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Alex Poindexter | Senior Pastor  

FRESH LOOK, SAME MISSION! 

2022 was an exciting year for us! We were able to make many renovations and updates while 
staying true to our Isaiah 58 mission. From bringing a fresh new look to our auditorium to 
sending $45,000 to our missionaries in Costa Rica, our Polaris family made a powerful impact 
last year! God has shown us again just how much He will do through a generous group of 

people willing to serve others in need.  

Isaiah 58 has proven truthful yet again. "...If you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like 
the noonday. The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs." Years ago, we had to rebuild 
Polaris in faith around that promise. By now, it has proven true so many times that we just keep living 
it because we know it to be an accurate description of how God responds to generous living. Let's 
keep it as our mission! 

The Polaris leadership is grateful for your support and partnership! Here's to another year of God's 
faithfulness and global impact! 

Sincerely, 

Alex 
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WHAT YOUR SUPPORT ACCOMPLISHED IN 2022 
If Polaris was a cause you supported last year, whether financially or through other help, 
celebrate the accomplishments of your generosity! As an independent church, everything 
we have and do comes from your generosity. This includes operating and maintaining our 
building, paying staff, funding our ministries, and giving outwardly to those in need. We 
couldn’t do anything without your help, and we are extremely appreciative! The following 
pages provide a brief overview of what your support went toward. 

Rise & Shine 

For yet another year, our preschool and kindergarten reached over 150 children and their 
families throughout the calendar year. Anytime children feel the love of God and we’re a 
part of that, it’s a huge win for everybody! 

SMT Student Ministry 

Our student ministry continues to be one of the 
largest in the city. Wednesday night SMT, 
sometimes exceeding crowds of 60 students, 
has attracted kids who do not attend Polaris on 
Sundays. It is well-known in the community, 
and many parents drop their kids off without a 
connection to Jesus. Even BHS students are 
overheard in the hallway saying Wednesdays 
are their favorite day because of SMT! 

LovePure  

Our new Youth Center in Costa Rica serves children living in profound poverty. Chuck & 
Kristy Baddley are onsite and reported that over 140 children had already been through the 
doors in the first weeks of their ministry. The Christmas offering in 2022 brought in all we 
needed to support their entire budget in 2023; we sent them a check for $45,000! 
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City Mission 

 We have partnered with the City Mission to feed 
their homeless residents twice a month. Polaris 
families have donated food, cooked meals, and 
gone to the Mission to serve the men and show 
them they are loved. The men continue to ask their 
leadership, “When is Polaris coming back?!” 

PolarisKids 

In 2022, we welcomed Kate Barnes and her family as our Children’s Director! She has 
brought incredible energy and creativity! I continue to ask new people how their experience 
is going, and they often say their kids insist that they attend weekly because they love their 
classes on Sunday mornings. They may have to drag their kids into a new class their first 
Sunday, but their kids drag them back week after week! 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
General Offerings: $452,732 

Missions (Including LovePure): $52,465 

Net Income: $82,269 (includes Rise & Shine) 

Building Debt: $854,210 (as of January 24, 2023) 
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With government money and building renovations, this was a relatively complicated year for 
interpreting our 2022 numbers. Here are a few notes to help you interpret those numbers: 
• Non-recurring financial items: 

• As part of the CARES Act, we received the 2020-2021 Employee Retention Credit 
of approximately $275,000 in 2022. 

• Rise & Shine was awarded the Ohio Child Care Grant of $206,000. 
• The building and parking lot renovation costs totaled approximately $320,000 in 

2022. There are renovation payments still to be made in 2023, and we plan to 
build a playground. 

• General Offerings were up 2% from 2021, and near pre-COVID giving. 
• Mission Offerings up 21% from 2021. 
• Polaris is staffed with 3 full-time, 2 part-time, and 4 specialty-role employees. 
• We try to pay our staff fairly, but they are certainly on the lower side of the spectrum. The 

elders feel we should give our staff modest raises in response to inflation. We will need 
to rely on reserves as General Offering levels continue to trend upward. We will need 
additional generosity to ensure staff salaries remain fair and that we can retain everyone. 

To sum up, we are trending in the right direction. We are certainly in no danger of financial 
peril. While COVID hurt our attendance and giving, we are within a few thousand dollars 
from pre-COVID yearly offering numbers. As inflation has increased our costs and created a 
need to help our staff, we will need our General Offerings to increase above pre-COVID 
levels so we can continue all current ministries, move our mission forward, and keep all our 
fantastic staff members.  
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A WORD FROM THE ELDERS… 
Greetings Polaris Family, 

It is such a blessing to know that we serve such an amazing God who loves us and cares for us. 
He has blessed our church beyond measure, not just in 2022 but since the very first day our doors 
opened. We have had some rough roads, but it was in those times that He was closest to us. 

We thank you for the opportunity to serve as your elders. It is an honor and privilege to serve with 
such an incredible group of men with a heart for the Lord and a desire to serve our church 
selflessly. We are also thankful for our wonderful pastors, church staff, Rise and Shine staff, and 
faithful volunteers.  

There is no doubt that Polaris has made improvements to our facility, but as beautiful as these 
upgrades have been, we must remember that our church is not made of brick and mortar but of 
people and families that have a true love for the Lord. 

We are so thankful for all that is happening here at Polaris and very excited by what is ahead of us 
in 2023. The Lord continues to bless us in so many ways, and we believe we are on the cusp of 
incredible growth with so many opportunities to serve the Lord. 

I hope you all feel what we feel as we see new families, strong missions, incredible child and teen 
ministries, and an increased presence in our community.  

God is good, God is unrelenting, and God is with us! 

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve! 

The Elders 

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF OUR FAMILY!
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