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“A GLIMPSE OF GLORY”

I. Introduction 

A. The question ‘Who is Jesus?’ has arisen repeatedly in this section of Luke’s 
Gospel.  

1. When Jesus stilled the storm, the disciples responded by asking, 
“Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and 
they obey him?”  

2. When Herod the tetrarch heard about the things that Jesus and his 
disciples were doing, Herod had questions about Jesus’s identity.  

3. When Jesus asked his disciples what the crowds were saying about 
him, they told him that the people thought that he was John the 
Baptist, or Elijah, or some other prophet from days gone by.  

4. And when Jesus asked the disciples themselves, “But who do you 
say that I am?”, Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  

5. In the verses that we are studying today, we see God giving his 
answer to the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’  

B. God did not want the disciples’ faith in Jesus to be destroyed when they 
saw their Lord suffering the shameful death of the cross.  

1. This is why he made three of them witnesses of the revelation of 
Jesus’s glory on the Mount of Transfiguration.  

2. Even though none of us were present at the transfiguration, it is a 
great help to our faith today.  

3. After all, the basis of our salvation is not our feelings, or our 
experiences, or our state of mind at any given moment.  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4. Our salvation rests upon the person of our Lord and upon the 
redemptive work that he has accomplished within history.  

5. And because this is the case, we regularly need to be reminded and 
reassured of Jesus’s divine identity.  

6. When we are thinking rightly about who our Savior is, we are able 
to say with confidence, “He only is my rock and my salvation, my 
fortress; I shall not be shaken.” (Ps. 62:6)  

II. A Glorious Manifestation 

A. The mountain upon which the transfiguration took place was probably 
Mount Hermon, near Caesarea Philippi, though it has traditionally been 
taken to be Mount Tabor, six miles from Nazareth.  

1. Mountains figure prominently at several key points in the Old 
Testament.  

2. There is God’s covenant with Noah on Mount Ararat, the giving of 
the law at Mount Sinai, the erection of the temple on Mount Zion, 
and Elijah’s experiences on Mount Carmel and Mount Horeb.  

3. Also, the fact that the temple was built on Mount Zion caused the 
psalmists to describe the heavenly reality to which the temple 
pointed as the mountain of the Lord.  

4. We see this in Psalm 48, which says, “Great is the LORD and 
greatly to be praised in the city of our God!  His holy mountain, 
beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the 
far north, the city of the great King.  Within her citadels God has 
made himself known as a fortress.” (Psa 48:1–3)  

5. In the words of one Old Testament scholar, the motif of God’s 
mountain “is a pervasive element in biblical symbolism from 
creation, through redemption, to consummation.” [Kline, God, 
Heaven, and Har Magedon, 43]  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6. In light of this, it stands to reason that the mention at the beginning 
of this text of Jesus going up a mountain is an indicator that 
something significant is about to take place.  

B. Another detail at the beginning of this passage that should get our 
attention is that Jesus went up this mountain to pray.  

1. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus prays before especially important events in 
his earthly ministry.  

2. He was praying before the Spirit descended upon him in the form 
of a dove at his baptism.  

3. He prayed all night on a mountain just before he called the twelve 
disciples.  

4. He was praying just before he asked the question that led Peter to 
confess him as the Christ.  

5. Here in our text, Jesus is praying when he is transfigured in the 
presence of Peter, James, and John.  

6. And note that this took place just before Luke points out later in 
this chapter that Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem”, where he 
knew he would be put to death. (9:51)  

7. The transfiguration made it clear that this One who was about to 
suffer and die is in fact the Son of God.  

8. As Calvin points out, “It would manifestly have been quite as easy 
for Christ to protect his body from death as to clothe it with 
heavenly glory.”  

C. The transfiguration involved a change in Jesus’s appearance that was 
reminiscent of how Moses’ face shone after being on Sinai.  

1. Despite the similarity, there is an also important difference.  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2. While Moses’ shining face reflected God’s glory, Jesus’s glory 
radiated from within himself, thus testifying to his deity.  

3. As we think about this, we need to remember that there was 
nothing especially appealing about Jesus’s physical appearance as a 
man.  

4. He was entirely ordinary.  

5. As it says in Isaiah’s song of the suffering servant, he had “no form 
or majesty” to catch our attention.  

6. When Jesus took on our flesh and blood as a human baby, he set 
aside the glory that belongs to him as the one and only eternal Son 
of God.   

7. In the words of the apostle Paul, Jesus, “though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.” (Phil. 2:6-7)   

8. While Jesus fully retained his divine nature during his days on 
earth, his divine glory was hidden, as with a veil.   

9. He looked just like every other human being, because he really had 
become a human being.   

10. But on the occasion that is described in our text, Jesus’s inherent 
glory radiated from within himself and lit up his garments.  

11. His divine nature was made manifest.  

12. The transfiguration was an unveiling of what was previously 
hidden.  

D. This event was also eschatological in nature.  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1. It was a brief manifestation within this present age of the glory in 
which Jesus will appear when he returns at the end of the age.  

2. In other words, it was a glimpse of the kingdom of God in its 
consummate form.  

3. This is what Jesus meant when he said in verse 27 that some of the 
disciples would not taste death until they saw the kingdom of God.  

4. This is made even more clear in Matthew’s version, where Jesus 
says that some of the disciples would see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom, a statement that alludes to the vision recorded in 
Daniel 7.  

5. In that passage, Daniel says, “I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:13-14)  

6. The transfiguration was a declaration that the end-time kingdom of 
God, the glorious kingdom promised in the Old Testament, was 
arriving in Jesus’s person and work.  

III. A Glorious Consultation 

A. In the next part of our text, we see a glorious consultation between Jesus 
and two prominent figures from Israel’s past:  Moses and Elijah.  

1. These men probably appeared because they represented the Law 
and the Prophets, two of the three parts into which the Hebrew 
Bible was divided (the Writings being the third).  

2. Moses was the one through whom the Law was given, and Elijah 
was the first in a long line of prophets who brought covenant 
lawsuits against God’s people for their unfaithfulness.  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3. It would have been a momentous thing for a first century Jew to 
witness these two figures appearing and talking with Jesus while 
his divine glory was shining forth.  

4. This consultation underscored that Jesus is the fulfillment of all that 
was set forth in the old covenant.  

5. He satisfies all the demands of the law, and he fulfills all that was 
foretold by prophets.  

6. This means we are heirs of the same salvation that was revealed in 
shadowy form in the Old Testament.  

7. Jesus is the fulfillment of what every Old Testament believer was 
hoping for. 

B. Another reason why Moses and Elijah appeared at this point was because 
both had a key role to play in the coming of the kingdom at the end of the 
age. 

1. The prophet Malachi foretold that Elijah would come to prepare 
God’s people for the arrival of the kingdom by calling them to 
repentance. (Mal. 3:1; 4:5)   

2. And the book of Deuteronomy said that the Lord would raise up 
another prophet like Moses at the end of the age. (Deut. 18:15ff)   

3. If, as Jesus said, the kingdom of God really was coming into the 
world through his ministry, then Elijah and Moses are the very ones 
we would expect to pop up at such a moment.   

4. Their presence on the mountain with Jesus confirmed that the great 
and awesome day of the Lord, the day prophesied by Malachi, 
really had been inaugurated in the coming of Jesus, even though it 
did not look the way first century Jews expected it to look.  

C. We should also note what Moses’ and Elijah’s appearance on the Mount of 
Transfiguration tells us about the continued existence of God’s saints after 
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death. 

1. Moses had been dead for some fifteen hundred years, and Elijah for 
more than nine hundred. 

2. While their bodies had by that time turned into dust, their souls 
were dwelling in the presence of God. 

3. And when God had reason to send them back into the world again, 
he clothed them with glorified bodies, presumably like the glorified 
bodies that all believers will have when Christ returns to raise the 
dead.  

4. What a great comfort it is for us to know that our deceased loved 
ones who trusted in Christ are not gone. 

5. Though they have gone before us, they are presently with the Lord, 
where they are eagerly awaiting the day when their bodies will be 
raised in glory.  

D. Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah spoke with him about “his departure, 
which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”  

1. The Greek word translated as “departure” is literally “exodus.”  

2. This is obviously a reference to Jesus’s coming death, but it is a 
strange way of describing it.  

3. We don’t usually speak of a person’s death as an “exodus.”  

4. Also, we typically refer to death as something that happens to a 
person, not as something that they accomplish.  

5. But Luke employs this terminology for a reason.  

6. He is telling us that Jesus was not an unwilling victim when he 
died on the cross.  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7. He went there to accomplish something.  

8. He went there to to bring about the reality to which Israel’s exodus 
pointed, the supreme deliverance from slavery.  

9. He gave himself up on the cross to set us free from bondage to sin 
and death.  

E. As Peter sees Moses and Elijah preparing to leave, he decides to make a 
suggestion.  

1. He does not want this moment to come to an end.  

2. He wants to remain up on top of that mountain with this glorious 
company.  

3. So he proposes that they erect three tents on the mountain:  one for 
Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.  

4. In making this proposal, Peter was trying to influence Jesus to seek 
glory by foregoing the way of the cross.  

5. His impulsive offer indicated that he wanted the glorious arrival of 
the kingdom but recoiled from the suffering and rejection that Jesus 
had just been talking about.   

6. Peter did not understand the purpose of this glorious consultation.  

7. Moses and Elijah were talking about Jesus’s death, not about the 
kingdom in its consummate form.  

8. The kingdom of God is far more extensive than the space they were 
occupying on that mountain, just as it is far more extensive than 
any kind of earthly glory that you or I can dream up.  

IV. A Glorious Declaration 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A. This brings us to the third main component of our text:  the glorious 
declaration that is made from heaven.  

1. Peter’s proposal is met by the arrival of a cloud that comes and 
overshadows the mountain.  

2. This recalls the glory cloud that appeared during the time of Israel’s 
exodus, the cloud that was symbolic of God’s presence.  

3. It clearly symbolizes the same thing here, since a voice speaks from 
it saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!”  

4. This obviously sets Jesus apart from Moses and Elijah.  

5. While they appeared in glory when they met with Jesus, only Jesus 
is declared to be the Son of God.  

B. We should note that God does not say of his Son, ’look at him’, but rather 
‘listen to him.”  

1. Jesus is the supreme prophet and teacher of his church.  

2. He is the final Word that God has spoken to us.  

3. We are not permitted to corrupt the gospel by our own additions, 
speculations, or personal mystical experiences.  

4. Jesus is the one of whom God told his people in the book of 
Deuteronomy, “I will put my words in his mouth… And whoever 
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself 
will require it of him.” (Deut. 18:18, 19)   

5. We need to listen to Jesus because he is the Word of God made 
flesh, the supreme revelation of God.   

6. The only way to be a Christian is to be taught by Jesus through his 
Word.   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7. This is something that many of today’s professing Christians 
desperately need to be reminded of.   

8. Many seem to think that their personal experience of Jesus is of 
greater importance than understanding what Jesus reveals to us in 
his Word.   

9. Many put their feelings about Jesus and their interpretations of 
how he works in their lives above what Jesus says in his Word.   

10. This is an extremely dangerous mindset, because the only way to 
experience the real Jesus is to listen to his voice as the Spirit speaks 
to us through the Bible.   

11. If we drive a wedge between Jesus and the Bible, we lose the true 
Jesus and end up with a Jesus of our own imagining.  

V. Conclusion 

A. Jesus came to his first disciples in a humble estate.   

1. Except for that one moment on the mountain with Peter, James and 
John, his majestic glory was veiled and hidden from sight.   

2. Jesus comes to us in a humble estate as well.   

3. You and I are not given moments like the one experienced by Peter, 
James, and John.   

4. They had the unique privilege of seeing Jesus’s glory, and then they 
bore witness to that glory in their inspired writings.   

5. It is only in those writings that we see Christ’s glory.   

6. In the gospel, we behold the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.   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7. We cannot ascend into heaven to behold Christ’s glory, but in the 
gospel Christ descends to us.  

B. When we reflect upon our Lord’s glorious identity, we are assured that 
great and glorious things are ultimately in store for us.  

1. Our lives in this world are marked by suffering, by sorrow, and by 
the ongoing struggle against sin, but glory awaits us in the life to 
come.  

2. The reason why we have a hope that will not disappoint us is 
because our hope is rooted in who our Savior is and in what he 
accomplished when he went to Jerusalem to die.  

3. As J.C. Ryle reminds us, “Now is the season for carrying the cross, 
and sharing in our Savior's humiliation.  The crown, the kingdom, 
the glory, are all yet to come.  Christ and His people are now, like 
David in the cave of Adullam, despised, and lightly esteemed by 
the world.  There seems no form or loveliness in Him, or in His 
service.  But the hour comes, and will soon be here, when Christ 
shall take to Himself His great power and reign, and put down 
every enemy under His feet.  And then the glory which was first 
seen for a few minutes, by three witnesses on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, shall be seen by all the world, and never hidden to 
all eternity.”  
 


