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“THE PERFECT HOST”

I. Introduction 

A. One of our ongoing temptations as Christians is the temptation to have 
doubts concerning the Lord’s provision.

1. We may be confident that Jesus has fully provided for the 
forgiveness of our sins, but we sometimes struggle to believe that 
he provides for us in the midst of the cares and worries and 
afflictions of this life.

2. Does Jesus really watch over me in such a way that not a hair can 
fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven? 

3. Does he really care for me to the extent that all things must work 
together for my salvation? 

4. Can I trust him to be my shepherd through the wilderness of this 
world, a shepherd who will really make sure that I want for 
nothing?

5. Even if we know the correct answers to such questions, we do not 
always live in a manner that is consistent with our theology.  

B. Jesus performed the miracle that is recorded in this passage in order to 
assure us of his willingness and ability to provide for our needs.  

1. In these verses, we see Jesus proving himself to be the perfect host.  

2. The feeding of the five thousand was one of our Lord’s most 
memorable works.  

3. Aside from the resurrection, it is the only miracle that is recorded 
by all four Gospel writers.  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4. As we study Luke’s account of this great miracle today, I want us to 
see three things that it teaches us about Jesus as the perfect host.  

5. He is a host who welcomes us.  

6. He is a host who provides for us.  

7. And he is a host who satisfies us.  

II. A Host Who Welcomes Us 

A. The passage begins by telling us that after Jesus heard the apostles’ report 
about their mission, he took them and withdrew to the town of Bethsaida.  

1. The other Gospel writers give us information about the reasons for 
this retreat.  

2. Jesus took them to this desolate place in order to get some rest and 
in response to the news of John the Baptist’s execution at the hands 
of Herod.  

3. It is understandable that Jesus and the apostles would feel the need 
to recharge after all that they had been doing.  

4. It is also understandable that Jesus would want to have some time 
to grieve and reflect after hearing of his cousin’s untimely death.  

5. These men went to Bethsaida because they were weary and 
grieved.  

B. The time of solitude that Jesus sought was cut short when the crowds got 
wind of where they were going and followed them.  

1. I don’t know about you, but I think I would have been pretty 
irritated by this.  

2. I might have even told the people to leave me alone for a while.  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3. But Jesus did not respond to them in that way.  

4. Instead, he welcomed them, taught them about God’s kingdom, 
and healed those who were sick.  

5. Jesus laid aside his private considerations for their sake.  

6. He denied himself in order to minister to the needs of others.  

C. What a wonderful picture this is of our Savior’s care for his people.  

1. He is not annoyed by the fact that we are so helpless and needy.  

2. When he see us running to him for help, he welcomes us like a 
gracious host.  

3. It is a wonderful thing to be welcomed by someone.  

4. This is illustrated in a recent article in the Wall Street Journal that 
explains the difference between the two expressions that people 
typically use when we thank them for something, the expressions 
“You’re welcome” and “No problem.”  

5. While “No problem” may often be well-intended, it essentially 
says, ‘You are interrupting my busy life, but I’ll make a little time 
for you because I’m so magnanimous.’  

6. By way of contrast, “You’re welcome” is an invitation that says, ‘It 
is my delight to be of service to you.’ 

7. As the writer of the article puts it, “while ‘No problem’ hustles you 
out the back door, ‘You’re welcome’ opens its big, wide, friendly 
arms and says, ‘Stay.’”  

8. The fact that Luke says that Jesus “welcomed” the crowd is 
significant.  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9. It teaches us that we have a Savior who is always receptive to us 
when we come to him for help.  

III. A Host Who Provides for Us 

A. As the day wears on, the disciples begin to have concerns about the fact 
that there is not enough food for these people out there in that desolate 
place.  

1. The crowds had apparently been in such a hurry to go after Jesus 
that they did not give much thought to their need for provisions.  

2. Even if they were only a few miles away from the surrounding 
towns, transportation was not so easy back in the first century.  

3. In light of this situation, the disciples ask Jesus to send the crowds 
away to find food and lodging.  

4. But Jesus responds by saying, “You give them something to eat.”  

5. The disciples are understandably perplexed by this command.  

6. How in the world can they possibly do this?  

7. Keep in mind that while the text says that there were five thousand 
men there, that does not include the women and children.  

8. Some scholars estimate that the crowd may have been as large as 
20,000. 

9. As the disciples consider what Jesus is telling them to do, they 
quickly realize that they cannot do it.  

10. The only food they have is vastly inadequate for a crowd of this 
size.  

11. And they would need a huge sum of money if they were going to 
purchase enough food for this number of people.  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B. The one thing that the disciples didn’t think of was to ask Jesus to provide 
food for the crowd.  

1. I think that this is what Jesus wanted them to do.  

2. This is why he told them to do something that was impossible for 
them to do.  

3. He wasn’t playing games with them.  

4. He wanted them to see that while they do not have the resources to 
meet this need, he does.  

5. They should have reflected upon how Jesus had just empowered 
them to cast out demons and heal the sick.  

6. Instead, they got stuck on the fact that they were not able to meet 
this need by their own power.  

C. The fact that Jesus involves the apostles in this miracle is worthy of our 
reflection.  

1. Jesus didn’t have to do it this way.  

2. He didn’t need anyone’s help.  

3. He didn’t even need any food to work with.  

4. He is the God who rained down manna from heaven for the people 
of Israel.  

5. The reason why Jesus involved the apostles in this was to show that 
he typically works through means to care for the needs of his flock.  

6. Jesus shepherds his sheep through those whom he calls and equips 
to minister in his name.  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7. But those who minister in his name must never do so in reliance on 
their own strength, but always by continually looking to Christ.  

8. As Matthew Henry puts it, “Ministers can never fill people's hearts 
unless Christ fills their hands.”  

D. The same principle applies to all of God’s people as we seek to live the 
Christian life.  

1. We are surrounded by all sorts of needs that we do not have the 
ability to meet. 

2. There are lives around us that are utterly lost.  

3. There are people facing problems that are far too big for us to solve.  

4. Does this mean we should just do nothing?  

5. Absolutely not.  

6. We can and should do what we can to help people, but as we do so 
we need to remember that the only thing that we can offer people 
that will meet their deepest needs is Jesus Christ.  

IV. A Host Who Satisfies Us  

A. Luke tells us that Jesus took the five loaves and two fish and used them to 
feed this massive crowd.  

1. As you might imagine, liberal scholars have come up with various 
non-supernatural theories of what really happened on that day in 
Bethsaida.  

2. Some say that each person got a few crumbs to eat and was grateful 
for them.  

3. Others say that Jesus hypnotized the people into thinking they had 
eaten their fill.  



Luke 9:10-17 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #35

Page !  of !7 10 Grace PC, Laconia (10/1/17)
Rev. Andy Wilson

4. Others say that the little boy who was the source of the loaves and 
fish inspired the crowd to be generous with whatever food they 
had.  

5. This has caused one Bible-believing scholar to note that, “It is 
without doubt a fascinating business to investigate how human 
ingenuity reaches new heights in its efforts to eliminate the 
supernatural from the story of the feeding.”  

6. There is simply no getting around the fact that Luke presents this as 
a miracle.  

7. He does not explain how it happened, but he makes it clear that 
when the meagre supply of food was distributed, everyone present 
ate and was satisfied.  

B. We should take note of that word “satisfied.”  

1. This word reminds us that hunger is an elemental desire.  

2. If your hunger is left unsatisfied, you will eventually die.  

3. In the words of Geerhardus Vos, “To hunger and thirst after a thing 
means the recognition that without that thing there can be no life.”

4. When a man is desperately hungry, his hunger becomes the 
controlling factor in his life.

5. Everything else pales in comparison with the need to satisfy that 
most basic and necessary desire.  

6. Jesus’s satisfaction of these people’s physical hunger points to the 
fact that he alone can fulfill the longings of the human soul.  

7. God gave us those longings, and he did not give them to us in 
order to leave them unfulfilled.  

8. Here again is Geerhardus Vos:  “It is not the will of our Heavenly 
Father that any longing in our hearts, prompted by Himself, and 
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therefore sincerely seeking Him, shall perish unsatisfied.” 

9. This is what Jesus was talking about when he called himself the 
bread of life.  

10. He is the source of the food that endures to eternal life.  

C. The last thing that Luke tells us in his account of this miracle is that there 
were twelve baskets of leftovers.  

1. The number of baskets obviously corresponds to the number of 
apostles.  

2. It is not clear if there is any significance to this correlation.  

3. It may be that the reason why there were twelve baskets was 
because each apostle took a basket to collect what remained.  

4. Whatever the reason for the number of baskets, the fact that there 
were leftovers is a detail that sets this miracle apart from God’s 
miraculous provision of manna for his old covenant people.  

5. That miracle provided just enough to meet the people’s needs.  

6. The Israelites could only collect as much manna as they could eat.  

7. If they tried to keep any leftovers, it bred worms and stank.  

8. But this miracle provides an overabundance of food, more than this 
large crowd can eat (even though there may well have been some 
teenage boys present).  

9. This detail clues us in to the fact that a much greater event than the 
exodus is at hand.  

D. There is another Old Testament parallel for this miracle, a parallel found 
in 2 Kings 4:42-44. 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1. In that text, Elisha’s servant complains that twenty loaves of barley 
bread will not be enough to feed one hundred men.  

2. But Elisha tells the servant to give it to the men, and he assures him 
that they will eat their fill and have some left.  

3. We see the same thing in our passage, except that it is on a much 
larger scale.

4. Jesus had far less food to work with and he had many more mouths 
to feed.

5. Yet he was able to provide more than enough to satisfy this crowd.  

V. Conclusion 

A. This passage provides us with a wonderful picture of how Jesus cares for 
his sheep.

1. Your Savior welcomes you when you come to him.  

2. He has all the power in the world to provide for you.  

3. He alone can satisfy the longings of your heart.  

4. Think of how easy it was for him to provide a super-abundance of 
food for this multitude of people.  

5. It is just as easy for him to take care of you.

B. Of course, there may be times when it does not seem like your needs are 
being met.

1. That was what the people of Israel experienced in the wilderness 
when they complained about their lack of food.

2. But we need to remember that such times are used by God to test 
and strengthen our faith.
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3. Our God is not the kind of God who provides an incomplete 
salvation.  

4. Jesus is not a shepherd who neglects his sheep.

5. As he says in the Gospel of John, “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst.” (v. 35)


