
DECEMBER 1 

It’s day one! Christmas is coming soon! Let’s spend the next 25 days putting together 
this puzzle and getting ready for the Christmas season. 

Read Micah 5:1-4 (if you have young children we recommend reading all the 
scriptures in this box in the NIRV—New International Readers’ Version) 

What you just read was a birth announcement. God was announcing that Jesus was 
going to be born. Parents do this when they know a baby is on the way. But this 
announcement was special—it was written 500 years before Jesus was born! 

Many generations of Israelites waited excitedly in anticipation of Jesus’ birth. 

 

DECEMBER 2 

Jesus’ birth was announced 500 years before he was born. God’s people waited 
patiently, watching every day for his arrival. Have you ever had to wait? Tell about a 
time you had to wait for something you really wanted. Was it worth the wait? 

Jesus was definitely worth the wait. He came to save us. 

Your very first assignment is coming up on Saturday! To prepare, get together 
materials to make homemade cards (one for each person). 

 

DECEMBER 3 

Read Jesus’ birth announcement—Micah 5:1-4—again. Jesus was supposed to be 
born in Bethlehem. The only problem was that Mary and Joseph didn’t live in 
Bethlehem. Mary had probably never even been there before! 

Now read Luke 2:1-4. What did God do to make his promise happen? 

God always keeps his promises. You can count on that! What are some other 
promises that God has made to us? 

 

DECEMBER 4 

Just like God’s people were anticipating the arrival of Jesus, we are anticipating the 
arrival of Christmas. Your assignment is to make a homemade card for someone who 
is shut-in this Christmas season. Put some effort into it, make it look good! 

1) Write out Micah 5:1-4. 2) Tell about why you are excited for Christmas. 3) Tell 
what the real meaning of Christmas is. 4) Sign your name! 

Mail this card to one of our church members who is shut-in. We’ve included a list 
inside this box. 

We’ll see you at church tomorrow morning! 



DECEMBER 6 

Read Luke 2:8-18. What an incredible story! Can you imagine how amazing that must 
have been for the shepherds? This week we are going to spend some time talking 
about their story. 

 

DECEMBER 7 

Remember yesterday’s story? What happened? 

Read Luke 2:8-18 again, but this time imagine that you are one of the shepherds. 
How crazy would it have been to see thousands and thousands of angels show up out 
of nowhere? The Bible says they were terrified. Would you have been terrified? 

The shepherds were scared but they were also very excited. What did they do next? 

This weekend we have a special assignment for you. We’ll let you know soon what it 
is, but in the meantime be gathering supplies to make a dessert! 

 

DECEMBER 8 

Part of the reason the shepherds were afraid was that they had never seen an angel 
before. But there was another reason. Read verse 9 again. When the angels showed 
up, what does the Bible say got all over the shepherds? … God’s glory! It was all over 
them. 

Feeling and seeing God’s power was overwhelming. But that’s the reason they ran to 
tell everyone what happened. They wanted to share God’s glory with others. 

We are supposed to share God’s glory too! Read 1 Corinthians 10:31. What does it 
say we can do to show God’s glory to others? … EVERYTHING! Every single thing we 
do can share God’s glory to other people. So that’s why we have to do our best at 
whatever we set out to do, and that’s why we have to do everything with love. If we 
do, other people will see God’s glory! 

 

DECEMBER 9 

We’ve been talking all week about sharing God’s glory. This weekend we’re going to 
do that! Here is your assignment: Work together to make a dessert. Everybody needs 
to help! Do your best because you are doing it for God’s glory! You’re going to deliver 
this dessert to someone who lives in your neighborhood - preferably somebody your 
family doesn’t know very well. 

Make a card to go with it, and in the card explain why you brought them a dessert. 
Talk about the shepherds, and the angels, and God’s glory. 

When you have all that completed, deliver it! 



DECEMBER 10 

Have you started working on your project yet? It’s going to be a great way for you to 
share the news of Jesus’ birth with others. After you have made everything, you can 
take a picture of it and send it to Christmas@ihccdanville.org. We may put your 
picture on the screens at church! 

Next week we will have another Christmas project for you! 

Have a great weekend, and we’ll see you on Sunday! 

DECEMBER 13 

We are getting so close to Christmas! Are you excited? Today we’re going to read 
from the very first part of the Christmas story. Read Luke 1:5-25 (again, we 
recommend the NIRV for younger children). 

Zechariah and Elizabeth got the shock of their life! God told them they were going to 
have a baby. They had always wanted to have a baby, but they were so old they 
didn’t think it was ever going to happen. So when the angel tells Zechariah he’s going 
to have a son, he doesn’t believe it! 

But then Elizabeth got pregnant. How do you think Zechariah and Elizabeth felt when 
they realized it was really happening? What do you think they were thinking? What 
were the different emotions they might have had? 

 

DECEMBER 14 

Yesterday we learned about Zechariah and Elizabeth and the stunning announcement 
they heard from an angel. What was it? 

But that wasn’t the only crazy announcement! Today let’s read Luke 1:26-38. 

Another crazy announcement! Elizabeth was going to have a baby even though she 
was very old. Now Mary finds out that she’s going to have a baby and she’s never 
even been married. But like Elizabeth, Mary trusts God. What do you think was going 
through Mary’s head after the angel left? What different emotions might she have 
had? 

 



DECEMBER 15 

On Monday we heard about Elizabeth becoming pregnant even though she was old. 
Yesterday we heard about Mary becoming pregnant even though she was not 
married. Both of them must have been excited, but also really scared! Elizabeth 
thought she might be too old to take care of her baby. Mary must have wondered 
whether she could afford to take care of her baby, or whether or not her fiancé 
Joseph might get scared and leave her. 

So what did Mary and Elizabeth do to make it through this scary time? Read Luke 
1:39-45 to find out! 

Mary and Elizabeth were both going through scary times, but they didn’t have to go 
through it alone. They had each other for love and encouragement. And that’s how  
God gave them peace! Discuss: what is peace? 

 

DECEMBER 16 

It’s time for this week’s assignment! We’ve been learning this week about Mary and 
Elizabeth, and how God gave them peace by sending them to each other. When we 
go through difficult times, it’s always good to have other people to help us. 

This week, we are going to help bring peace to people who were going through the 
same kind of thing Elizabeth and Mary were. Haven Care Center is a pregnancy crisis 
center in Danville. Sometimes when young mothers find out they are pregnant they 
are scared because they might not have enough money to support the baby, or they 
might not have anyone to help them. Haven Care Center helps them all the way 
through the process, giving them what they need to make it through. 

This weekend, shop together as a family for some of these things: baby wipes, 
diapers, baby soap, baby lotion. And then deliver these to Haven Care Center. You 
will be helping bring peace to mothers who need it! 

 

DECEMBER 17 

Have you started working on your assignment yet? God loves it when we serve 
others. 

Life can be scary sometimes, but God can give us peace. When God gives us peace, 
life is so much easier! It makes us less afraid, because we can trust him. 

Read Philippians 4:4-7. How does God give us peace? 



DECEMBER 20 

Christmas is only FIVE DAYS AWAY! Are you excited? We celebrate because Jesus 
was born. But we also celebrate because we LOVE PRESENTS. This week, let’s talk 
about the very first Christmas presents ever given. 

Read Matthew 2:1-11, and then answer these questions together. Who were the 
Magi? Why were they so excited to see Jesus? What were the three gifts that they 
brought Jesus? 

Would you be excited to get gold? Frankincense is an oil, and myrrh is a perfume. 
Would you be excited to get frankincense and myrrh? Well, they didn’t bring these 
gifts to Jesus for him to play with. These gifts were very valuable, and Mary and 
Joseph were able to sell them so that they would have money to raise Jesus. 

They were the first Christmas gifts ever given! We’ll talk more about gifts tomorrow. 

 

DECEMBER 21 

Let’s hear everybody’s answers to these questions: What’s the best gift you ever got? 
Why did you like that gift so much? 

Yesterday we learned about the first Christmas gifts - gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
They were given to Jesus and his family to help support them because they were very 
poor. It was just what they needed. 

Gifts are a great way to show love. Are you ready for your assignment? This week, as 
we remember that the Wise Men gave gifts to help Jesus, you are going to make gift 
coupons to help your family! Make coupons for your parents, or your siblings, or your 
spouse. 

(Some ideas: have your kids make chore coupons, where they will do one of their sibling’s chores that day. 
Or make a coupon for your spouse, where you will take them out to their favorite restaurant, or you’ll do a 
project for them. If you live by yourself, make a coupon for one of your relatives. Maybe you will have your 
kids make just one of these coupons each, or maybe more. However you do this will depend on your family, 
but this can work whether there is just you in the house or eight people!) 

These coupons will be a reminder to our family of the first Christmas gifts given by 
the Wise Men. 



DECEMBER 22 

Let’s read what the Bible says about the gifts we give that help other people: 

2 Corinthians 9:12-15: Your gifts meet the needs of the Lord’s people. And that’s not 
all. Your gifts also cause many people to thank God. You have shown yourselves to be 
worthy by what you have given. So other people will praise God because you obey 
him. That proves that you really believe the good news about Christ. They will also 
praise God because you share freely with them and with everyone else. Their hearts 
will be filled with love for you when they pray for you. God has given you grace that is 
better than anything. Let us give thanks to God for his gift. It is so great that no one 
can tell how wonderful it really is!  

Wow! These are such great verses. Paul says that when we give gifts that help 
others, it will show other people who God is! And Paul reminds us that we give gifts 
that help others because God gave us a gift first—the best gift of all—baby Jesus! 

Discuss: Why was Jesus such an important gift for us? Why is Jesus the gift that 
keeps on giving? 

Paul says that Jesus is a gift so great that no one can tell how wonderful it really is. 
We can’t even understand how amazing God’s grace and love for us is. Pray together 
saying thank you to God for Jesus. 

 

DECEMBER 23 

TWO DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS! Have you finished your coupons? 

What has been the best part of doing Christmas together this year? What was your 
favorite assignment? 

 

DECEMBER 24 

ONE DAY UNTIL CHRISTMAS! Read Luke 2:1-7 together. We’ve almost finished the 
puzzle, and when we do we’ll see the most important part of the story! 

See you tonight at the Christmas Eve service!!! 

 

DECEMBER 25 

Merry Christmas! Let’s finish the puzzle! Who is at the center of our puzzle? Jesus! 
Jesus is the center of our puzzle, and he should also be the center of our Christmas 
celebration today. Because of Jesus’ birth we get to be a part of the family of God. 
What an incredible honor. Let’s spend some time praying, right now, thanking God for 
the very first Christmas. 


