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We exist to grow in passion for God and compassion for people. 

 

     You have probably heard the expression “When life gives 

you lemons, make lemonade.”  It’s the sentiment that, when 

life dishes out a difficult situation, try to make the best of it.  
 

Over the past couple years, we have had a few “lemons” here in France.  During our 

first 4 years of ministry in Paris, God provided an incredible apartment for us.  It was in 

an ideal location and perfect for the type of ministry that God had called us to.  Through 

this place God opened many doors for us to know non-Christians and helped us to grow 

some deep roots into the community. 
 

     However, when it came time for us to return to The States for a yearlong home 

assignment, it seemed unlikely that we would be able to keep the apartment.  Long 

story short, it didn’t work out to keep it. 
 

So, when we returned to Paris last summer, we had to find a new home, and God 

provided a great apartment just an 8 minute walk from the old place.  God has opened 

so many doors already. 
 

     Recently, Noemie invited Lisa over to her apartment (in our old building) for coffee.  

She shared how she and her family moved from Portugal to Paris and had been 

guardians of this building for the past 20 years.  During that time span she could only 

recall 3 families that had shown her true kindness, and we were among them.  She 

expressed how she missed our family and how the building was different since we 

moved.  Noemie’s husband came home and talked about their Portuguese culture and 

pulled out Portuguese food and drinks and they talked and laughed for 4 hours.  None 

of this would have happened if we were living there.  Now we have plans for them to 

visit our new apartment.   
 

     None of this would have happened if we got what we wanted.  Sometimes in the 

“lemon” moments it’s not always easy to see things “according to His purpose.”  But all 

we can do is trust God and testify of His goodness.  Because in hindsight, the 

lemonade is sweet. 
 

Praise: 

 We were able to gather with interdenominational church leaders in Paris.  

 We have been able to share in two local French Alliance Churches.   

 Recently we have met several new people.  We are thankful to meet those that 

need Jesus 

 Ellis (who at times has struggled) has found two “best friends” and looks forward to 

going to school.  One of the friends even lives in our building. 
 

Needs: 

 In March, our Paris team will be doing a 4 day retreat together.  We will be seeking 

the Lord’s vision and plan to pray through mission and values. 

 Pray for Noemie and her family.  May God create chances for us to love her well. 

 God has recently brought several single adults into our lives, who struggle with 

loneliness.  May God use us to care for them well and for them to come to 

know Jesus. 

                                                     Dan, Lisa, Adley & Ellis Lawrence  
 

                                                     4 Rue Henri Duchene, 75015 Paris France 

Portuguese Lemonade 
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AY Pepperoni Rolls Fundraiser 

Our Youth Group is selling “That’s a Wrap” pepperoni rolls to raise money for Creation Music Festival and 

other summer trips .  You can stop by the table in the Lobby to place an order.  

The last day to order is Sunday, March 5.  The pepperoni rolls come in a pack of 

6 and cost $13.  There are a variety of flavors and they freeze well.  Orders will 

be delivered on Friday, March 17, or they can be picked up at the table in the 

Lobby on Sunday, March 19. 

CBMC Good Friday Dinner & Breakfast 

Please plan to join this year’s event at Stratigos, North Huntingdon PA.  This year’s 

speaker is David Baker.  His legendary career covers business, politics, and sports.  

He retired in 2021 as the President of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH.  

Today he serves as President and CEO of Legendary Living, yet he is still quick to 

mention that his internal drive comes from beyond himself as he serves in the 

marketplace and at home to his wife, four children, ten grandchildren, and a great-grandson.  Come hear 

his authentic story with highs and lows in pursuit of a true legendary life.   

 

There are two opportunities for attendance: dinner on Thursday, April 6, at 7:00pm, and breakfast on 

Friday, April 7, at 7:00am. The event is suitable for the entire family.  Cost for Thursday evening dinner is 

$30 per person, and breakfast is $20 per person.  For tickets or more information, visit the table in the 

Lobby or contact Boice Bailey (724-689-3305).  The last day to purchase tickets is Sunday, March 26. 

Food 2 Go 

It might be hard for us to imagine, but there are children that go home from school on 

Friday and do not know if they will have food to eat until they return on Monday morning. 

Some of these children live in our neighborhoods.  Again this year we are partnering with 

Ft. Allen Elementary’s Food 2 Go for Kids, students receive food in their backpacks to 

take home each weekend.  We are providing food for these children on March 16.  Stop 

at the table in the Lobby for a list of needed items.  Together we can make sure that the 

kids in our neighborhood don’t go hungry! 

Men’s Event at Corsi’s Indoor Golf 

Attention all men 16 and older! Men’s Ministry is inviting you to Corsi’e Indoor Golf, 929 E. 

Pittsburgh St. Greensburg, on Saturday, March 18, from 9:00-11:00am.  The cost will be 

approximately $20 per person for 2 hours of golf.  We need an accurate count in order to 

reserve enough space.  You can sign up at the table in the Lobby or contact Jayme White, 

jaymejimmi@comcast.net.  Space is limited, so don’t wait to sign up!  Last day to sign up is 

Sunday, March 12. 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

We invite you to join our Bible Study each Tuesday morning via Zoom.  We have 

been discussing Pastor Lu’s sermon and the accompanying Bible passage each 

week.  We meet from 6:30am to 7:30am every Tuesday.  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to alexander.graziani@gmail.com to get a link to the 

Zoom meeting.  Resolve to get into the Word of God and let the Word of God get into you! 

Tuesday Night Prayer Meeting 

We invite you to join us for an evening of prayer via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00pm.  This is a 

great opportunity for us to be united in prayer.  A link will be emailed on the first Monday of 

each month and you can sign up for “Prayer Meeting” notifications on our GAC app.  If you 

have not received our Tuesday Night Prayer Meeting links in the past, please contact the 

Church Office, churchoffice.gac@gmail.com or 724-837-1122 to be added.     

Adult Sunday Growth Class  

A new Adult Sunday Growth Class is running on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in Room 240.   

Are you going through a difficult period of life?  The loss of a loved one?  

Unemployment?  A crisis of faith?  During these desert times, it’s easy to think 

God has disappeared.  In “Walking with God in the Desert” by Ray Vander Laan, 

you’ll discover that it’s only when we are totally dependent on Him that we find 

God is closer than ever and can experience His amazing grace and provision.  

This class is taught by Eric Simpson and runs through Sunday, March 19. 

Moms 24/7 

In February we will be meeting on Tuesdays, March 14 & 28, at 9:30-11:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 

Coffee and snacks will be ready at 9:30am, but don’t worry if you are a little late due to school/daycare 

drop off.  Come when you can.  Childcare is provided for kids 6 months through 

preschool.  We also have a supervised room for homeschoolers to work on lessons.  

Come and enjoy interacting with other moms!  Please note that if Hempfield Area 

Schools are closed or delayed, Moms 24/7 will not meet.  

 

Moms 24/7 is a ministry for all moms with children of all ages.  Whether you are a first 

time mom or you have grandchildren, Moms 24/7 is for you.  It’s an opportunity for you 

to get refreshed and encouraged, and for you to refresh and encourage other moms.  For 

questions or more information, please contact Becky Buriok at 412-610-2411. 

VBS Volunteers Needed 

This year Vacation Bible School will be held June 12-15 from 6:00-

8:15pm.  We need a variety of Volunteers for this incredible time.  

Decorations, games, snacks, nursery, preschool, sound, worship, skits, 

crafts, and registration are some of the needs we have to fill in order to 

make this happen.  Please see the table at the Children’s registration 

desk or call the Church Office to sign-up to volunteer today!!  It definitely will “brighten up” your summer!!  

(Registration for kids to attend VBS to follow at a later time). 
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GAC Youth News & Events                          Pastor Rigel’s Contact Information             
March 2023                                                             gacyouth@gmail.com - 724-575-2862 

 

 

 

Thursday Nights at the Well (6:30-8:15pm) & Youth Sunday School (11:00am-12:00pm) 

Both Middle School and High School students are invited to join us on Thursday nights from 6:30-8:15pm 

at the church.  These meetings are the hub of our youth ministry and are designed to play an important 

part in the lives of our teens.  Both Middle School and High School students also meet each week in the 

Youth Sunday School room off of the Fellowship Hall at 11:00am for a fantastic lesson and some light 

refreshments. 

 

Pepperoni Roll Fundraiser (February 16 - March 9) 

Students are raising money for their youth group trips and events by selling Pepperoni Rolls.  Students 

can pick-up or download a packet that includes an order form if they wish to 

participate.  The order form and money must be turned in by Thursday, March 

9.  Students will be responsible for picking up and delivering their pepperoni 

rolls to the people that they sold them to.  The pepperoni rolls will be 

delivered to the church on Friday, March 17.  There will also be some table 

sales in the church Lobby, but the bulk of the money raised will come from 

individual sales from students. 

 

Creative Service YG (March 16) 

On Thursday, March 16, we will be having a Creative Service Youth Group.  This will be a time in which we 

get together in our youth group setting and work together on a number of projects (some student 

initiated, some leader initiated) that will be a blessing to our community and our neighbors.  By the time 

that you read this, Pastor Rigel will have already begun going over the details with you at both Sunday 

School and in Youth Group. 

 

Mahaffey Camp Volunteer Applications 

Each year, a limited number of students have the opportunity to volunteer with Pastor Rigel at Mahaffey 

Family Camp in Mahaffey PA (July 24-28).  On Monday, July 24, Pastor Rigel will be taking a group of 

students to the campground (about an hour away) to help run field games for all the children attending 

the camp.  Information packets containing trip details and applications will be available March 23.  

Students must be at least 14 years old to participate.  Please note that preference may be given to 

juniors and seniors, especially those who have served in this capacity in the past. 

 

Breakaway Senior High Retreat (April 21-23) 

We are excited for our upcoming Breakaway Senior High Retreat in Beulah Beach, Ohio on April 21-23.  

This trip is a great chance to get away from your normal routine and grow in your relationship with Jesus 

in a fantastic setting (right on Lake Erie).  A detailed packet with cost and registration information will be 

available in mid-March.  While registration cost has not been released at this time, it will most likely be a 

little over $100 per person. 

 

Youth Group Hoodies 

Thank you very much for your Hoodie orders.  They are on the way and will be distributed shortly after 

they arrive in mid-March. 
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GAC Kids 
 

Discovery Land 

Hello March!  This is the month we begin our new Spring Unit in Discovery Land.  During 

this month, we continue to look at the miracles of Jesus.  We will look at Jesus healing 

the paralyzed man, raising a dead girl, healing a sick woman, and Jesus washing the 

disciples’ feet. 
 

*Please encourage your kids to bring their Bibles to church.  This will help them learn to use their Bibles, 

and become familiar with finding where things are in the Bible.  Tracker Tickets will be awarded to those 

who bring their Bibles, attendance, participation, and returning the signed and completed Tracker Sheets 

the following week.  Tracker Tickets are accumulated over the unit, usually 3 months, and then can be 

cashed in for a prize at the end of the unit.  Let’s encourage our kids to be wise by “digging “ into God’s 

Word. 

 
Awana 

Here are the themes in the month of March: 

  3/1: Double Shares Night - Earn ONE to get TWO (tonight only) 

  3/8: Beach Night - Summer in the Winter 

  3/15: F.R.O.G. Night - Wear Green & Learn to Fully Rely On God 

  3/22: Crazy Hair Night - No Need to Brush Your Hair Tonight! 

  3/29: Cowboy/girl Night - Wear Your Hat & Boots 
 

*Take time each day to review the verse for that week.  It can be difficult, but God delights in your 

effort (Matthew 25:22). Keep being faithful with the little things, especially your memory verses. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

June 12-15 from 6:00-8:15pm, we will be having our Vacation Bible 

School.  Please plan to come and have a “Steller Time” shining Jesus’ 

light! 

Creation Music Festival 

This summer our Youth Group is headed to the Creation Music Festival!  

After a 3-year hiatus we’re bringing back this fantastic trip for this 

upcoming Summer schedule. 
 

The Creation Music Festival is an amazing 5-day event for all youth group ages where we get to camp as a 

group, hear from amazing speakers, attend great concerts, and experience transformational times of 

worship all in a setting that highlights God’s beautiful creation.  The cost of the trip will be $200 per 

student which includes transportation, a festival ticket, a custom t-shirt, equipment rentals, and meals 

throughout the trip.  In the past many of our students from newcomers to veterans have considered the 

Creation trip the highlight of their summer.   
 

Registration for the trip is now open and will run through early June.  Students will need a $40 deposit to 

sign up.  A very detailed information packet is available both in person, on the church website, and on the 

church app that will outline the details of this year’s trip.  Please review this packet before signing up. 
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March 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

  1 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

2 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

3 
 

4 
 

 

5  
Communion 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God  

 

6 
 

 

7 
6:30am  

Bible Study Via 

Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

8 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

9 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

10 
 

 

 

11 
 

12 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins - Spring Ahead! 
 

 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

13 
Newsletter Article 

Deadline 

 

 

 

 

14 
6:30am  

Bible Study Via 

Zoom 

 

9:30am  

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

 

 

15 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

 

 

16 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

 

17 18 
9:00am 

Men’s 

Event/Corsi’s 

Indoor Golf 

19 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

10:30am Deacons Mtg. 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 
 

 

20 
 

21 
6:30am  

Bible Study Via 

Zoom 

 

6:30pm 

Governing Board 

Meeting 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

 

22 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

 

23 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God  

27 
 

28 
6:30am  

Bible Study Via 

Zoom 

 

9:30am  

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

29 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

30 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

7:00pm 

Trustees Mtg 

31  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  1 
 

2 
Communion 

Palm Sunday 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 

3 
 

 

 

4 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

5 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

 

6 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

7 

Good Friday 

 
7:00pm 

Good Friday 

Service 

 

8 
 

9 
Easter Sunday 
 

7:00am 

Sunrise Services 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 

10 
Newsletter Article 

Deadline 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

Easter Holiday 

11 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

12 
6:30pm 

Awana 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

14 
 

 

15 
 

16   
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

10:30am 

Deacons Meeting 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 

 
 

17 
 

 

18 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

6:30pm 

Governing Board 

Meeting 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

19 
6:30pm 

Awana 
 

 

 

20 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

 

21 22 
 

23 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

 

24 
6:30pm 

Women’s Axe 

Throwing/ChillAxe 

25 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 
 

9:30am 

Moms 24/7 
 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

26 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

 

27 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 
7:00pm 

Trustee Mtg 

28 29 

30 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 

      

Sr. High Breakaway Trip 4/21-4/23 

Sr. High Breakaway  
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Daylight Saving/Spring Ahead - March 12 
 

Moms 24/7 - March 14 & 28 
 

Food 2 Go - March 16 
 

Pepperoni Roll Delivery/Pick-Up - March 17 & 19 
 

Men’s Event/Corsi’s Indoor Golf - March 18 
 
 

 

Any prayer requests can be submitted by email to the Church Office, 

churchoffice.gac@gmail.com, our Church App, or you may leave a voice 

message at the Church Office, 724-837-1122. 

Focus 

March Anniversaries 

19 Rob & Shelley Hillman 

 

 

  

March Birthdays 

1  Sapana Bhagat 

 Carrie Simpson 

 

2 Scarlette Leone 

 

5 Devon Hillman 

  

6 Titus Dreskler 

 Olivia Petrella 

 Jayme White 

  

7  Quinton Ankney 

 Trenton Ankney 

 Quinley Weston 

8 Layla Dunlap 

 Ryleigh Gray 

  

10  Bekah Ankney 

  

11  Tom Goodge 

 Cameron Oblack 

 

12  Noah Dreskler 

  

14  Jamie Callen 

 Abel Hilty 

   

15  Ali Belgiovane 

  

17 John Kraynak 

  

18  Liam Horner 

 

21 Michelle Adams 

  

27  Vicki Morgan 

 

28  Ron Moore 

 

30  Catarina Delligatti 

  

     If you would like your anniversary and family birthdays listed in our monthly Focus newsletters, please indicate 

on your Sunday Connect Card located on the pews, through our Church app or email the Church Office, 

churchoffice.gac@gmail.com. 
 

     We appreciate you completing the Connect Card located on the pews or on the app and submitting it each week 

so that we can keep our records up to date.  Even if your contact information hasn’t changed.  Thank you! 

31 Judy Downham 

 Aneira Steiner 

 

  


