
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 11, 2020 

 

2020 is off to an incredible start in the life of our church.  We continue to see new 

people joining us each week.  We are seeing higher numbers in our Children’s and 

Youth Ministry programs.  We are excited as we prepare to celebrate Easter and a 

special baptism service.  We also know that amid all that’s happening, there’s a lot 

going on in the world around us. 

  

We are praying for the many people, communities, and nations that have already been 

deeply affected by COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and for those who are working to stop its 

spread. We are specifically praying that Jehovah Rapha, the God Who heals, would put 

His healing hand on all who have come in contact with this virus and anyone feeling 

anxious during this time of uncertainty.  

  

We know that you might have some concerns, so we wanted to make you aware of the 

precautions we are implementing in order to maintain the health and safety of our 

congregation and staff. Much of this is what we already practice diligently on a regular 

basis, but with some additional precautions during this heightened time. As you attend 

services this weekend, you will notice the following measures that have been put into 

place:  

 

 We have communicated to our Welcome Team that we will be waving at our 

entrance doors rather than shaking hands. 

 Although we would traditionally be partaking in communion on the first Sunday of 

the month, we have decided to postpone communion for the month of April.  

We will have communion on Good Friday, but it will be served in a sealed 

cup. 

 We will be conducting extra cleanings, and our staff will be using sanitizer to 

wipe down shared surfaces before and after services.  

 We will have additional hand sanitizer available where needed. 

 We will be implementing these additional sanitization measures in 

GACKids, including wiping down all surfaces such as play areas and toys.  



You can implement the following basic tips in order to help keep you and your family 

healthy: 

 

 Please stay home if you are not feeling well. If your child has a fever or other 

flu/cold symptoms, we are asking that you please keep them home as well.  

 We affirm your decision to stay home, particularly if you are 

immunocompromised, and we’d love for you to join us via our App, Website, or 

Facebook! 

 Avoid close contact with people whom you suspect might be sick. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.  

 Maintain proper hygiene by thoroughly washing your hands for at least 20 

seconds with soap and water. If soap and water are not readily available, use 

an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in your 

home using a regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 

 Follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s guidelines 

for using a facemask. The CDC does not recommend that healthy people need 

to wear masks to prevent contracting Coronavirus, but rather should only be 

worn by those showing symptoms in order to prevent the spread of their germs. 

A shortage of facemasks could be critical for public health professionals so it is 

advised to avoid purchasing facemasks if you do not meet the CDC’s criteria for 

needing one. 

 If you have traveled to any of the countries where there are outbreaks of 

the virus, please follow immediate guidance from the CDC. 

 

The leadership team and ministry departments have already begun implementing the 

above measures and will continue to monitor what additional steps may need to be 

implemented in the future. We will also continue to follow guidance from local and 

national authorities on appropriate next steps and necessary precautions our church 

should take. We appreciate your partnership in order to maintain the health and safety 

of our church family, and any new information will be communicated promptly to you. 

  

We are making these preparations not out of a spirit of fear, but out of an abundance 

of caution. We love you and are praying for you! 

  

Blessings, 

 

Rev. James Llewellyn and GAC Elder Board 


