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II. The Distinction between Belief and Faith 
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a. What, then, is philosophy? 
i. Jacques Maritain: “The Scholastic position is something 

entirely different. Therein philosophy is placed in the 
service of theology when, and only when, in its own 
workings theology employs philosophy as an instrument 
of truth in order to establish conclusions which are not 
philosophic but theological. Ancilla [handmaid], then, it 
may be, but not serva [slave], for theology handles 
philosophy in accordance with its proper laws; a Minister 
of state yes, but a slave it can never be. […] But in itself, 
or when engaged in its own pursuits, philosophy is not a 
handmaid; it is free, it enjoys the freedom to which as a 
form of wisdom it is entitled. I am fully aware that 
revelation teaches it certain truths, including philosophic. 
Even so, God alone is not subject to being taught, the 
angels themselves enlighten one another; being taught 
does not stifle the freedom of the mind, but merely attests 
that it is a created freedom. […] What I mean to say, in 



fine, is that no one will grant that philosophy should suffer 
duress: neither the non-Christian, in whose eyes faith 
would impose restraints on philosophy and obstruct its 
view; nor the Christian, for whom faith does not restrain 
philosophy but strengthens it and helps it to improve its 
vision.”1 

ii. John Paul II, Fides et Ratio: “It was because of its noble 
and indispensable contribution that, from the Patristic 
period onwards, philosophy was called the ancilla 
theologiae. The title was not intended to indicate 
philosophy’s servile submission or purely functional role 
with regard to theology. Rather, it was used in the sense in 
which Aristotle had spoken of the experimental sciences 
as ‘ancillary’ to ‘prima philosophia’. The term can 
scarcely be used today, given the principle of autonomy to 
which we have referred, but it has served throughout 
history to indicate the necessity of the link between the 
two sciences and the impossibility of their separation.”2 

 
1 Jacques Maritain, “An Essay on Christian Philosophy”, available from: 

https://maritain.nd.edu/jmc/etext/aeocp15.htm; accessed 27 August 2020, 14:36. 
2 John Paul II, Fides et Ratio §77. 


