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We exist to grow in passion for God and compassion for people. 

     While back home in the States, one of the things I have been teaching is some of 

the mentoring methods we use discipling our interns.  I was able to walk a few 

churches through one of Mike Breen’s LifeShapes.  It was a privilege to lead people 

through the learning circle as a way to share 

what God is teaching someone but then also 

how to encourage someone to actually apply and 

plan what steps God has for them. 

 

     It has been a good time sharing what God 

had done over the last 5 years in France.  In one 

church they organized a high and low sharing 

time which was powerful for both the 

missionaries who shared and the people who 

attended.  As missionaries we were able to 

share not only the amazing opportunities we 

have had and amazing ways we have seen God 

work, but also given space to talk about the 

devastating struggles that sometimes occur 

from being “overseas.”  Life is often like that 

isn’t it?  We have many contradictions when it 

comes down to it.  We feel good after working 

out, but hate going and working out.  We know it 

is good to be in communion with God’s people, but often find it hard to get along with 

them.  These are the times we need to lean in, to hear what God is saying and hope to 

understand more what His purpose and plan and leading is during this paradoxical 

moment.  

 

     Things in France are going well in our absence.  Right now Aaron and Kelly are busy 

hosting two interns, arranging for a busy spring and summer, balancing continued 

language study and reaching out to the lost in Toulouse.  It has been encouraging to 

watch them find their fit in ministry in France and see the work of God continue while 

we are on home assignment. 

 

     Raeni is knocking out the required hours for her license in Counseling and is 

learning great skills to use in her role in Member Care for Alliance Missions!  Thanks for 

continuing to pray for her and the people she serves this year. 

 

     Thanks for your continued prayers as we speak at local 

churches across the USA this year.  I have enjoyed 

connecting with people who have a passion for missions and 

the work of bringing Gospel access to all people near and far. 

 

     Keep praying,  

     Tony & Raeni 

     Fayth & Hannah 

International Workers - Roos Family 
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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

Small Groups - Experiencing God 

     This month we are starting our new small groups.  We will be working through Experiencing God.  This 

updated edition of the classic best-selling course guides learners to experience the kind of relationship 

with God through which they come to know and do His will.  Through examination of Biblical and 

contemporary illustrations, participants will understand and apply seven realities of 

experiencing God.   

     The cost of the book is $20, but do not let cost stop you from being part of this.  

If you are having a hard time right now, please see Pastor Lu and we will help you 

out.  

     Sign ups will begin on Sunday, December 18.  Please check the “Small Groups” 

box on your Connect Card, and indicate whether you will attend Sunday or 

Wednesday night.  The first Sunday study will begin on January 8 and the first 

Wednesday study will begin on January 11. 

     On January 22, 1984 a presidential proclamation was issued designating the third Sunday of January 

(or close to that) as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. The term “sanctity of human life” describes the 

preciousness of human life. It is not only a belief, but also a governing principle on how human beings 

are to be perceived and treated. 

     We tend to think that abortion and euthanasia are the only violations of the sanctity of life. While it 

definitely applies to these issues, it encompasses much more. It includes all forms of evil and injustice 

that are perpetrated against human life. 

     In the Alliance we believe that human life is created by God and is good. Since we are uniquely created 

in the image of God and formed by God, we hold to the sanctity of all human life. As best as we 

understand, human life begins at conception. It also lasts beyond death into eternity. God gives life and 

breath to everyone, calling us to value equally the dignity of every individual life in its entirety, which 

compels us to love and have compassion for all peoples of the world. Since the Fall sin has affected 

every aspect of human life and devalues life. This degrading of human life leads to dehumanizing 

practices (e.g., abortion, racism, injustice, abuse, suicide, human trafficking, genocide, murder, and 

euthanasia). Since each person is made in the image of God, we grieve such practices. 

     We affirm the dignity of all people, especially the vulnerable and overlooked (e.g., the unborn, 

foreigners, the mentally ill, the poor, the elderly, widows, orphans, and the incarcerated. As the Church, 

we proclaim Christ by making disciples, and we express His love by caring for people (e.g., disaster relief, 

refugee care, assistance for individuals with disabilities, foster care and adoption, community 

development, and elder care). 
 

Here are some ways that we can get involved with Sanctity of Human Life Day 

  Spread the word: resist the urge to avoid difficult conversations, and instead ask the Holy Spirit 

for wisdom on how we can best represent the heart of God on this issue. Talk with others about 

the value of life and the importance of protecting those that cannot protect themselves. 

  Help others: reach out to foster and group homes; volunteer at a pregnancy clinic, prison, or 

nursing home; become a foster parent; ADOPT! 

  Support women who are pregnant: many women choose abortion because they cannot care for 

a child. Support these mothers financially and emotionally. Open your home to a single mother 

facing an unplanned pregnancy. 
 

Above all, we advocate for those who cannot speak for themselves, protecting and honoring all human 

life. We affirm the value of every person from the womb to the end of earthly life, without exception. 
 

For more information on the Alliance statement on the Sanctity of Human Life visit: cmalliance.org. 



Page 3 Volume 19, Issue 1 

Adult Sunday Growth Classes 

     There will be a new Adult Sunday Growth Class beginning Sunday, January 15, at 

9:30am in Room 240. Please plan to join us for our next session.  The class will run 

through February 19. 

Moms 24/7  

      In January we will be meeting on Tuesdays, January 10 & 24, at 9:30-11:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  

Coffee and snacks will be ready at 9:30am, but don’t worry if you are a little late due to school/daycare 

drop off. Come when you can. Childcare is provided for kids 6 months through preschool.  

We also have a supervised room for homeschoolers to work on lessons.  Come and enjoy 

interacting with other moms! 

     Moms 24/7 is a ministry for all moms with children of all ages. Whether you are a first 

time mom or you have grandchildren, Moms 24/7 is for you. It’s an opportunity for you to 

get refreshed and encouraged, and for you to refresh and encourage other moms. For 

questions or more information, please contact Becky Buriok at 412-610-2411. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

     We invite you to join our Bible Study each Tuesday morning via Zoom.  We have 

been discussing Pastor Lu’s sermon and the accompanying Bible passage each 

week.  We meet from 6:30am to 7:30am every Tuesday.  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to alexander.graziani@gmail.com to get a link to the Zoom 

meeting.  Resolve to get into the Word of God and let the Word of God get into you! 

Virtual Prayer Meeting - Tuesdays @ 7:00pm 

     We invite you to join us for an evening of prayer via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00pm.  This 

is a great opportunity for us to be united in prayer.  A link will be emailed on the first 

Monday of each month and you can sign up for “Prayer Meeting” notifications on our GAC 

app.  If you have not received our Tuesday Night Prayer Meeting links in the past, please 

contact the Church Office, churchoffice.gac@gmail.com or 724-837-1122 to be added.     

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Report 

     This year our church turned in 244 shoeboxes!  This was one of the highest number of 

shoeboxes ever sent by our church since we began our involvement with this ministry.  

Thank you for all that you do to make sure that the Gospel is able to go out to the world 

to change lives. 

Food 2 Go 

     It might be hard for us to imagine, but there are children that go home from school on 

Friday and do not know if they will have food to eat until they return on Monday morning.  

Some of these children live in our neighborhoods.  Again this year we are partnering with 

Ft. Allen Elementary’s Food 2 Go for Kids, students receive food in their backpacks to 

take home each weekend. We are providing food for these children on January 29.  Stop 

at the table in the Lobby starting Sunday, January 15, for a list of needed items.  Together 

we can make sure that the kids in our neighborhood don’t go hungry! 
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GAC Youth News & Events                 Pastor Rigel’s Contact Information 

January 2023                                                                 gacyouth@gmail.com – 724-575-2862 

 
 

 

 

Thursday Nights at the Well (6:30-8:15pm) & Youth Sunday School (11:00am-12:00pm) 

     Both Middle School and High School students are invited to join us on Thursday nights from 6:30-

8:15pm at the church.  These meetings are the hub of our youth ministry and are designed to play an 

important part in the lives of our teens.  Both Middle School and High School students also meet each 

week in the Youth Sunday School Room off of the Fellowship Hall at 11:00am for a fantastic lesson and 

some light refreshments. 

 

Youth Group Game Night (January 5, 6:30-8:15pm) 

     Join us on Thursday, January 5, as we kick off the new year with a game night.  

Feel free to bring your favorite game or use one of ours.  We have plenty of games 

and even bought some new ones for you to check out.  There will be plenty of snacks 

and great people to hang out with and get to know.  There is no need to sign-up, just 

show up ready to play. 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

     This year you guys lovingly packed 162 shoeboxes!  This was the highest number of 

shoeboxes packed by our group in the history of our involvement with this ministry.  We 

do not plan on slowing down for next year’s packing day.  In light of that, if you make 

any purchases or come across any great deals please know that Pastor Rigel can store 

any donations that you bring in throughout the year. 

 

Christmas Gourmet Caramel Apple Fundraiser Results 

     Last month’s Caramel Apple Fundraiser was a great success.  If you have not 

received your fundraising total by the time that you have read this, please see Pastor 

Rigel and he will provide you with your total.  As we move towards our Spring events and 

Summer trips please keep in mind that while fundraising money can be used for any our 

trips or events you will need to let Pastor Rigel know when you want some (or all) of your 

credit applied to a particular trip. 

 

Mt. Pleasant Sportzone All-Nighter - January 27-28, 11:00pm-7:00am 

     Our All-Nighter in Mt. Pleasant is right around the corner!  For those of you who may be new to GAC 

Youth, for a number of years in the past area churches come together and have a joint All-Nighter at Mt. 

Pleasant Sportzone (formerly HotShots) in Mt. Pleasant PA.  It is a fun 

night filled with tons of stuff to do (dodgeball, huge tube complex, roller 

skating, pizza, and breakfast).  We will meet at Mt. Pleasant Sportzone 

(formerly HotShots), 482 Bessemer Road, Mt. Pleasant, on Friday, January 

27, at 11:00pm.  Pick up after the event is on the morning of January 28 

at 7:00am (sharp) at the arena. 

 

     Cost of the All-Nighter is $25.00.  Tickets must be purchased in advance by signing up (including full 

payment) in the Youth Sunday School room.  Registration will be open through Thursday, January 26.  

Contact Pastor Rigel if you have any questions. 
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GAC Kids 

Discovery Land 

     We started our new unit in Discovery Land with the transition from the Old to New 

Testament.  This month we will be focusing on the miracles of Jesus and how he lived 

His life.  One thing that we know for sure is that Jesus lived out God’s plan in everything 

He did.  God’s timing is perfect and His Word is flawless.  We will explore how Jesus 

chose His disciples, the miracle of turning water into wine, talking with Nicodemus 

about being born again along with the woman at the well.  We can look to Jesus as the 

Good Shepherd because He is who he says He is. 
 

Awana 

     Here are the themes in the month of January: 

 1/4: Snowflake Night - Bring or Wear a Snowflake 

 1/11: Neon Night - Dress in Your Brightest Colors 

 1/18: Noisy Offering Night - Bring Your Change to Make a Joyful Noise 

 1/25: Soup-er Bowl Night - Wear Your Team Colors & Bring a Can of Soup 
 

*We are encouraging kids to bring their Bibles to Awana as well.  We will continue to be diving into God’s 

Word each week.  Kids also will receive “Awana dollars” to spend at the store a few times a year.  We 

want these kids to be familiar with their Bibles and seek out the truths that God has for them. 
 

Donation Update 

     Thank you all who donated your time and gifts to help those in need this Christmas season.   

 We were able to donate 126 pairs of socks to the homeless here in Greensburg 

 We collected items for Operation Christmas Child 

 We made Christmas cards for a local nursing home. 

 

     The children here at GAC have been such a blessing and encouragement.   

     Thank you for serving the Lord in these ways. 

GAC Youth News & Events (cont.) 

Youth Summer Trip to Creation Music Festival “Save the Date” (June 21-25) 

     Mark your calendars - it’s official, this Summer our Youth Group is headed to the Creation Music 

Festival!  After a 3-year hiatus we’re bringing back this fantastic trip for 

this upcoming Summer schedule.  Since we haven’t had this trip in a 

number of years, we figured you might like a very early heads up so that 

you can plan accordingly. 

     The Creation Music Festival is an amazing 5-day event for all youth group ages where we get to camp 

as a group, hear from amazing speakers, attend great concerts, and experience transformational times of 

worship all in a beautiful setting that highlights God’s beautiful creation.  Over the decades the Youth 

Group of GAC has pulled off 30 years of Creation trips so we have it down to a science.  While many 

details are still up in the air, the cost of the trip will be around $200 per student, which includes 

transportation, a festival ticket, a custom t-shirt, equipment rentals, and meals throughout the trip.  In the 

past many of our students, from newcomers to veterans, consider the Creation trip the highlight of their 

summer.  Registration for the trip will open in Mid-February.  At that time there will be a very detailed 

information packet available that will outline the details of this year’s trip.  It’s a great event for all! 

 

Reminder: There will be no Youth Sunday School on January 1 
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January 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
New Year’s Day 

 

10:00am 

Worship Service 
 

 

 

2 
 

3 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

4 
6:30pm 

Awana 
 

 

5 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

 

 

6 
 

7 
 

 

 

 

8 
Communion 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

9 
Newsletter  Article 

Deadline 

 

 

10 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

9:30pm 

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

11 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

 

 

12 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

10:30am 

Deacons Meeting 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

16 
 

17 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

6:30pm 

Governing Board 

Meeting 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

18 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

 

19 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

23 
 

24 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

9:30am 

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

25 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

26 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

7:00pm 

Trustee Meeting 

 

27 
 

28 

29 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 
 

30 31 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

    

Church Office Closed-12/22-1/2 

AY Hot Shots All Nighter 1/27-1/28 
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February 2023 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

  1 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

2 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

3 4 
 

5 
Communion 
 

9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God  
 

6 
 

 

 

7 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

8 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

9 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

10 
6:00pm 

AY-Great Date 

Night 

 

 

11 
 

12 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  

 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 

 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

13 
Newsletter Article 

Deadline 

 

 

14 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 

 

9:30am 

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

 

15 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

 

16 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

10:30am Deacons Mtg. 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 
 

20 
 

21 
6:30am  

Men’s Bible 

Study Via Zoom 
 

6:30pm 

Governing Board 

Meeting 
 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer 

Meeting 

22 
6:30pm 

Awana 

 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

 

23 
6:30pm 

AY-Thursday Night 

@ the Well 

 

7:00pm 

Trustee Mtg 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
9:30 & 11:00am 

Worship Services  
 

9:30am 

Adult Growth Class 
 

11:00am 

Children’s Ministry & 

Youth Sunday School 
 

6:30pm 

Experiencing God 

 

27 28 
6:30am 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

Via Zoom 

 

9:30am 

Moms 24/7 

 

7:00pm 

Virtual Prayer  

    



Page 8 

Greensburg Alliance Church • 4428 Rt. 136 • Greensburg PA 15601• 724-837-1122 

churchoffice.gac@gmail.com • www.greensburgalliancechurch.com 

Church Office Closed - January 2 

Small Groups/Experiencing God Begins - January 8 & 11 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday - January 22 

AY Hots Shots All Nighter - January 27-28 

 

 

     Any prayer requests can be submitted by email to the Church Office, 

churchoffice.gac@gmail.com, our Church app, or you may leave a voice 

message at the Church Office, 724-837-1122. 

Focus 

January  Anniversaries 
1 Harry & Renee Jones 

  

9  Pari & Sapana Bhagat 

 Eric & Joanne Kreinbrook 

 

13 Matt & Caitlyn Stone 

24 Ken & Carol Barackman 

 

28 Dave & Mary Marquis 

 

 

January Birthdays 
3 Ashley Hugland 

    

4 Lilia Callen 

 Tristan Tanyer 

   

5  Jordan Timko, Jr 

 Levi Turchetta 

    

6  Sophia Dail 

 Joseph Dreskler 

 Tom Haupt 

 

8  Diane Haupt 

 Mike McKivens 

 Ana Eliza Steel 

9 Avonlea Wales 

 

13  Bill Mackison 

 Jonah Momper 

 

14  Ivy Huth 

 Janet Keller 

 

15  Kristen Huth 

 Tammy Keslar 

 Todd Murgi 

 

17 Abbey Stoltenberg 

 

19  Amber Lucas 

 Wesley Stahl 

 

20  Ethan Stelma 

 

21  Bill Griffiths 

 Levi Wales 

 

22  Makayla Cruz 

 Bill Hugland 

 

23  Jimmi White 

  

25  Luke Hauser 

 Hadley Stone 

 

26 Eliana Donahoe 

 Noelle Griffiths 

 Emma Tanyer 

 

27 Maryln Davis  

  

28  Camden Stone 

 

29  Mark Murgi 

 

 

Congratulations 

Hannah & Stuart Ford on the birth of their daughter, Elayne Miriam, on 12/18.  

Elayne weighed 7lbs. 11 oz. and was 20 inches long.  


