
How long have you been on staff at Western Hills? 
I started on June 17, 2012. 
 

Why do you do what you do at Western Hills (why this job)? 
 I was called into ministry the summer before my senior year of high school. Take away how much I love teen and 
preteens (which I do) and how passionate I am about moving people closer to God (which I am), I still serve in ministry 
because it is what God has called me to do. 
 

Where did you grow up / where have you lived?  
I was born in southern Illinois and moved to Houston, Texas when I was 5. After a couple of years of stifling humidity and 
roaches the size of loaves of bread, we moved to the Dallas / Fort Worth metroplex, where I lived through college 
(except when away at school). Then I lived in southern Indiana for two years before moving to the Atlanta metro area, 
where we lived for nine years. 
 

What are your significant relationships (spouse, children, roommates)? 
My wife and best friend is Kara. We’ve been together for over 20 years. We got married on April 28, 2001. Having 
children wasn’t part of God’s plan for our lives, so we still think of ourselves a lot younger than we are.  
 

What is your education background? 
After a year of failing to follow God’s plan at the University of Texas at Arlington, I submitted and studied Youth Ministry 
at Oklahoma Christian University. I have and BA in Youth Ministry, although most of my education has been on-the-job 
training. 
 

Do you have any pets? 
No animals (Kara never had pets growing up, so there was no big rush to get one), but we did have a roommate for 3.5 
years. Rob was sort of a pet/family member/monkey butler. 
 

What are your interests / what do you do for fun? 
I’m a huge fan of narrative. I love stories in all forms: books, movies, tv shows, comics, games. I like camping (but I don’t 
get to go often), cooking, and playing guitar. But what I really love is talking to people about important things. I’m 
terrible at small talk, but I thrive on the meaningful exchange of ideas. 
 

What are your favorite foods / places to eat? 
I often tell people “I don’t have favorites.” Whether it’s bands, colors, or foods, I can’t pick a favorite. But I love to eat 
good food. I love to eat out (probably because of the conversation; see above). If I had to pick a favorite type of food, it 
would be Chinese (but that’s probably because it’s what I’m craving right now). One of the best restaurants in the world 
is a Mongolian grill fusion place in Atlanta called Big Chow Grill. In Lawton, it’s hard to beat McKenzie’s Burger Garage or 
Billy Sim’s. 
 

Where do you like to visit / vacation? 
Having lived most of our adult lives in other states, most of our vacations are trips to see family. On those rare occasions 
when we can go on a trip, we found ourselves drawn to Walt Disney World. (I know, it sounds like someplace you’d take 
your kids. But trust me, it can be lots of fun without them.) 
 

What is your favorite part of serving at Western Hills? 
I love working with teens. They’re fun and unpredictable and full of energy. Most of all, they have an emotional 
accessibility that makes it easy for them to embrace new people and new experiences. And, as I said before, I love 
talking to people about important things, so I love teaching the deeper truths of scripture, helping people see things 
from a new perspective. 
 
 


