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Yes, we're Bible translators, but discipleship is an important part of
what we do!  Oh, and by the way, when was the last time you ate
an elephant?  Scroll down to see what we mean.

View this email in your browser

Please DO NOT HIT "Reply" to send us an email!  Please use the BUTTON at
the bottom of this email!  It will start you on a fresh email with the right

address.  Then we get an awesome letter from you, without all the stuff we
already know.  And it will get to us quickly even if we are having

communication issues.  Thank you! 

What Does Discipleship Look Like In a Tribal
Context?
First, let’s define discipleship. Discipleship is the purposeful teaching of God’s
truth, to be passed on to the next generation (our kids), and over to my
neighbor (those who I see have a need and I am able to help).
So discipleship doesn’t “just happen.”  Discipleship is the concerted living side-
by-side with people.  That means there is no “quick fix” or  “just add water” for
an instant disciple.  This is something that takes time, effort, and obedience.

Jesus is our model.  He spent 3 years discipling those who followed him.  After
his death and resurrection, those disciples went and discipled others. As Paul
says in 1 Cor. 11:1. “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.”  Wow, that’s a high
standard!

Who are we discipling? Our children, our co-workers, the Lusi Bible teachers,
our translation helpers, the folks in our village, the folks we rub shoulders with
on a day by day basis, those we are serving.

So discipling looks like two parents purposefully having daily devotions with
their kids each morning.  It looks like homeschooling and discussions about
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topics around the kitchen table. 

It looks like team meetings as we work with our co-workers to deal with issues
that have come up, and returning to God’s Word to seek out answers.  It’s
about teaching study and writing skills to enable our co-workers to do an even
better job of writing Bible Lessons. 

It is our team leading Bible teacher training classes, while  demonstrating a
different kind of leadership. One that’s not about making a big name for
themselves, but serving. 

It is talking about God’s Word as we do translation.  Sharing what we are
learning, or what God is doing in our own lives.

It also looks like how Mom deals with a student struggling with a math concept. 
Or Dad dealing with someone forgetting to do a chore.  It also looks like what
we do, when things don’t go the way we planned, and we’re thrown a curveball.

It’s about helping my neighbor when there is a medical crisis, and the hospital
is far off.
And guess what? We don’t always get it right.  We are human, and we flub up. 
When we rely on our own strength, our own thinking, our own will, we fail. 

However, this too is a chance for discipleship.  To model humility, repentance,
forgiveness, and reliance on the Lord, because He is certainly more than able! 
So, who are you discipling today?

Correction: Translation Speed Vs Quality
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Article
Some people thought we were talking about comparing our speed to others
who have dedicated years to the work of translating the Bible into other
languages.  This was not our intent.  We recognize that there are a broad
variety of situations around the world, that are not exactly like our context. 

What we were trying to get people to think about are the extreme cases, where
people in the name of speed are claiming to translate New Testaments in just a
number of weeks.  And we were trying to get people to think,  without pointing
fingers or naming names.  It just goes to show that even working in our own
"Mother Tongue" there are opportunities where we can communicate
ineffectually.  Particularly, when we see things through our own grid, or
sunglasses.

The article should have said, "If you hear of Bibles being translated in mere
weeks or months, ask yourself, what is being sacrificed?"

Bible Lesson Writing Class: It's Like Eating an
Elephant!
One of our co-workers had been shouldering most of the work of writing the
Bible Lessons in Lusi, and he reached a point where he was feeling some
burnout.  So as a team, we had to take a step back, and look at what we could
do to help bring others online to write Bible Lessons as well.  The other team
members just looked at Bible Lesson writing as something that they couldn't do
well.  It was an elephant!  A job much too big for them!

So we looked at that elephant, and realized that we needed to tackle this, like
any other huge task.  One little bit at a time.  So we started meeting weekly for
Bible Lesson Writing classes.  And we started by cutting up the elephant into
smaller pieces. We started walking all of our co-workers through the process of
what it takes to write a Bible Lesson, particularly for passages which they had
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not been taught about. 

First step, take a passage and study it.  How does this fit into the big picture of
the good news of the gospel?  Then, break it down into the points that need to
be taught to help young believers grow firm in their faith.  During that first class,
we got a lot of blank looks.  Okay, it was too much of the elephant.

Thing about it.  We've all had that experience of being in some class, and the
teacher talking about all the things he or she is getting out of the text, and we
just don't see it.  And we're wondering, "Really? That's in there? How did he
see that?"  But as we had more and more exposure, and the teacher taught us
what to look for, then we were able to see those things on our own.  These are
higher level thinking skills, which we, as westerners, were taught through
multiple levels of school, and we come to take them for granted.  Everyone
knows how to do that!

The only school many of our co-workers had received was literacy school, how
to read and write.  And while all of them are fluent readers, some struggled with
finding main ideas, following logic, and analyzing new material in light of what
they already knew.  Our co-workers are very capable of learning and doing
these skills.  But some lacked experience, and many of them lacked
confidence.  The co-workers who have worked with literacy classes more, or
have been elders longer, fared better than those who have only been Bible
teachers.  So we realized that we need to back up a step and help them
analyze passages, find the main points, and write outlines. 

So we worked our way through all of 1 Corinthians.  Some parts they had been
taught on before, and some parts they haven't heard teaching on.  At first it felt
like they wanted us to give them all of the answers.  They wanted us to study it
out, and then teach them.  But, we wanted to build up their confidence in the
teaching and training that they have already received and walked in for years,
and we wanted them to think and evaluate new material in light of what they
already knew.  Because the bottom line is: the Bible is the authority what we
weigh everything against, not what some teacher tells us the Bible says.  So we
met somewhere in the middle, everyone study it out, write down their thoughts,
and then we would work through things as a group.  This makes for slow
progress.  However, we are walking with them through it, a little at a time.  Right
now we're working on cutting up that elephant into smaller and smaller pieces.

But the end goal is more Bible Lesson writers, and we’re on the way!  At the
end of the class session this last week, one of our co-workers said, "Thanks for
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showing us how to cut up the elephant. This is helping!"
 

Still Reaching Out: Small Family Group Evangelism
Where is the Lusi church at today?  The simple answer is slowly growing. 
Individuals, couples, small family groups have expressed interest in different
places.  So when we have teachers available, they are taught.  The challenge
is managing the follow-up teaching, and fitting them into a small group of
believers in their area.

There are Lusi believers who want desperately to share their belief with others
around them, because they know what they have been saved from.  And they
are searching for opportunities to share.  Pray for the Lusi.  Like during Jesus’s
time where there were Pharisees teaching their oral traditions as higher than
the word of God, and this kept people from recognizing the Messiah. There are
people trying to block others from hearing God’s Word and recognizing the
Messiah.

Pray that God would be preparing those Lusi, who he wants them to hear the
gospel.  Pray that the Lusi believers would find opportunities to share the good
news of the gospel.
 

Yep this is us.

You can keep up with our family on any of the networks below or at our blog.
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Anji's Facebook Our Blog Drop us a line, we'd love to hear from you!

For more information on how to give to our ministry click here

Want more stories from other missionaries at Ethnos360? Follow Ethnos360's social
channels below.

Facebook Instagram Twitter Ethnos360
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