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Scriptural Hermeneutics and Development of Doctrine 
 
Part I: Finishing up class 4: A More In-Depth Introduction to 
Scripture: 
 

I. Biblical Hermeneutics 
II. The Senses of Scripture 

 
116: The literal sense is the meaning conveyed by the words of Scripture 
and discovered by exegesis, following the rules of sound interpretation: 
“All other senses of Sacred Scripture are based on the literal.” 
 
117: The spiritual sense. Thanks to the unity of God’s plan, not only the 
text of Scripture but also the realities and events about which it speaks can 
be signs. 
 
(1) The allegorical sense. We can acquire a more profound understanding 
of events by recognizing their significance in Christ; thus the crossing of 
the Red Sea is a sign or type of Christ's victory and also of Christian 
Baptism. 



 

(2) The moral sense. The events reported in Scripture ought to lead us to 
act justly. As St. Paul says, they were written “for our instruction”. 
 
(3) The anagogical sense (Greek: anagoge, “leading”). We can view 
realities and events in terms of their eternal significance, leading us 
toward our true homeland: thus the Church on earth is a sign of the 
heavenly Jerusalem.  
 
119: “It is the task of exegetes to work, according to these rules, towards 
a better understanding and explanation of the meaning of Sacred Scripture 
in order that their research may help the Church to form a firmer 
judgement. For, of course, all that has been said about the manner of 
interpreting Scripture is ultimately subject to the judgement of the Church 
which exercises the divinely conferred commission and ministry of 
watching over and interpreting the Word of God” (Dei Verbum 12 §3). 
 
Part II: Salvation History and the Development of Doctrine: A 
Particular Application to Describe the General Principle: 
[POWERPOINT SLIDE SHOW] 


