
Luke 8:4-15 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #29

Page !  of !1 9 Grace PC, Laconia (8/20/17)
Rev. Andy Wilson

“TO YOU IT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO KNOW 
THE SECRETS OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD”

I. Introduction 

A. Think about how you feel when someone lets you in on a secret.  

1. You feel honored that the person has decided to trust you with 
information that they have not made known to everyone.  

2. In this passage, Jesus describes Christians as those who have been 
given the ability to know the secrets of the kingdom of God.  

3. In saying this, our Lord makes it clear that we would never be able 
to have a saving knowledge of the things of God if we were left to 
our own ability.  

4. As the apostle Paul told the Christians in Corinth, “The natural 
person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14)  

B. If you are a Christian, you have been given inside information.  

1. You have been granted insight into the one thing that is more 
precious than anything else in all the world.  

2. It has been given to you to accept the gospel, the message that is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  

3. As we study Jesus’s parable of the sower today, we will consider 
what it tells us about the different kinds of barriers that prevent 
people from benefitting from the preaching of God’s Word.  

4. We will also consider what the parable tells us about what takes 
place in a person’s life when it is given to him to receive God’s 
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Word in faith.  

II. The Seed Sown on the Path  

A. In this passage, we see Jesus employing and explaining one of his most 
frequently used teaching methods:  the parable.   

1. A parable is a way of teaching that makes use of vivid and familiar 
pictures to convey truth.   

2. In his parables, Jesus used illustrations from areas of ordinary life, 
such as the family, agriculture, business, and politics.  

3. Most of Jesus’s parables focus upon explaining how God’s 
kingdom is coming into the world through his life and ministry.   

4. In fact, Jesus prefaced many of his parables with the words, “This is 
what the kingdom of God is like.”   

5. While this is not the case in our passage, Jesus’s response to the 
question that his disciples ask in verse 9 confirms that the kingdom 
is the main idea of this parable.   

6. Jesus told the disciples, “To you it has been given to know the 
secret of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables.”  

7. This parable demonstrates that the kingdom of God advances 
through the spreading of a message.  

B. Jesus compares the proclamation of the message of the kingdom to a 
farmer going out to sow seed in his field, something that people in Jesus’s 
world saw all the time.   

1. Because this farmer wants to sow to the very edges of his field, 
some of the seed falls into places where it will not be able to grow.   

2. The nature of the seed itself does not change.   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3. It always has the potential to produce life, regardless of where it 
lands.   

4. But this potential will only be realized if the right conditions are 
present in the ground into which it is sown.   

5. The same is true of the gospel.   

6. Like a farmer who sows seed to the edge of his field, the gospel is 
preached far and wide, with the result that it is heard by many who 
do not respond to it with faith.    

7. The nature of the gospel never changes.   

8. It always remains the power of God unto salvation.   

9. But its power will only take effect when it is heard by the right kind 
of hearer.   

10. Jesus explains this by describing four different types of ground, 
which represent four different kinds of hearers of God’s Word.  

C. Some people who hear the gospel are like a heavily-trodden path, 
consisting of earth that is so firmly packed that it cannot be penetrated by 
the seed.   

1. This is describing someone who is utterly hardened to the gospel.   

2. Such a person has already made up his mind about religious 
matters.   

3. He is confident, secure, and content in what he believes, and he has 
no intention of changing his mind.   

4. There are plenty of people like this around us.  

5. To such people, sin is nothing to worry about, hell is little more 
than a joke, and heaven is whatever they want it to be.   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6. The truth of God’s Word cannot penetrate into that kind of heart.  

D. We should take note of what Jesus says about the activity of the devil in 
relation to this kind of hearer.  

1. As soon as the seed of the Word is sown Satan comes along and 
snatches it away, preventing the person from believing in Christ 
and being saved.  

2. Satan does not want people to receive God’s Word.  

3. This is just as true for Christians as it is for non-Christians.  

4. One of the most frequently-used tactics of the devil is to keep you 
from the Word of God.  

5. When you are tempted to do other things on the Lord’s Day instead 
of coming to hear God’s Word preached, you can be sure that Satan 
is at work. 

6. When you find yourself thinking about other things during the 
sermon, Satan is trying to snatch away the seed of the Word.  

7. When you make no place for God’s Word in your daily routine, 
Satan is distracting you from the one thing that God uses to further 
his saving work in the lives of his people.  

8. We need to be on guard against the devil’s efforts to prevent the 
Word from being fruitful in our lives.  

III. The Seed Sown on the Rock 

A. Jesus compares the second kind of hearer to rocky ground that is covered 
with just a little bit of soil.   

1. A seed planted in such ground might show initial signs of growth, 
but the growth will not continue because it is impossible for the 
plant to establish roots and draw enough water to survive.  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2. This is describing a person whose initial response to the Word is 
one of emotional excitement and superficial enthusiasm.  

3. At first, it looks like he is a true believer.  

4. But as time goes by, it is evident that the Word has not taken root in 
his heart.  

5. Though he gave initial evidence of faith, his failure to persevere 
proves that the faith that he professed was not the saving faith that 
is produced by the Holy Spirit.  

B. Jesus calls special attention to the role of the “time of testing” in exposing 
the true nature of pseudo-faith.  

1. Genuine faith is shown to be authentic by the fact that it perseveres 
through the trials of life.  

2. But when the person with false faith realizes that the life of 
discipleship requires discipline, self-denial, submission, and a 
willingness to endure hardship for the sake of Christ, he falls away.  

3. This falling away can happen gradually or abruptly, and it can be 
brought about in a variety of ways.  

4. Sometimes, as a person hears more and more of God’s Word, he 
concludes that the Christian faith is not what he initially thought it 
was, and he decides to leave it behind.   

5. Sometimes a person does not like the counsel that he receives from 
the church’s elders, and he begins to drift away.  

6. Sometimes a person takes offense when he is confronted about 
some sin in his life, and he persists in his disobedience.  

7. Sometimes a person gets tired of making the effort to come to 
church and live the Christian life, and he just gives up.   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8. Whatever the particulars, the fundamental reason why this kind of 
person’s profession of faith does not last is always the same:  he has 
no root.  

IV. The Seed Sown among the Thorns 

A. Jesus compares others who hear the gospel to soil in which thorns grow 
up alongside the plant and choke it to death.   

1. This is describing a person who appears to believe God’s Word but 
eventually falls away because he is consumed by the desire for 
earthly security and worldly pleasure.   

2. Such a person is trying to serve two masters. 

3. He wants some of the benefits that Christ offers, but he is not 
willing to let go of the world and its priorities and be 
wholeheartedly devoted to Christ.   

4. This kind of arrangement never works.  

5. As it says in the epistle of James, the person who wants to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  

6. The Christian is certainly called to live in the world, but he is called 
to do so as one whose ultimate loyalty is to Jesus Christ and his 
kingdom.  

B. The thing that undoes this kind of hearer is that he lets the things of this 
world distract him from the things of God.  

1. We are living in what has been described as an “age of distraction.”  

2. The pervasiveness and intensity of the sources of distraction 
around us seem to increase with every moment.  

3. We can immerse ourselves in television, spectator sports, the 
internet, social media, computer games, and smart phones.  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4. And even apart from all of these technologies, there are countless 
other ways that we can become a people whose hearts are 
dominated by the things of this world.  

5. These things are making it easier and easier for us to be completely 
consumed by the things of this world.  

6. If we are not careful, we will live an earthly-minded life.  

7. The cares and riches and pleasures of this life will be all that really 
matters to us.  

8. We will end up like Paul’s missionary co-worker Demas, who 
abandoned Paul because he was “in love with this present world”. 
(2 Tim. 4:10)  

V. The Seed Sown in the Good Soil  

A. The last hearer in Jesus’s parable is likened to good soil, soil in which the 
seed of God’s Word is able to take root, grow, and produce fruit.  

1. What is it that makes this last hearer different?   

2. What enables this person to receive God’s Word and produce its 
fruit when others do not?   

3. It is not because he is smarter or better than others.   

4. Jesus makes it clear that the reason why we believe God’s Word 
while others do not is because God has given us the ability to do so.   

5. When the Spirit of God effectually calls us, he takes hearts that 
were previously like the path, the rocks, and the thorny ground, 
and he makes them into good soil.  

6. God is the one who gives his people “ears to hear.”  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7. Left to ourselves, every one of us would be deaf to the things of 
God. 

B. Jesus further develops this point in verse 10, where he describes the effect 
that his parables have upon those who are not given ears to hear.  

1. He says that he speaks to them in parables “so that seeing they may 
not see, and hearing they may not understand.”  

2. This is not what we would expect.  

3. We tend to think of parables as aids that help people understand 
the meaning of the gospel, but Jesus says that they have the exact 
opposite effect on those who do not have ears to hear.  

4. The parables can only be understood in a spiritually beneficial way 
by those to whom such understanding is given.  

5. To the rest of the hearers, the parables are God’s means of judicially 
hardening them in their state of spiritual insensitivity.  

C. Jesus says that those who are like the good soil receive the Word of God 
“in an honest and good heart.”  

1. A Christian accepts God’s Word in sincerity and meekness, he 
keeps the Word in his heart, and he is gradually transformed by it.  

2. Notice that Jesus says that such people “bear fruit with patience.”  

3. This reminds us that it takes time to grow as a Christian.  

4. Spiritual maturity is not produced overnight.  

5. The process of sanctification unfolds over the course of an entire 
lifetime.  

6. As Jesus says in John 15, just as a vine needs to be pruned in order 
to be fruitful, so also do we need to be disciplined and cultivated in 
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order to be fruitful in a spiritual sense.  

7. You need to be patient when it comes to your growth as a Christian.  

8. You need to trust that God’s Word will do its work in you.  

9. As we read earlier in Psalm 130, the believer says, “I wait for the 
LORD, my souls waits, and in his word I hope.”  

10. Don’t lose heart when the progress is slow.  

11. As John Calvin wisely counseled, “let every one of us go as far as 
his humble ability enables him, and prosecute the journey once 
begun. No one will travel so badly as not daily to make some 
degree of progress. This, therefore, let us never cease to do, that we 
may daily advance in the way of the Lord, and let us not despair 
because of the slender measure of success.” [Calvin, Institutes, 3.6.5]


