
 

  

Hope for Estonia  

Continuing the 
Journey 

   I  was exci ted to  

f ind out  a t  camp 

that  my res idency 

in Eston ia has 

been approved for 

a two-year  

extension.  I  wi l l  be 

p ick ing up my new 

ID card today .  I  

pra ise God for the 

work he is  and wi l l  

do here as he 

cont inues to  draw 

hear ts to h imself .  I  

have been looking 

ahead and asking 

God what  areas 

and min is t r ies I  

should focus on or 

s tart .  Please pray 

wi th me as 

consider  how to  

improve  and adapt  

new ways of  

int roducing people  

to  Jesus.  Pray 

a lso for the church 

that  they would  not  

lose the i r  zeal  for  

the Lord.   

  

Baltic Christian Youth Camp a.k.a Balchyoca 
    Hello there! I hope you are enjoying 

your summer to the best of your 

ability. Greetings from Estonia!   

This year celebrates the 26th year of 

camp Balchyoca here in Estonia. 

Normally, a good amount of the staff 

come from Canada and the U.S. but 

due to restrictions this year was run 

solely by the “home team.” Two girls 

from Lithuania came to join us and I 

really enjoyed having them in my 

cabin and getting to know them and 

about their culture. We had about 60 

people total in the camp and it gave us 

a lot of opportunities to interact with 

the campers individually. 

       My teammate Randall and I were 

asked to teach some of the children’s 

classes and plan some of the 

activities. It was challenging to be one 

of maybe 5 people there that didn’t 

speak or understand Russian, but it 

reminded me that caring for people 

doesn’t necessarily require words. 

       Pictured above are some of the 

fellow camp staff. On the front left is 

Inga. She was baptized into Christ 

during camp this year. She has been 

coming to this camp for 13 years and 

her older sister was baptized last year. 

It is so cool to see them growing and 

committing their lives to Christ. Please 

pray for Inga as she continues to grow 

in her walk with Jesus. 

      Pictured below is the day after 

camp when staff could hang out 

without campers around. It was fun to 

be chill and talk more deeply. Lord 

willing, I will be attending Lithuania 

family camp next year.   
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       Pictured Above is me 

and some friends of mine 

I met in our first Estonian 

class. Two are from 

Indonesia and two are 

from Japan. I enjoy 

spending time with them 

still and we like to meet up 

for dinner and games. I 

had a chance to try some 

new foods like seaweed 

powder milk jellies and an 

Indonesian dessert made 

form green beans and 

coconut milk.  

       Meeting them gives 

me opportunities to share 

about why I am here as 

well and offer to study the 

Bible with them if they 

have an interest. Until 

then, they have been nice 

friends to have as fellow 

foreigners that live here 

long term.  

 

Taking Time Alone 

with God 

     This summer I have 

been visiting some 

new places in Estonia 

and this last week I 

spent a few days near 

a small lake village a 

few miles from Tartu. 

After camp and other 

ministry things, I knew 

I needed some time 

alone with God.  

   I was tremendously 

blessed as I spent 

time in nature, 

reflecting on the 

goodness of God, 

journaling, and 

reading a devotional 

book on getting closer 

to God. I was 

challenged in areas I 

need to grow in and 

comforted by the 

promises of God. It 

was a spiritual breath 

of fresh air.  

   My host let me pick 

fresh berries and 

vegetables from her 

garden and I loved 

sitting on the dock, 

just enjoying being in 

the presence of God. I 

came back refreshed 

and encouraged. 

      Pictured below is the 

beautiful Astrid. Astrid 

was baptized almost a 

year ago and it has been 

a great joy to walk with 

her in her faith and 

growing knowledge of the 

word of God. We recently 

finished a study of the 

book of Psalms and we 

will start a study of the 

letter to the Galatians 

today.  

     It has been amazing to 

see an Estonian so thirsty 

for God and so earnest to 

live a life pleasing to him. 

I am thankful to have her 

in my life to share what I 

have learned.  

   Yesterday in our 

service we had two 

friends of mine visit as 

well as an older Estonian 

gentleman who asked if I 

was the translator. Astrid 

was happy to help and 

willing to translate the 

entire service for him on 

the spot. I admire that 

willingness to serve in 

her. There is something 

so special about singing 

in more than one 

language. We sang 

several songs in both 

English and Estonian 

yesterday and it was so 

precious to hear the 

Estonian man pipe up for 

the verses in his mother 

tongue.  

    One other guest was a 

Muslim from Pakistan 

who asked to join us 

during our Estonian 

speaking test. He is 

curious to learn more 

about the Jesus of the 

Bible and Christianity.  

Dinner with Fellow 
Estonian 
Language 
Students 
Catching up and learning 

more about people and 

cultures. 
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