
  

 

 

If there’s one confession that stands out in Scripture above others, if there’s one procla-
ma on about God that is repeated me and again in the Old Testament, it is that God is differ-
ent from us in every way. He is high and exalted, we are low and humble. He is glorious and 
bright, we are creatures and limited in every way. The phrase which sums it up best is that clas-
sic ascrip on found in Isaiah 6: “Holy, Holy, Holy.” The Trisagion, the triple pronouncement that 
God is holy, reveals just how exalted He is. 

For many religions and people, holiness, otherness, set-apart-ness, means that such a 
being can have nothing to do with us. However, in the Chris an confession of God, it is His oth-
erness, his transcendence as it’s been called, which allows for His nearness, His immanence. As 
it is confessed in Psalm 113:5, “Who is like unto the LORD our God, that hath his dwelling so 
high, and yet humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven and earth? He taketh 
up the simple out of the dust, and li eth the poor out of the mire, that he may set him with 
the princes, even with the princes of his people” (KJV). Our God is one whose dwelling is in the 
highest, and yet He comes down to behold the things of the earth. More than that, the one ar-
rayed in light and splendor li s the poor and lowly and sits him with princes.  

Entrance into the sanctuary of God means we are simultaneously here in Blairsville, GA, 
and yet also in the presence of God Himself. The one who dwells in the heavens comes and 
dwells in the mountains with us. His presence is not due to some compulsion to see how well 
we are doing. It is not coerced as if we somehow tricked Him into appearing here. It stems 
from nothing else other than His love and tender compassion on us, His people. He dwells with 
us and He sits us in the seats of royalty because He cares for us.  

 Dwell on that. You are called into God’s house this morning because He loves you. We 
gather here to bring praise and glory and honor to the God who dwells higher than the heav-
ens. We are gathered here to dwell with this God who sets a table for the lowly and the sinner.  

 

- J. Chris an Brewer 

 

GRACE ALONE • FAITH ALONE • SCRIPTURE ALONE • CHRIST ALONE • GLORY TO GOD ALONE 
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When the Gathering Music begins, please assume a quiet and reverent a tude of  worship.  

Please silence your cell phones. 

“We Come, O Christ, to You” 

Beth McEwen—“Sanctuary,” “Wonderful Merciful Savior,” “I 

Shall Not Want”  

Chris Saunders 

†HYMN OF PRAISE 

Blessed be the Lord, my rock, 

Who trains my hands for war, 

And my fingers for ba le; 

My lovingkindness and my fortress, 

My stronghold and my deliverer, 

My shield and He in whom I take refuge, 

Who subdues my people under me.  

I will sing a new song to You, O God; 

Upon a harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You, 

Who gives salva on to kings, 

Who rescues David His servant from the evil sword. 

Rescue me and deliver me out of the hand of aliens, 

Whose mouth speaks deceit 

And whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.  

How blessed are the people whose God is the Lord!  

- From Psalm 144 

GATHERING MUSIC 

PRELUDE 

GREETING  AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Beth McEwen / Judy Redeker Piano Duet —“The King of Love 

My Shepherd Is” (arr. John Dykes) 

Judy Redeker 

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
January 29, 2023 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 

(Congrega on reads bold print) 

INSTALLATION OF  

CHRISTIAN BREWER  

Dr. Jacobs and the Elders 

CHIMES 
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†PROFESSION OF FAITH 

(Congrega on reads bold pint) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 

and  that He is the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out 

of nothing created heaven and earth and everything in them, who 

s ll upholds and rules them by His eternal counsel and providence. 

He is my God and Father because of Christ the Son. I trust God so 

much that I do not doubt he will provide whatever I need for body 

and soul, and will turn to my good whatever adversity he sends up-

on me in this sad world. God is able to do this because he is al-

mighty God and desires to do this because he is a faithful Father. 

I believe that Jesus is the Son of God and our savior because he 

saves us from our sins, and because salva on should not be sought 

and cannot be found in anyone else. 

I believe that the Holy Spirit, with the Father and the Son, is eternal 

God and that the Spirit is given also to me, so that, through true 

faith, he makes me share in Christ and all his benefits through true 

faith, comforts me, and will remain with me forever. 

I believe that God, because of Christ’s sa sfac on, will no longer 

remember any of my sins or my sinful nature which I need to strug-

gle against all my life. Rather, by grace, God grants me the right-

eousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment. 

I believe that not only will my soul be taken immediately a er this 

life to Christ its head, but also my very flesh will be raised by the 

power of Christ, reunited with my soul and made like Christ’s glori-

ous body. 

And I believe that even as I already now experience in my heart the 

beginning of eternal joy, so a er this life I will have perfect blessed-

ness such as no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no human heart has 

ever imagined: a blessedness in which I will give praise to God for-

ever. 

- adapted from the Heidelberg Confession 

“God Himself is With Us” †HYMN OF AFFIRMATION 
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The Congrega on will be seated. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

(Congrega on reads bold print) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 

THE GOSPEL’S ASSURANCE 
OF GRACE 

Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ 

without any merit of our own, Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, 

is also restoring us by his Spirit into his image, so that with our whole 

lives we may show that we are thankful to God for his benefits, so that 

he may be praised through us, so that we may be assured of our faith 

by its fruits, and so that by our godly living our neighbors may be won 

over to Christ. 

SONG OF PREPARATION 

The fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, in Para-

dise has so poisoned our nature that we are all conceived and born in a 

sinful condi on. And according to God’s righteous judgment we de-

serve punishment both now and in eternity; how then can we escape 

this punishment and return to God’s favor? 

God requires that his jus ce be sa sfied. Therefore the claims of this 

jus ce must be paid in full, either by ourselves or by another. 

 

Can we make this payment ourselves? 

Certainly not. Actually, we increase our debt every day. 

 

Can another creature—any at all—pay this debt for us? 

No. To begin with, God will not punish any other creature for what a 

human is guilty of. Furthermore, no mere creature can bear the 

weight of God’s eternal wrath against sin and deliver others from it.  

 

What kind of mediator and deliverer should we look for then? 

One who is a true and righteous human, yet more powerful than all 

creatures, that is, one who is also true God. 

 

Why must the mediator be a true and righteous human? 

God’s jus ce demands that human nature, which has sinned, must 

pay for sin; but a sinful human could never pay for others. 

 

Why must the mediator also be true God? 

So that the mediator, by the power of his divinity, might bear the 

weight of God’s wrath in his humanity and earn for us and restore to 

us righteousness and life. 

- from the Heidelberg Catechism; ques ons 7, 12-19 
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READING AND PREACHING OF 
GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER 

Chris an Brewer 

"Bread in the Wilderness."  (Mark 8:1-12) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

If you have ques ons about today’s message, salva on through 

Jesus Christ, or our church, one of our elders will be at the front of 

the Sanctuary following the Benedic on.  

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION 

“The Reason for God” - By Tim Keller with supplemental study in Mere 

Chris anity by C.S. Lewis.  Led by Dr. Andre Schoeffler in the Fellowship 

Hall 

“The Gospel According to Jesus” - By John MacArthur with supplemental 

study in So Great a Salva on by Charles Ryrie.  Led by Jerry Pedine in 

Classroom A 

“Dis nc ves of Grace" - If you are new to Grace, to the PCA, or to the Re-

formed faith in general, we invite you to a end this class star ng February 5. 

Led by Chris an Brewer in Classroom B.  

 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

“Reformed Basics” - An online study in which students are taught the ba-

sics of the Reformed faith beginning with God's sovereignty and man's 

responsibility, God's covenant and covenant people, eschatology and the 

life of the believer.  Led by  Samuel Trull and Jacob Wallace. 

 

CHILDREN AND NURSERY 

Nursery (3-36 months). Childcare provided in the infant nursery. Class-

room D Children (3-11 years). Genera ons of Grace curriculum is used. 

Students memorize catechism ques ons which  

introduce them to the doctrines of the faith. Classroom D 

ELDERS / CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

Listed below are the Elders of Grace, with 

their areas of oversight. If you have special 

needs, contact your Elder. Last names be-

ginning with 

A-B:  Andy Williams (Treasurer) 

C-G:   Jerry Pedine (Educa on, Youth,  

 Clerk of Session) 

H-M:  Andre Schoeffler (Deacons) 

N-R:  Sco  Tallman (Sacraments) 

S:  Bob Shepherd (Women’s Ministry, 

Prime- Timers, Fellowship Dinners) 

T-V: Keith Ma hews (Missions) 

W-Z:  Doug Brownsberger (Members and 

Visitors, Widows and Orphans) 

 

DEACONS 

Leonard Celaya, Mike Fann, Jonathan Riley,  

Kurt Spangenberg (Chairman),  

Jacob Wallace, Mike Ziegenbein. 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PCA 
706-745-3653 • www.gracepcablairsville.org 

1940 Highway 515 East • PO Box 105 • Blairsville GA 30514 

email: office.gracepca@gmail.com 

Pastor: Dr. Jon Jacobs |  Assistant Pastor: Chris an Brewer 

Administra on: Chris Saunders 

ASSISTED HEARING 

DEVICES Wireless hearing 

units are available on the table 

near the sound booth. 

COFFEE is served from 9:00 

un l 9:15, and from 10:00 un l 

10:15 each Sunday morning. We 

ask that food and drink not be 

brought into the Sanctuary. 

For Applica on of the Word 

†BENEDICTION / RESPONSE 

(Doxology) 

†POSTLUDE 

† The congrega on standing, if able  |  Texts and Hymns  printed by permission. CCLI No.3192414 


