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“CHRIST’S CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP”

I. Introduction 

A. Over the past six chapters, Luke has provided us with accounts of some of 
the things that took place during Jesus’s ministry in Galilee, Israel’s 
northern region.  

1. The text that we are studying today begins a new section in this 
Gospel.  

2. It is the largest section in Luke, extending into chapter 19, and its 
focus is upon Jesus’s teaching and ministry as he made his way to 
Jerusalem for the last time.  

B. In the verses that we are considering today, Luke emphasizes Jesus’s 
resolve to take that journey to Jerusalem, and he shows how that resolve 
serves as the paradigm for Christian discipleship.  

1. Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  

2. In like manner, he calls those who follow him to do so 
wholeheartedly and without looking back.  

3. As we study this text today, I want us to see three lessons that this it 
teaches us about Christ’s call to discipleship.  

4. It is a non-coercive call.  

5. It is a call to live as strangers and exiles on the earth.  

6. And it is a call that takes precedence over everything else.  

II. A Non-Coercive Call 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A. Our passage begins with this sentence:  “When the days drew near for 
him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  

1. The phrase “taken up” refers to Jesus’s approaching death, along 
with his subsequent resurrection from the dead and his ascension 
into heaven.  

2. It is significant that Luke speaks of Jesus’s death as an event that 
was drawing near.  

3. This reminds us that Jesus’s life was lived out according to God’s 
predetermined plan.  

4. Also, in saying that Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem”, Luke 
lays an emphasis upon Jesus’s willingness to die on the cross to 
make atonement for the sins of his people.  

5. Our Lord was determined to accomplish the task that lay ahead of 
him.  

6. He did not waver or hesitate.  

7. He boldly went to the death that awaited him in Jerusalem, in 
submission to his Father’s will.  

B. The route that Jesus chose to take as he made his way from Galilee to 
Jerusalem led him through the region of Samaria.  

1. You may know something about Samaria because of the popularity 
of Jesus’s parable of the Good Samaritan.

2. In that parable, the thing that is so surprising is that it is the 
Samaritan, not the priest or the Levite, who helps the man who had 
been robbed and left for dead.

3. The Jews hated the Samaritans because of their mixed ancestry and 
their heterodox theology.  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4. The Samaritans traced their roots back to the 8th century B.C., 
when the Assyrians conquered Israel’s northern kingdom, deported 
many of the Jews who lived there, and repopulated the land with 
Gentiles.

5. When those Gentiles intermarried with the Jews who remained in 
the land, their progeny ended up developing their own distorted 
version of the Jewish religion.  

6. The Samaritans had their own central place of worship on Mount 
Gerizim. 

7. They even built a temple there, though it was destroyed in the 
second century B.C. by the Jewish king John Hyrcanus.

8. The Samaritans also had their own version of the Hebrew Bible, 
which consisted only of Genesis through Deuteronomy.  

9. Samaritan religion was compromised, impure, and incomplete.

10. This led some of the more pious Jews to take a circuitous route that 
avoided Samaria when they were traveling between Judea and 
Galilee. 

11. But Jesus did not take that bypass route.  

12. He went right through Samaria so that he could proclaim the 
gospel to the lost souls who lived there.  

C. As Jesus approached one particular Samaritan village, he sent messengers 
ahead of him so that preparations could be made.  

1. This indicates that Jesus was asking the Samaritans to extend 
hospitality to him and his followers, a request that would have 
been unthinkable for most first century Jews because of their 
disdain for the Samaritans.  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2. That disdain went both ways, as we can see by the fact that the 
people in this village refused to receive Jesus.  

3. Notice that Luke says that they did not receive Jesus because his 
face was set toward Jerusalem, the Jews’ central place of worship.  

4. The Samaritans were wrong about the location of the central 
sanctuary, as Jesus made clear in his conversation with the 
Samaritan woman in John 4.  

5. Nevertheless, people can be extremely zealous for things that they 
have wrong.  

6. The people who lived in this one Samaritan village were so 
zealously devoted to their error that they missed out on the 
opportunity to have Jesus minister among them.  

D. James and John took great offense at the Samaritans’ refusal to receive 
Jesus, and in their zeal for the Lord’s honor they asked him, “Lord, do you 
want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  

1. We should not take this as an indication that James and John had an 
anger management problem.  

2. In asking this question, James and John were recalling how the 
prophet Elijah had called down fire to consume the soldiers whom 
Israel’s king had sent to apprehend him in 2 Kings 1.  

3. That episode probably came to mind because it took place in the 
region that would later be known as Samaria.  

4. James and John thought that the Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus was 
similar enough to King Ahaziah’s opposition to Elijah to merit the 
same fiery judgment.  

5. They were actually right about that.  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6. Anyone who rejects Jesus deserves to have fire from heaven come 
down and consume him.  

7. Nevertheless, Jesus rebuked James and John for making this 
suggestion, and he moved on to another village.  

E. We should consider why Jesus responded this way.  

1. Elijah was not wrong to call down fire upon those soldiers.  

2. God would not have sent the fire if Elijah had been in the wrong.  

3. Why then was it wrong for James and John to suggest that the same 
thing be done to these people who were rejecting Jesus?  

4. After all, Jesus is far more significant than Elijah was.  

5. Elijah was merely a prophet of the Lord.  

6. Jesus is the incarnate Son of God.  

F. The explanation comes by understanding the difference between Elijah’s 
ministry and Jesus’s ministry.  

1. As prophet of the Lord, Elijah was sent to prosecute God’s people 
for breaking the Sinai covenant.  

2. He brought a covenant lawsuit against them.  

3. His message was one of judgment.  

4. When he called down fire from heaven, he was imposing the curses 
that are set forth in the Sinai covenant.  

5. What James and John did not understand was that Jesus had come 
to establish a new covenant, the covenant foretold by the prophet 
Jeremiah.  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6. Under the new covenant, judgment is delayed so that the message 
of grace can be proclaimed to the ends of the earth.  

7. Because of this, this present age is not the time to enact vengeance 
upon those who reject and oppose the gospel.  

8. We are not to use coercion to get people to embrace Christ.  

9. We are not to use political power to punish those who reject Christ.  

10. Instead, we need to entrust judgment to the hand of God and be 
content with the fact that he will carry it out in his appointed time.  

11. And until that time comes, we are to continue to hold forth the 
message of God’s grace in Christ to people who are mired in error 
and immorality.  

III. A Call to Live as Strangers and Exiles on the Earth  

A. We turn now to the second part of our text, where Luke relates three 
interactions between Jesus and would-be disciples.  

1. In the first of these interactions, a man comes up to Jesus and says 
that he will follow him wherever he goes.  

2. This leads Jesus to respond, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  

3. In saying this, Jesus was pointing out that this man did not 
understand the cost of discipleship.  

4. He had no idea of what it would really mean to follow Jesus 
wherever he goes.  

5. He did not realize that the way that lay ahead of Jesus was the way 
of rejection and the way of the cross.  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B. This interchange underscores the fact that the life of discipleship is not 
always filled with every convenience.  

1. Following Jesus does not guarantee you an easy and agreeable life.  

2. Of course, not every Christian has to face severe adversity because 
of his or her faith.  

3. But all Christians are called to live as “strangers and exiles on the 
earth.”  

4. This world is not our home.  

5. Our citizenship is in heaven.  

6. We are looking for a better country, a city whose foundations 
cannot be shaken.  

7. And the fact that we do not belong to this world means the world 
will often reject and oppose us.  

8. This is the cost of discipleship.

9. If the world hated Jesus and rejected him and put him to death, 
then it will surely hate those who are united to Jesus.  

10. This world is an inhospitable place for those whose supreme 
loyalty is to Jesus Christ.  

C. Jesus’s words in verse 58 also remind us that we are not to look for 
ultimate security or comfort in this world.  

1. While there are many wonderful things about life in this world, we 
always need to remember that none of these things will last.  

2. If you are a Christian, heaven is your true and lasting home.  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3. Though you lack a permanent home here, the home that awaits you 
in the world to come is beyond all comparison.  

4. As the Heidelberg Catechism puts it, “inasmuch as I now feel in my 
heart the beginning of eternal joy, I shall after this life possess 
complete bliss, such as eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither has 
entered into the heart of man, therein to praise God forever.” [Q. 58]  

5. Only when you breathe your last breath and this world fades from 
view will you enter into the glorious inheritance that is yours in 
Christ.  

IV. A Call That Takes Precedence over Everything Else  

A. This brings us to the second and third exchanges between Jesus and 
would-be disciples.  

1. In both of these interactions, we see that the call to follow Jesus 
takes precedence over everything else.  

2. When Jesus summons the second man to follow him, the man says, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”  

3. Most readers probably assume that this means the man’s father had 
just died.  

4. But if that had been the case, the man would have been at home 
with his family tending to the burial arrangements, not out with the 
crowds listening to Jesus.  

5. It is more likely that this man was saying that he wanted to put off 
following Jesus until after his elderly father died and the burial 
process was completed, a process that took about a year due to its 
two-stage nature. 

6. When Jesus told this man to “Leave the dead to bury their own 
dead”, he was saying that in the life of Christian discipleship the 
duties that we owe to other people need to give way to the duties 
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that we owe to God. 

7. In other words, we should not let our other obligations or 
relationships prevent us from being faithful to Christ.  

B. We can be tempted along these lines in a variety of ways.  

1. What do you do if your family wants to have a gathering on the 
Lord’s Day that would prevent you from attending worship?  

2. What do you do if you are pressured to celebrate a co-worker’s 
same-sex marriage? 

3. In such scenarios, we need to give careful consideration to Jesus’s 
command to leave the dead to bury their own dead.  

4. Jesus is saying that it is those who are still dead in their sins who 
put earthly cares and commitments and relationships above him.  

5. Those who have been made alive in Christ are to seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness.  

C. This brings us to the exchange between Jesus and the third would-be 
disciple, which begins with the man telling Jesus, “I will follow you, Lord, 
but let me first say farewell to those at my home.”  

1. It might seem reasonable for this man to want to say goodbye to his 
family.  

2. But the problem is that he is trying to set his own terms for 
following Jesus.  

3. His request revealed that he was still clinging to his old life.  

4. This is confirmed by Jesus’s response:  “No one who puts his hand 
to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  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5. To look back in this sense is to let yourself get entangled in the 
cares of the world.  

6. This was what led to the downfall of Lot’s wife.  

7. She fell under judgment because she looked back while she was 
leaving Sodom.  

8. In doing so, she demonstrated that her heart was still bound up 
with the life that she enjoyed in Sodom.  

9. As a result, she shared in the terrible judgment that befell that 
wicked city.  

D. The lesson being driven home in this part of our passage is that we must 
not have a divided heart.  

1. Don’t think you can live as Jesus’s disciple while holding back 
certain parts of your life.  

2. Discipleship cannot be half-hearted.  

3. You cannot follow Jesus only when it is convenient for you to do so.  

4. You cannot set the terms for your life as a Christian.  

5. You cannot pick and choose which of Jesus’s commands you will 
strive to obey.  

6. You need to set your hand to the plow and follow where Christ 
leads you through his Word.  

V. Conclusion 

A. There will be many forks in the road of your Christian life.  

B. There will be times when your faith in Christ and your allegiance to his 
kingdom are put to the test. 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C. Don’t grow impatient over the fact that the world persists in its rejection 
of Christ.  

D. Don’t be surprised when the world is inhospitable to your Christian faith.  

E. Don’t let other priorities take precedence over the duties you owe to your 
Lord. 

F. Remember that Jesus has called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 

G. Use your life in this world to take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called.


