
Plans to Reopen Church 
 

Church Family, 

 

We are excited to begin meeting in person again for the first time on Sunday, June 14.  The Staff and Elders at 

GAC have been discussing and praying for wisdom on how to best navigate these unusual times and our return 

to church.  We have worked hard over the past few months to minister via online services, and we will continue 

to do that.   

 

We have a created a four phased re-opening plan.  Please understand that the dates noted are subject to 

change.  

o Phase 1: Return – June 14 

o Phase 2: Transition – July 12 

o Phase 3: Transition – September 13 

o Phase 4: Normal – January 3, 2021 (return to pre COVID-19 church schedule and activities) 

 

As you might have guessed, it won’t be back to business as usual right away, we will be opening with some new 

practices in place.   Here is some information to help you know what to expect so you can decide how to 

worship in a way that is best for you and your family. 

 

Opening Up Church Again: What You Need to Know 

 We will have two services – 9:30am & 11:00am 

 

 Church will open 15 minutes prior to service start time:  this will enable us to safely move people in and out 

of the building as well as disinfect things in between services 

 

What Precautions Will GAC Be Taking?  

 We will have hand sanitizer available around the church 

 

 Welcome Team:  The team will be in place, but in Phases 1 & 2 they will be adjusting their normal practice 

to help keep everyone as safe and comfortable as possible.  They won’t be shaking hands, and no bulletins 

will be handed out (they will be available for you to pick up).  In Phases 3 & 4 they will return to their regular 

practices.     

 

 Masks: In Phase 1 they are encouraged, but not required.  In Phase 2 they are optional.  We understand 

there are many opinions about wearing masks. We expect that there will be people in attendance that are 

wearing masks, and people that are not wearing masks, so please extend grace to one another. 

 

 Sanctuary Seating:  In Phases 1 & 2 we will be closing off every other row. Families will sit together, beside 

one another and leave space between other families.  There will be pews designated for the 9:30am service 

and pews designated for the 11:00am service. 

 

 Extra seating:  Will be available in the Fellowship Hall during Phase 1.  

 

 Singing:  We will include singing in our worship time.  In Phase 1 we are reducing the number of songs, and 

then in Phases 2 – 4 we will return to our usual number of songs 

 

 Offering:  Instead of passing plates, in Phases 1 & 2, offering will be collected in drop-off boxes at the tables 

in the Lobby as you exit the Sanctuary after each service.  You may still continue to give online or mail your 

check to the church for an easy and completely contact-free option.    

 

 



Plans to Reopen Church Cont’d 
 

 Coffee and Snacks:  We are discontinuing snacks and will not be serving coffee in Phases 1 & 2.  We will 

return to serving coffee in Phases 3 & 4. 

 

 Cleaning:  We will have focused cleaning on high touch areas (door handles, restrooms, etc.) during Phases 

1 & 2. 

 

What about Children and Students?  

 In Phase 1, your children and students will join you and you will sit together as a family.  Feel free to bring 

coloring sheets/crayons, tablet/mobile device with headphones, etc. for your child to help them have a 

great time.  

 

 In Phase 2, we will have modified Sunday Morning Children’s ministry, but no Nursery.  In this phase our 

volunteers will check-in your children, we will not be using our self-serve kiosks.  We will not have Youth 

Sunday morning Growth Classes, but Thursday Night at the Well will resume. 

 

 In Phase 3, we will return to full Children’s Ministry with self-serve check-in.  In this phase we will also 

resume Youth Sunday morning Growth Classes. 

 

What about Weekly Activities and Ministry Events?   

 In Phase 1 we will not have any weekly in-person activities; no church rentals; and no church-wide or large 

events 

 

 In Phase 2 we will resume weekly in-person activities; limited church rentals; and limited church-wide or 

large events 

 

 In Phase 3 we will resume Sunday Adult & Youth Growth classes at 9:30am; Life Groups will resume; 

Church Rentals will resume; and Church wide & large events will resume 

 

What to Do?   

 First (and foremost) – PRAY:  Pray God will allow us to focus on Him as we gather.  Pray for healing, comfort, 

and encouragement for those who need it.  Pray that people will come and place their hope and trust in 

Jesus.  Pray for our church leaders and governmental leaders as they continue to lead through this crisis.    

 

 Second – Use Wisdom: If you are feeling sick, please stay home.  If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in 

the past two weeks, please stay home.  If you or someone in your family is at risk, please worship with us 

from your home.    

 

 Third – if you are elderly or immunocompromised, we encourage you to continue to gather online for 

worship as long as necessary. 

 

 Finally – If you don’t yet feel comfortable gathering in the building, we encourage you to stay connected via 

church online 

 

As mentioned above, we have prayed and sought the Lord for some time regarding this decision.  As we move 

forward, we are asking the Lord to make each service (whether in-person or online) a time of healing, unity, and 

celebration for our church body.  As with any decision we make, we understand that some will agree and some 

will not.  If you have any questions, please contact any of our full-time ministry staff: Pastor Lu, Pastor Rigel, or 

Joanne Kreinbrook.  We are more than happy to talk with you.  It is a privilege for our entire team at GAC to 

serve you and this community we love.  May God bless you and protect you in these days. 


