
2021, The Year of Miracles 
Jackson First Baptist Devotions Dec. 28 – Jan. 15 

 
Week 1 – I Believe 
 
Dec. 28 - What Do You Believe? 
Colossians 1:15-20 
 
 The church at Colossae started as many churches do, with the passion of an evangelist 
and the truth of the Gospel message.  Colossae was a city that prided itself in being inclusive 
(tolerant), not exclusive, of many cultures and belief systems much like many American cities 
today.  There came a point in this church’s development when the message of the Gospel, 
Christ, and God became watered down by societal influences. (Does this sound familiar?)  
Actually, they entered into heresies.  It is at this crisis point that Paul wrote his letter to the 
church to correct, teach, encourage, and exhort. 
 
 What stands out to me the most about this particular passage is not simply the identity, 
character, or what we often refer to as the attributes of Jesus that we can glean from its 
message.  What stands out to me the most is the reason that Paul brings this up so soon in his 
letter.  Paul sees a church that has allowed their doctrine, which drives their beliefs and actions, 
to become distorted.  A doctrine simply refers to an established set of facts or teachings that 
make up a belief system.  This is a church that, while passionate about what they believed, 
failed to stay true to doctrine.  His first step of correction is to remind them of what  
foundational doctrine is in Christianity.  If the foundation is not solid, what is built upon it 
cannot, and will not stand. 
 

1. On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being very low and 10 being a top priority, how important has 
doctrine been to you in your Christian walk?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 

 
2. Here is a list of some of the attributes of Jesus that would be included in the “Doctrine 

of Jesus.”  Your assignment is to reference what part of the passage goes with each 
attribute.  How might some of these attributes be distorted today? 

 
- Creator 
- Sustainer 
- Lord of All 
- Savior 
- Redeemer 
- Divine (He is God) 

 
 



Dec. 29 - Teaching Others to Believe 
Mark 11:12-14 
 

There once was a story of a little girl who fell out of bed one night. The mother rushed 
into her room after she heard the noise and said, “Sweetheart, why did you fall out of bed?”  
The young girl replied, “I guess I stayed too close to where I got in.” 
 

 Are you still too close to the side you got in? What I mean is, are you diligently growing, 
positioning, and serving in your Christian life? Or are you still existing on your initial statement 
of faith? Today’s passage of the cursed fig tree teaches us that it’s a good idea to pay attention 
to whether God blesses or curses. You see, it’s not going to go well with God if you simply give 
an “appearance” of Godliness, yet bear no fruit. God calls us to be diligent in our faith and to 
bear fruit (John 15:5).  
 

So, how can we bear fruit with others as well as our children, you may ask? As we journey 
through each stage of our children’s development, and stages of our own, we can point them 
toward spiritual markers that will help them find true faith. These areas, according to Focus on 
the Family, are Early Childhood: Respect for the Gospel, Early Elementary years: Wisdom of the 
Gospel, Late Elementary years: Grace from the Gospel. This will help lead us all to become 
vibrant followers of Christ, bearing fruit in the process.  

 

1. Do you have a “said” faith or a “saving” faith? In other words, do you “say” you’re a 
Christian or “know” you are a Christian?  Explain. 

 

 

 

2. How can you become better at engaging in the spiritual life of a child? 

 

 
 
Dec. 30 - Embracing My Personal Miracle 
Mark 11:20-24 

 
Do you expect God to use you? The reality is, how you answer that question often dictates 

how you are living your life. If we have an expectation and knowledge that God wants to work 
in our lives, then we start pursuing Him. We can give an account that if we have been saved, 
then we have seen a miracle. God’s work in your life isn’t for you to suppress but to grow in and 
share. How do we grow in our faith? By reading the bible, praying to God, sharing with the lost, 



and through the support of other believers. Often times you may feel like God doesn’t want to 
use you because you have stopped growing in your faith. Salvation isn’t the climax, but the 
beginning of our faith. If you want to see miracles, grow. If you want to see lives changed, grow. 
If you want God to be glorified, then grow. Be purposeful to be in the bible. Be diligent in your 
prayer life. Be an opportunist in your moments to share. Be an encourager to other believers to 
stay the course. God will do wonders in our lives, when we start living a life that expects Him to 
do so.  
 

1. What keeps you from growing in your faith? After you list the obstacles, pray that God 
would help you remove these excuses.  

 
 
 
 

2. What is a miracle you would like to see God do? Now devote this to your daily prayer 
with confidence that God is able to do it.  

 
 
 
 
Dec. 31 - Mountain Moving Miracles, Part 1 
Matthew 21:19-22 
 

We have studied and talked a lot about miracles these last few weeks. We have been 
challenged to believe God for miracles. We want miracles to happen. But for a miracle to 
happen, faith has to enter the equation.  In our passage today, Jesus is challenging His disciples 
to have faith that they can move a mountain.  Sounds easy enough if we can get a bulldozer and 
other big construction equipment, doesn’t it? Have you ever watched a mountain being moved 
to allow a road to be made?   
 

Years ago, when our first two children were just babies, Keith and I lived in eastern KY 
where you could have one foot on the KY side and one foot on the VA side of the border.  For at 
least two years, whenever we wanted to cross from KY into VA, we had to pass through major 
construction as the states were literally moving a mountain to allow for better passage.  Before 
the construction, the road was small and very windy.  After the project was completed, the 
passage was easily passable and very scenic. The better road was made only by moving the 
mountain. 
 

How does this apply to our Scripture passage?  What mountain is God asking you to 
have faith to move?  Is God asking us to search out and provide the right equipment so that we 
can make our miracle happen in our own strength?  Absolutely not!  God is asking us to simply 
put our faith in Him.  He is the only “construction equipment” we need. Whenever we go to 
Him in prayer asking for a miracle, He must be the object of our faith.  We must place our 
complete, unhindered trust in His faithfulness and His sovereignty. 



 
Sounds simple enough, but we must also position our faith solely on Him.   We cannot 

ask and then give Him instruction. We cannot ask and then look for a better option.  A miracle 
can come if we simply say, “Your will be done in this miracle I am needing.” And then we must 
get up and believe. We must remind ourselves of His past faithfulness in our lives, and we must 
search His Word for His promises.  Mark 11:24, the sister passage to Matthew 21,  tells us, 
“Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
 

The road leading up to your mountain moving miracle may be challenging and windy.  
But each time you travel this faith road, waiting for God’s movement, you will be drawn closer 
to Him. Your focus will be on Him, not on your need.  Your focus will be on Him, not on your 
options.  You can trust Him for the beautiful scenic view that your miracle will bring.   
 
1. What is your mountain moving miracle you are asking from God? 
 
 
 
 
2. What “construction equipment” are you needing to relinquish to fully put your faith and trust 
in God for your miracle? 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 1 - Mountain Moving Miracles, Part 2 
1 Samuel 17-18 
 
 

On my coffee table is a book filled with example after example of men and woman who had 
to do something, or others would die.  These courageous soldiers received the Medal of Honor 
for the simple fact that when others either couldn’t or didn’t act, they did, and often died for 
the cause.  Men have an innate desire to do, act, or fix in given situations.  Often, it is this desire 
to fix that inhibits our ability to listen or discuss.  It is often what stands in the way of our 
opportunity to see God move in a mighty way.  The key spiritually is to get our doing in line with 
God’s moving.  1 Samuel 17-18 tells a story of a young man who did what an entire army would 
not, he believed.  
 

1. In 1 Samuel 17:29, what was the cause that David was making reference to? 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you truly believe that God can move mountains?  What does He need to move out of 
the way in order for your actions to reveal God’s work? 



Week 2 – I Will 
 
Jan. 4 – Who Is This God Who Calls Us?  
Jonah 1 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 1 
 
 I can honestly say that I appreciate and respect every passage of scripture in my bible.  I 
can also honestly say that I don’t enjoy reading every passage equally, and I don’t find it as easy 
to remember and recall each passage equally.  The story of Jonah is one that everyone, from a 
child in the nursery to our oldest senior adult can enjoy and remember.  The supernatural 
events fascinate us, and the theological truths challenge us. 
 
 How far would you go out of your way to either do something you want to do, or to not 
do something you do not want to do?  Jonah was a prophet of God before he was called by God 
to go preach His Word to Nineveh.  I say this to emphasize that he was already on Team God.  
He was a believer that knew his job was to share God with others.  Jonah was living in Gath-
hepher, which by the normal land journey trade route, was 800 miles from Nineveh.  Because 
of Jonah’s hatred of the Ninevites and his fear that preaching to them would bring about 
Hosea’s prophesied punishment for Israel at the hands of the Assyrians (Hosea 9:3; 10:6; 11:5), 
he instead chose a journey to Tarshish of over 2,200 miles.  This wouldn’t have been a quick 
ride in a Boeing 747 with a bag of peanuts and a Coke.  It would have been a grueling walk, 
camel ride, and cramped boat trip that would have taken months to complete.  Not only did he 
choose this dreadful trip, but when God sent a hurricane to sink the boat, he chose to be 
thrown overboard rather than admitting to God he was wrong and turning back. 
 
 Despite Jonah’s clouded judgement, God wanted to use him in a big way to show that if 
unrepentant Nineveh, a pagan city, would repent and turn to God at his message, how much 
more should Israel, God’s own people, repent and turn back to God? 
 
 Who is the God that calls us?  He is the God that sees the big picture when either we 
can’t or simply refuse to see it ourselves.  In this context, Jonah is no more important than 
Micheal, Mandy, Danny, Marcy, Ernie, Brittany, Angie, Marshall, etc., as a vessel of God’s will.  I 
think you get the point.  God calls us all individually, but He also calls us corporately.  
Corporately, we are to help each other individually as we pursue God’s will in unity. 
 

1. What could God uniquely call you to do that might have you considering your own 
2,200-mile journey to Tarshish? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. What have you done, or are currently doing, to help support and encourage a Jonah in 
your life to be courageous in God’s calling on their life?  What can you start doing now? 



Jan. 5 – Truth From the Belly of a Whale  
Jonah 2 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 2 
 
“If you don’t put on a program for your kids, they will put one on for you!”  
 

And what a program we see, illustrated in the childish, rebellious ways of Jonah as he 
disobeyed and ran from God’s call upon his life. Sometimes no matter how carefully you plan, 
no matter how exciting the topic, someone will end up rolling around on the floor, mocking you 
or just plain refusing to participate. You issue warning after warning which distracts everyone 
and embarrasses the child who has decided to “show out.” Still nothing gets better. A “time-
out” seems to be the only answer. It’s through this “time-out” of sitting in the belly of a stinky 
fish that God grabs Jonah’s attention with His quality “time-in”; His connected style of 
parenting which encapsulates His positive and consistent love shown toward us.  
 

God has a plan for our lives! He loves us and He’s waiting for us to call upon Him so he can 
reveal His love toward us (Romans 5:8). Jonah didn’t just sit inside that fish doing nothing. He 
took the time to think about what he had done. And when he decided to pray to God, he 
repented and thanked God for all He had done for him, saving him from drowning, and giving 
him a future. 
 
 

1. How will you share the truth of Jeremiah 29:11 with our children today?   
 

 
 
 

2. When and how will you take “time-out” to make “time-in” for a child to hear the 
promises of God’s love?  

 
 
 
 
Jan. 6 - Becoming a Miracle Person 
2 Corinthians 8 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 3 
 

“Mine.” It is the scary/frustrating four-letter word that haunts parents when their toddler 
begins this stage. The parent scrambles to break that cycle by teaching them to share or give, 
usually because they don’t want a rude or spoiled child. Understand this, the child claims 
ownership to things they did not purchase. Often, I believe God may look at our spending habits 
and want to break us of the same “mine” mindset. In the passage, Paul is encouraging the 
Corinthian church by sharing the giving in the sister churches. Paul does not say the wealthy 
gave in abundance, or “Yay, rich people.” Instead, in verse 3, he says “For they gave according 



to their means and beyond their means.” It indicates whether wealthy, poor, or in between, the 
people joyfully gave more than what was expected. Why would they do this? Verse 5 says, 
“They gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God.” When we are living for 
God, we know all that we have is His. That takes the possessive mentality of “mine” away and 
replaces it with “His.” We become generous when our hearts have been changed by Him. This 
process doesn’t begin once we have a career, family, or settled down, this begins once we have 
encountered Christ.  
 

1. Does my giving reflect a “mine” or “His” mentality? 
 
 
 
 

2. What ways can I improve my giving habits? 
 
  
 
 
Jan. 7 - The Cost of Following Jesus, Part 1 
1 Thessalonians 1 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 4 
 
 

We in the western world do not know (yet) of the type of Christian persecution the 
Thessalonians experienced.   But maybe you can relate to verse 3 where Paul points out the 
brothers’ and sisters’ “work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Notice that each of those characteristics are prefaced by the effort required to exercise 
them; in other words, an “I will” attitude. 
 

The Thessalonians turned from idols (v. 9) and said, “I will” to the gospel.   They had to 
let go in order to become an “I will” church.  Today we have so much that we need to let go of 
in order to be more like Christ.  In my life there came a point when I deeply desired more of 
Jesus, and He showed me that I needed to let go of bitterness I’d carried for years.  It was hard!  
I had to ask forgiveness of someone who had treated me wrongly. God showed me in His Word 
that my anger and bitterness toward this person had consumed me.  This had ruined my 
testimony, affected those around me, and was greatly affecting my relationship with my Lord.  
Oh, I put on a good front and most did not even realize how ugly my heart was.  But God did, 
and with my response of “I will,” He extended His marvelous grace and mercy.  Oh the 
freedom…oh the burden lifted!  Now I was free to say, “I will” to the plans He had for me!” 
Your story is most likely different. But I know that many are holding on to idols that take the 
place of God in their lives.  It may be a relationship, addiction to social media, alcohol or drugs, 
gossip, pride, and the list continues. 
 



Any of these are hindering your testimony, as well as the growth of our church.  For we 
are all a part of one body, and what one does affects the rest.  What would God be able to do 
with a person who would say, “I will”?  Miracles, that’s what! He will use you to impact others 
for His Kingdom, just as He did in Thessalonica. You will never regret the cost of saying, “I will.”    
John Piper says it beautifully, “There is no cost you can pay in following Jesus that won’t be 
made up a thousand-fold in the Resurrection.” (Luke 14:14) 
 

1.  What is it you need to let go of to say, “I will” to God?  If you’re not sure, ask Him to 

show you, and He will!  Then take the necessary steps to relinquish it. 

 

 

2.  Are you willing to be an instrument of God for His working miracles?  You are invited to 

say, “I will.” 

 
 
 
Jan. 8 - The Cost of Following Jesus, Part 2 
Matt. 6:19-24 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 5 
 
The Cost of Following Jesus, Pt. 2. 
Matthew 6:19-24  
 

We are living in a time where it seems as if people are more concerned with worldly 
treasures and pleasures than the things that pertain to eternity.  In our text we are given a 
warning concerning people’s hearts.  It is very important that we understand the dangers of 
allowing worldly ideology to creep into our minds, because when this happens, it will cause 
people to subconsciously drift into worldliness.  The spinoff is that the heart of people will be 
turned from things eternal to things temporal. 
 

If we are sold out for the cause of Christ, then we will fortify our hearts and minds, by 
putting on the whole amour of God. (Eph. 6:11)  When money becomes the main focus, then it 
becomes idolatry.  We cannot allow tangible things to become our God.  We must store up our 
treasure in Heaven by being Kingdom minded, which means that we surrender our time, 
talents, and treasures to God.  When this is true in our hearts, we will put ourselves in the best 
possible position to fulfill God’s purpose and will in our lives.  With this mindset, we can delight 
in the Lord! 
  

1. Has the Lord proved himself to be worthy to be your God? 
 



2. Have you completely given your heart to God? 
 

 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Days 6,7 
 
 
Week 3 – The Power of Personal Miracles 
 
Jan. 11 – Show Me Lord  
1 Kings 17:1-7 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 8 
 
 There are many ways that we can respond to situations in our lives.   These responses 
can cover a wide spectrum that includes completely ignoring them, overreacting to them, and 
anything in between.  A proportional response is often used to describe a just and reasonable 
reaction.  “They went nuclear” is a phrase that I like to use to describe the most drastic reaction 
a person could have displayed.  In context, the nuclear option is often viewed as an 
overreaction.   
 
 In our passage for today we see the first mention of Elijah the Tishbite, a prophet of 
God.  Immediately we read that through Elijah, God pronounces a judgement on Israel that 
involves a three-year drought (some believe three years, others put it at three and a half years).  
Without any more information than this, we might say “God took the nuclear option.”  That’s 
an incredibly long time without rain that brought about a devastating famine in the land.  Why 
was there a need for this apparently overly drastic reaction by God?  In the preceding chapters 
of the book of 1 Kings, we read about the line of kings ruling Israel and Judah leading up to this 
judgement moment.  In particular, you should read 1 Kings 16:29-34. 
 
 I want to make something abundantly clear.  The Gospel, like Jesus, is the same 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  It doesn’t need changing or updating.  Elijah came onto the 
scene at a time when things were bad, really bad.  Ahab was described as being worse than any 
king that came before him, and the people of Israel followed his lead.  Elijah ministered to a 
generation of people that were experiencing a point in time that could be said to be different 
than any other before it.  The basic and powerful message that Elijah was given by God to 
deliver to the people was the same as it has always been and would always be.  God is God, 
that should mean something to each of you, and your lives should reflect that and honor God 
the way He deserves.  That particular generation required the nuclear option response and 
ministry of Elijah.   
 

1. What examples can you point to in our current generation that would reflect America 
drawing closer to God or pulling further away from God? Think about things like the 
family unit, schools, society, politics, the church, etc.  Are things better or worse than in 
the previous few generations? 

 



 
 

2. What nuclear option response not just from God, but from you as a member of Christ’s 
church, is appropriate for this generation? 

 
 
 
 
Jan. 12 - Surrendering What We Have 
1 Kings 17:8-16 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 9 
 

In our Preschool/Children’s ministry here at Jackson First Baptist we have a verse that 
sums up our call: “Take up your cross and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23) As our discussion today is 
surrendering what we have, I’m excited to define our mission acronym, K.I.D.S. (Kids In Daily 
Service)… a call to absolute surrender. Think about this, as we learn of the different miracles 
Jesus performed, we see constant displays of ultimate surrender. The surrendering of five 
loaves and two fish to feed 5,000 people, the surrender of the last grains of flour and droplets 
of water during a famine to feed a guest, and the surrender of a life in order to gain life as in 
the miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. 
 

We teach our little ones to embrace these miracles because they serve a purpose of 
demonstrating Jesus’s power and His ultimate authority. It’s not about the action of the 
healing, but the person who heals, JESUS! So, parents, teachers, and leaders let us not make 
Jesus in the form of a superhero or magician as today’s standards tend to do; however, may we 
position ourselves and our homes, to the training up of our little ones that Jesus frees us from 
the very bondage of everyday sin. Miracles are a constant reminder of the restoration and love 
Jesus will bring when He returns once again. What precious promises to instill with our little 
ones! 
 
 

1. Do you believe in the miracles of Jesus? How will you allow the power of Jesus to lead 
and guide you to be a part of the Children’s ministry of our church? 

 
 
 
 

2. In what area of Children’s ministry can you make an ultimate surrender? Teaching the 
Bible, Recreation, Music, Mentoring, Crafts…pray and ask God how you can be used in 
the life or lives of our children. 

 
 
 
 



Jan. 13 - Getting in the Right Position 
1 Kings 17:17-24 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 10 
 

 
Have you ever struggled with the “victim” mentality, like everything or everyone is against you? 
When things aren’t going the way you had hoped, you throw in the towel. Constantly living a 
life that centers around being the victim causes us to not truly live in faith. When our 
surroundings or circumstances dictate our response of doubt, we aren’t walking with the Lord. 
In this passage we see the circumstances with the widow’s son and at the moment Elijah could 
have responded with “this situation is too much,” or “God, this is your fault,” instead he went in 
faith to God and interceded for the child. He didn’t allow the circumstance to cripple his 
response. Instead, he shows us the correct way to respond by positioning ourselves in prayer, 
believing that God will hear and move. Elijah had faith, and God responded. When we play the 
victim, we aren’t trusting that God is bigger than what is in front of us. We need to submit to 
His ability and trust that He will carry us through. There is nothing in this world that we face 
that God can’t overcome if we have faith.  
 

1. What and who are you interceding for in faith? 
 
 
 
 

2. Do your circumstances dictate a negative response from you? What steps can you take 
to improve your response?  

 
 
 
 
Jan. 14 - Learning to Overcome Fear 
Isaiah 41 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 11 
 

Isaiah 41:10 is very straight forward in giving us instruction.  “Fear not, be not 
dismayed.” Why?  It is very simple. God is our God, He will strengthen us, He will help us, and 
He upholds us with His righteous right hand.  There is no secret code to decipher nor a hidden 
message in this comforting verse. We are not to fear because God is God. 
 

When my boys were younger and I would give them a job to do, often their first 
response was, “What do you mean?”  Unload the dishwasher simply means take the dishes out 
of the dishwasher and put them away. But because of their busyness of playing or laziness of 
not wanting to work, they acted as if they didn’t understand. They made the simplicity of 
instruction difficult.   
  



How often we do this very thing with God.  The nation of Israel is our excellent example 
in Isaiah 41. From day one of leaving Egypt, God promised to be with them, protect them, 
provide their every need, and never leave them nor forsake them.  But like us today, they put 
their eyes on other sources that could never fulfill them.  And this is where fear creeps in. 
 

What are you fearing today? Is it a fear that God does not have the power to control? 
Whose fault is it if the fear is driving your decisions and outcomes and thereby keeping you in 
defeat? Fear is a sin that drives us from God. It is essentially saying, “God, you are not enough.” 
 

Think back to the widow at Zarephath. She truly had every right, humanly speaking, to 
fear.  She had only one more meal to prepare for herself and her son. She was prepared for 
them to die because, as a widow, she had no other sources to turn to.  But because of her faith 
in God, He strengthened her and helped her through the prophet Elijah. 
“The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word 
of the Lord that He spoke by Elijah.” (I Kings 17:16) What is in your jar of faith today?  Is it full of 
worldly resources that will always run dry?  Or is it full of our God who is never spent and never 
runs empty?   
 

Fear not simply means, fear not. Do not fear—trust God—He is able.  Put your fear at 
His feet and get up in fullest confidence in His desire for your goodness and peace.  Give Him 
your last resources and watch Him provide in ways you have not even imagined.  “Now to him 
who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us.” (Ephesians 3:20) 
 

1. Be honest about your fears today.  List them. 
 
 
 

 
2.   What could you accomplish today if you reject these fears and live in the confidence of      
our Lord? 

 
 
Jan. 15 - The Greatest Miracle of All 
Romans 8 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Day 12 
 

 
What is God’s greatest miracle?  Now that would be an awesome YouTube video, the real 

“greatest of all time.”  I imagine that the sun standing still for a full day in Joshua 10, or time 
moving backwards in Isaiah 38, would be on that list.  Speaking everything into existence out of 
nothing was huge, and so was raising Lazarus from the dead.  How could we not mention the 
blind receiving sight, the deaf being made to hear, or the lame being made to walk?  How about 
that story of Jesus not even going to the Centurion’s house, but just speaking the word, and the 



centurion’s servant being healed?  All of these, totally made possible through the power of 
God, are nothing short of amazing, but the greatest miracle of all, and it’s not even close, is the 
miracle of how Christ triumphed over death and the grave, to reconcile sinners, and to provide 
for us life.  Before Christ, there was no hope.  We were condemned, but through Jesus, we have 
been made justified, and now have peace with God.  Praise God for His greatest miracle of all! 
 

1. What does it mean to have access by faith into His grace? 

 

 

 

 

2. How has this miracle changed your life through Christ Jesus? 

 
21 Days of Breakthrough Prayer: Days 13,14 


