
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 17, 2020  

 

 

 

Church Family, 

 

We are grateful to be meeting in person.  We had a great time enjoying the good weather at 

our outdoor services for a few months and as fall has settled in we have moved all of our 

services inside.  We have had to shift and change our plans many times over the past few 

months, and we are in a season where flexibility and grace abounds. The Staff and Elders at 

GAC spend considerable time in discussion and prayer at each turn, asking for wisdom on 

how to best navigate these unusual times.  We have worked hard over the past few months 

to minister via online services, and we will continue to do that.   

 

As you worship with us, here is some information to help you know what to expect so you 

can decide how to worship in a way that is best for you and your family. 

 

 

Details: 

• We have two services – 9:30am & 11:00am 

• There is Children’s Ministry available for age 4 through grade 5 at 9:30am only 

• We have hand sanitizer available around the church 

• Masks: On Wednesday, July 1, Governor Wolf issued a mandatory mask-wearing 

order.  On Tuesday, November 17, he expanded the mandate.  In light of this, we are 

asking those who attend in-person services at GAC to wear a mask.  The state 

mandate does make certain exceptions for those who cannot wear a mask including 

those under age 2, individuals with disabilities, and certain health conditions.   

• Sanctuary Seating:  We have closed off every other row. Families sit together, beside 

one another and leave space between other families.  There are pews designated for 

the 9:30am service and pews designated for the 11:00am service. 

• Extra seating:  Is available in the Fellowship Hall through December 27  

• Singing:  We include singing in our worship time 

• Offering:  Instead of passing plates, offering is collected in drop-off boxes at the 

tables in the Lobby as you exit the Sanctuary after each service.  You may still 

continue to give online (via or app or website) or mail a check to the church.   

• Coffee and Snacks:  We are discontinuing snacks and are not currently serving coffee 

 

 



What about Children and Students?  

• If you attend the 9:30am service: there is Children’s Ministry available for age 4 

through grade 5, but no nursery.  Our volunteers will check-in your children, we will 

not be using our self-serve kiosks.  We do not have Youth Sunday morning Growth 

Classes, and your students will join you and you may sit together as a family. 

• If you attend the 11:00am service: your children and students will join you and you 

will sit together as a family.  Feel free to bring coloring sheets/crayons, tablet/mobile 

device with headphones, etc. for your child to help them have a great time.  

 

 

What to Do?   

• First (and foremost) – PRAY:  Pray God will allow us to focus on Him as we gather.  

Pray for healing, comfort, and encouragement for those who need it.  Pray that 

people will come and place their hope and trust in Jesus.  Pray for our church leaders 

and governmental leaders as they continue to lead through this crisis.    

• Second – Use Wisdom: If you are feeling sick, please stay home.  If you have been 

exposed to COVID-19 in the past two weeks, please stay home.  If you or someone in 

your family is at risk, please worship with us from your home.    

• Third – if you are elderly or immunocompromised, we encourage you to continue to 

gather online for worship as long as necessary. 

• Finally – If you don’t yet feel comfortable gathering in the building, we encourage you 

to stay connected via church online 

 

 

As mentioned above, we have prayed and sought the Lord regarding these decisions.  As we 

move forward, we are asking the Lord to make each service (whether in-person or online) a 

time of healing, unity, and celebration for our church body.  As with any decision we make, 

we understand that some will agree and some will not.  If you have any questions, please 

contact any of our full-time ministry staff: Pastor Lu, Pastor Rigel, or Joanne Kreinbrook.  We 

are more than happy to talk with you.  It is a privilege for our entire team at GAC to serve you 

and this community we love.  May God bless you and protect you in these days 

 

 

 


