinkle, 

Twinkle,” or “Happy Birthday”? In the me of the Reforma on, the Catholic church feared Mar n Luther’s hymns more than his theological 

tracts. They knew that it would be the songs that would win the hearts of the people. Our songs bolster our faith; they solidify truth; they 

reorient our hearts back to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 All of this to say, dear Chris an: Sing! Don’t be overly concerned with harmony or propriety but come into God’s house eager to 

sing to the God who has brought us out of the house of bondage into life everlas ng. Sing like you believe it. Sing like you’ve got the Spirit 

of God dwelling in you.      - J. Chris an Brewer 
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When the Gathering Music begins, please assume a quiet and reverent a tude of  worship.  

Please silence your cell phones. 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

Beth McEwen—““Be S ll and Know,” “Beneath the Cross,” 
“Come Praise and Glorify.”  

Chris an Brewer 

†HYMN OF PRAISE 

In the midst of the congrega on I will praise You. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, 

And give thanks to God’s holy name! 

I will extol you, my God and King,  

And bless your name forever.  

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

 

God’s greatness is unsearchable.  

- from Psalm 22, 97, 145 

GATHERING MUSIC 

PRELUDE / CHIMES 

GREETING  AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Judy Redeker—“There is a Fountain” (arr. G. Young) 

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
February 5, 2023 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 

INFANT BAPTISM Peter John Trull (Parents—Samuel and Salina) 

Eleanor Gene Wallace (Parents—Jacob and Cheyenne) 
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ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 
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†PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Congrega on reads bold pint) 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended to heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

(*catholic = universal) 

“In Christ Alone” †HYMN OF AFFIRMATION 
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The Congrega on will be seated. 

IN CHRIST ALONE 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Abide With Me” 

THE GOSPEL’S ASSURANCE 
OF GRACE 

Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?  Thanks 
be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Therefore, there is now no condemna on for those who are in 
Christ Jesus,  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who 
gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.  

- Romans 7:24b-25a, 8:1-2  

SONG OF PREPARATION 

O my dearest Lord Jesus Christ, you know my poor soul 

and my great transgressions, and I cry out to you alone 

with an open heart. I am sorry that I do not have will or  inten ons 

as I should and I fall behind daily, for I am a poor, sick sinner. 

 

You know that I want to have good will and good inten ons, 

but my foe strikes and leads me cap ve. 

Redeem me, a poor sinner, according to your divine will. 

Deliver me from all evil and all afflic ons. 

Strengthen and increase in me true Chris an faith. Give me grace 

to faithfully love my neighbor as myself with all my heart, and to 

love him as a brother.  

 

Give me pa ence and perseverance in all persecu on and trouble. 

You told St. Peter not to forgive only seven mes, 

and you have called us to come to you for consola on. 

So I come with the assurance of what you have pledged, 

and I cry to you as my true Pastor and Bishop of my soul in all my 

needs. You alone know how and when I need your help.  

 

Your will be done, and your name be praised forever. Amen. 

- Mar n Luther,  [Die Gebete Luthers, #31] 
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ABIDE WITH ME 
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READING AND PREACHING OF 
GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER 

Dr. Jon Jacobs 
"Blinded to the Light” (Mark 8:13-26) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

If you have ques ons about today’s message, salva on through 
Jesus Christ, or our church, one of our elders will be at the front of 
the Sanctuary following the Benedic on.  

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION 
“The Reason for God” - By Tim Keller with supplemental study in Mere 
Chris anity by C.S. Lewis.  Led by Dr. Andre Schoeffler in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
“The Gospel According to Jesus” - By John MacArthur with supplemental 
study in So Great a Salva on by Charles Ryrie.  Led by Jerry Pedine in 
Classroom A. 
“Dis nc ves of Grace" - If you are new to Grace, to the PCA, or to the Re-
formed faith in general, we invite you to a end this class.  Led by Chris an 
Brewer in Classroom B.  

 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“Reformed Basics” - An online study in which students are taught the ba-
sics of the Reformed faith beginning with God's sovereignty and man's 
responsibility, God's covenant and covenant people, eschatology and the 
life of the believer.  Led by  Samuel Trull and Jacob Wallace. 
 

CHILDREN AND NURSERY 
Nursery (3-36 months). Childcare provided in the infant nursery. Class-
room D Children (3-11 years). Genera ons of Grace curriculum is used. 
Students memorize catechism ques ons which  
introduce them to the doctrines of the faith. Classroom D. 

ELDERS / CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Listed below are the Elders of Grace, with 
their areas of oversight. If you have special 
needs, contact your Elder. Last names be-
ginning with 
A-B:  Andy Williams (Treasurer) 
C-G:   Jerry Pedine (Educa on, Youth,  
 Clerk of Session) 
H-M:  Andre Schoeffler (Deacons) 
N-R:  Sco  Tallman (Sacraments) 
S:  Bob Shepherd (Women’s Ministry, 
Prime- Timers, Fellowship Dinners) 
T-V: Keith Ma hews (Missions) 
W-Z:  Doug Brownsberger (Members and 
Visitors, Widows and Orphans) 

 
DEACONS 
Leonard Celaya, Mike Fann, Jonathan Riley,  
Kurt Spangenberg (Chairman),  
Jacob Wallace, Mike Ziegenbein. 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PCA 
706-745-3653 • www.gracepcablairsville.org 

1940 Highway 515 East • PO Box 105 • Blairsville GA 30514 
email: office.gracepca@gmail.com 

Pastor: Dr. Jon Jacobs |  Assistant Pastor: Chris an Brewer 
Administra on: Chris Saunders 

ASSISTED HEARING 
DEVICES Wireless hearing 

units are available on the table 
near the sound booth. 

COFFEE is served from 9:00 

un l 9:15, and from 10:00 un l 
10:15 each Sunday morning. We 
ask that food and drink not be 
brought into the Sanctuary. 

For Applica on of the Word 

†BENEDICTION / RESPONSE 

(Doxology) 

†POSTLUDE 

† The congrega on standing, if able  |  Texts and Hymns  printed by permission. CCLI No.3192414 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S 
TABLE 

1 Corinthians 11:23-34 


