
  
 

 
 The (in)famous German theologian Rudolf Bultmann wrote in 1941, “We cannot use electric lights and 

radios and, in the event of illness, avail ourselves of modern medical and clinical means and at the same me 

believe in the spirit and wonder world of the New Testament.” Bultmann’s en re project was self-described as 

“de-mythologizing” the Chris an faith.  The only way the Chris an faith could survive, so he assumed, was to 

make it compa ble to the modern age. Now, you might be asking, “Why would a pastor quote something so 

horrific on a church bulle n?” And you’d be right to think that. However, Bultmann makes an astute observa-

on, but not the one he thinks. Faith in our modern, secular age is indeed nothing short of a miracle.  

 We now have far more than radios and electricity. We have instant access to everything we could 

want. We have football at our finger ps, television at a touch, and it crowds our hearts morning, noon, and 

night. There is no escape from the con nuous onslaught of things doing their best to crowd our view. It o en 

can be hard to take the Word seriously in a world of technological innova on and globaliza on, where Biblical 

morals are decried as backwards, hateful, even monstrous. As we come into worship on a Sunday morning, we 

come with our hearts and minds clogged by all the things we’ve ingested over the past week (and months, and 

years). 

 Part of the act of stepping through those doors into the sanctuary is the urgent plea for God to unstop 

our ears. For us to sing as we ought, to pray as we ought, to hear the Word as we ought, it takes nothing less 

than the miraculous touch of Christ by the power of the Spirit to open our ears, to loose our tongues, that His 

praise might be sung in the proper key.  

 We are so glad to welcome you to Grace this morning. And we pray that the Spirit of our Lord Jesus 

Christ might do the proper demoli on work to remove all those idols and barriers we rebuild week a er week 

a er week, and that as He does so, He would make you just li le bit more a er the image of Jesus.  

- J. Chris an Brewer 
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When the Gathering Music begins, please assume a quiet and reverent a tude of  worship.  

Please silence your cell phones. 

“Come, Chris ans, Join to Sing” 

Beth McEwen—“Psalm 23 – Surely Goodness,” “Psalm 45 – 
Fairest of All,” “Psalm 91 – On Eagle’s Wings”  

Chris an Brewer 

†HYMN OF PRAISE 

“Blessed are You, O L  God of Israel our father, forever 
and ever.  

Yours, O L , is the greatness and the power and the glory 
and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is 
in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, 
O L , and You exalt Yourself as head over all.  

Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over 
all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your 
hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.  

Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glori-
ous name.” 

- 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

 

GATHERING MUSIC 

PRELUDE  /  CHIMES 

GREETING  AND  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Judy Redeker—“Love Divine, All Love Excelling”  (J. Stainer) 

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
January 22, 2023 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 
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†PROFESSION OF FAITH 
(Congrega on reads bold pint) 

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pon us Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended to heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrec on of the body, 

and the life everlas ng. Amen. 

(*catholic = universal) 

“And Can It Be?” †HYMN OF AFFIRMATION 
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The Congrega on will be seated. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
(Congrega on reads bold print) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hallelujah! What a Savior!” 

 

THE GOSPEL’S ASSURANCE 
OF GRACE 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to 
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God. 

- based on 2 Corinthians 4:6 & 15   

SONG OF PREPARATION 

Lord, we come before you in prayer and confession. 

To you, O Lord, we li  up our souls. 

Our God, in you we trust. 

Let us not be put to shame; let not our enemies triumph over us. 

 

Make us to know Your ways and teach us Your paths. 

Lead us in Your truth and teach us. 

 

You are the God of our salva on. May we wait for you all the day long. 

Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 

 

Remember not the sins of our youth and our transgressions; 

according to Your steadfast love remember us, 

for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 

 

For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. 

 

Consider our afflic ons and our troubles, 

and forgive all our sins. 

 

You lead the humble in what is right. May we be humble; teach us Your 
way. 

 

All of Your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep Your covenant and Your tes monies. 

-based on Psalm 25 
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READING AND PREACHING OF 
GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER 

Dr. Jon Jacobs 
"Hearing and Telling" (Mark 7:31-36)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

If you have ques ons about today’s message, salva on through 
Jesus Christ, or our church, one of our elders will be at the front of 
the Sanctuary following the Benedic on.  

ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION 
“The Reason for God” - By Tim Keller with supplemental study in Mere 
Chris anity by C.S. Lewis.  Led by Dr. Andre Schoeffler in the Fellowship 
Hall 
“The Gospel According to Jesus” - By John MacArthur with supplemental 
study in So Great a Salva on by Charles Ryrie.  Led by Jerry Pedine in 
Classroom A 
“Dis nc ves of Grace" - If you are new to Grace, to the PCA, or to the Re-
formed faith in general, we invite you to a end this class star ng February 5. 
Led by Chris an Brewer in Classroom B.  

 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“Reformed Basics” - An online study in which students are taught the ba-
sics of the Reformed faith beginning with God's sovereignty and man's 
responsibility, God's covenant and covenant people, eschatology and the 
life of the believer.  Led by  Samuel Trull and Jacob Wallace. 
 

CHILDREN AND NURSERY 
Nursery (3-36 months). Childcare provided in the infant nursery. Class-
room D Children (3-11 years). Genera ons of Grace curriculum is used. 
Students memorize catechism ques ons which  
introduce them to the doctrines of the faith. Classroom D 

ELDERS / CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Listed below are the Elders of Grace, with 
their areas of oversight. If you have special 
needs, contact your Elder. Last names be-
ginning with 
A-B:  Andy Williams (Treasurer) 
C-G:   Jerry Pedine (Educa on, Youth,  
 Clerk of Session) 
H-M:  Andre Schoeffler (Deacons) 
N-R:  Sco  Tallman (Sacraments) 
S:  Bob Shepherd (Women’s Ministry, 
Prime- Timers, Fellowship Dinners) 
T-V: Keith Ma hews (Missions) 
W-Z:  Doug Brownsberger (Members and 
Visitors, Widows and Orphans) 

DEACONS 
Leonard Celaya, Mike Fann, Jonathan Riley,  
Kurt Spangenberg (Chairman),  
Jacob Wallace, Mike Ziegenbein. 

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PCA 
706-745-3653 • www.gracepcablairsville.org 

1940 Highway 515 East • PO Box 105 • Blairsville GA 30514 
email: office.gracepca@gmail.com 

Pastor: Dr. Jon Jacobs |  Assistant Pastor: Chris an Brewer 
Administra on: Chris Saunders 

ASSISTED HEARING 
DEVICES Wireless hear-

ing units are available on 
the table near the sound 
booth. 

COFFEE is served from 9:00 

un l 9:15, and from 10:00 
un l 10:15 each Sunday 
morning. We ask that food 
and drink not be brought into 
the Sanctuary. 

For Applica on of the Word 

†BENEDICTION / RESPONSE 

(Doxology) 

†POSTLUDE 


