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“YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN”

I. Introduction 

A. One of the last things that John Newton said over the final days of his life 
were these words, recorded by his friend and fellow minister William Jay:  
“My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things:  That I am a great 
sinner and that Christ is a great Savior.” [Jonathan Aitken, John Newton: 
From Disgrace to Amazing Grace, 347]  

1. Prior to his conversion, Newton was a blasphemer, an immoral 
man, and a slave-trader.  

2. But the Lord opened his eyes to see his miserable condition and 
granted him saving faith in Christ.  

3. As Newton wrote in the epitaph that he had inscribed on his tomb, 
he “was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith he 
had long laboured to destroy.” [Aitken, 350]  

4. The one thing that comes through so clearly in the many hymns  
that Newton wrote is his astonished sense of gratitude for the grace 
that God had lavished upon him in Christ.  

B. We see the same kind of gratitude on display in this passage from Luke’s 
Gospel.  

1. Here we have a wonderful picture of the gospel and the fruit that it 
produces in the lives of the redeemed.  

2. As we study this text today, I want us to see how it shows us two 
main things.  

3. First, it shows us that Jesus is the friend of sinners.  



Luke 7:36-8:3 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #28

Page !  of !2 10 Grace PC, Laconia (8/13/17)
Rev. Andy Wilson

4. Second, it shows us the fruit of saving faith.  

II. The Friend of Sinners 

A. The setting for the main part of our passage is a banquet that was held by 
a Pharisee named Simon.  

1. We have seen over the past few chapters in Luke that by this point 
in Jesus’s ministry, many of the Pharisees had become quite hostile 
toward him.  

2. This was not the case with Simon.  

3. Simon showed Jesus a measure of respect.  

4. He held a banquet at which Jesus was the guest of honor.  

5. And even when the events that unfolded at that meal caused Simon 
to conclude that Jesus could not be a prophet, he still addressed 
Jesus by the respectful title “Teacher.”  

6. Simon was certainly not a disciple of Jesus, at least not at this point, 
but he was curious and he wanted to hear what Jesus had to say.  

B. In first-century Israel, banquets of this sort were typically held in the 
courtyard of a wealthy person’s home.  

1. Though only a select few were invited to the meal itself, it was a 
public event.  

2. People who had not been invited to the meal could sit by the 
courtyard walls and listen to the discussion, and when the meal 
was over those who wanted to take the leftovers were often 
welcome to do so.  

3. One important detail for understanding what is described in this 
text has to do with how the guests at such a meal would be situated 
around the table.  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4. When we think of people sharing a meal together, we picture them 
sitting in chairs with their feet under a table.  

5. But that is not what a banquet in first-century Israel would have 
looked like. 

6. Instead, the guests reclined at a low table with their feet extended 
out behind them.  

C. Luke tells us that as Jesus was reclining at the table, a sinful woman came 
and anointed his feet with expensive ointment.  

1. Notice that she is described here as “a woman of the city.”  

2. This is probably a type of code-language, similar to what we mean 
when we speak of “a woman of the streets.”  

3. In all likelihood, this woman was a prostitute.  

4. She had a reputation.  

5. She was a notorious sinner.  

6. When the people at the banquet saw her, they recognized her for 
who she was.  

D. This woman came to Jesus owning up to her sinfulness and mourning 
over it.  

1. She did not have an entitlement view of grace.  

2. She did not say, ‘I know I’ve done some bad things, but I’ve had a 
really hard life.  Jesus owes it to me to accept me.’  

3. Neither did she have a cooperative view of grace.  

4. She did not say, ‘If I want to make myself worthy of the grace that 
Jesus is offering, I need to get my act together and rebuild my 
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reputation.’ 

5. No, this woman came to Jesus as she was, as one who was 
disgraced and dishonorable.  

6. She came condemning herself for her many sins, and she laid hold 
of Jesus by faith.  

7. This is why she wept so uncontrollably as she approached Jesus.  

8. Her tears expressed both her sorrow over her sin and her joy over 
the welcome that Jesus was extending to sinners.  

9. This is made clear by what Jesus says later in the passage.  

10. It was on the basis of her faith in Christ that her sins, which were 
many, were forgiven.  

E. The fact that Jesus received this woman underscores the fact that he is 
indeed the friend of sinners.  

1. As he said earlier in this gospel, he did “not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance.”  

2. He did not come for people who think that they possess any 
righteousness in themselves.  

3. He did not come for people who make excuses for their sin and 
shift the blame to others.  

4. He came to save people who admit their wretchedness and their 
folly.  

5. This is why your sins should never keep you from Christ.  

6. On the contrary, your sins should drive you to Christ.  

F. Simon was scandalized as he saw this scene unfolding at his banquet.  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1. He expected a man like Jesus to take great offense at being touched 
by a woman such as this.  

2. He could not believe that Jesus was letting this woman wash his 
feet with her tears, dry them with her hair, and anoint them with 
ointment that might have been obtained through the plying of her 
disreputable trade.  

3. This led Simon to conclude that, in spite of the extraordinary things 
that Jesus was saying and doing in his ministry, he could not be a 
prophet. 

4. As far as Simon was concerned, a true prophet would know what 
sort of woman this was and would not have anything to do with 
her.  

5. The irony is that Jesus’s response to Simon proves that he does 
have prophetic knowledge.  

6. He knows what Simon is thinking, even though Simon has not 
expressed his thoughts verbally.  

7. Furthermore, Jesus shows that he does know what kind of woman 
this is, specifying that her sins “are many.”  

8. Jesus is the supreme prophet of God, and as such he reveals the will 
of God for our salvation.  

9. And as he did so on this particular occasion, he made it clear that 
he is the friend of sinners.  

III. The Fruit of Saving Faith 

A. This brings us to the second thing that we want to consider in our study of 
this text:  what it tells us about the fruit that is produced by saving faith.  

1. Jesus makes this point by telling a brief parable about two debtors 
who could not pay what they owed.  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2. One owed fifty denarii, the other five hundred denarii.  

3. When the moneylender was faced with their inability to pay, he 
decided to cancel their debts.  

4. Jesus uses this story to get Simon to see that the one who was 
forgiven of the greater debt will love the moneylender more.  

5. The two debtors in the parable correspond to Simon and this sinful 
woman.  

6. Both of them owed debts that they could not pay.  

7. Both of them were sinners.  

8. But Simon would have seen his sin as far less severe than that of the 
woman.  

9. Jesus seizes upon this to drive his point home.  

10. Simon may have invited Jesus to this banquet, but this sinful 
woman showed Jesus greater courtesy and respect and love.  

11. The reason why she did so is because she understood the 
immensity of the debt that she was forgiven.  

B. It is important to clarify that the love that this woman displayed toward 
Jesus was not the cause of her pardon.  

1. On the contrary, her love for Jesus served as evidence of the fact 
that she had received pardon from Jesus.  

2. This is made clear in the parable of the two debtors.  

3. The one who had the greater debt canceled did not have his debt 
cancelled because of his great love for the moneylender.  

4. It was the other way around.  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5. The canceling of the debt caused him to love the moneylender.  

6. In the same way, it was Jesus’s offer of forgiveness that produced 
this woman’s extravagant response.  

7. Her actions showed how grateful she was for being forgiven of her 
many sins.  

8. This is what the gospel does in people’s lives.  

9. The grace that God extends to those who lay hold of Christ by faith 
produces good fruit in the lives of believers.  

10. It stimulates us to love God, to hunger for his Word, to worship 
him from our hearts, to honor him with our lives, to strive to obey 
him in all that we do.  

C. After saying these things to Simon, Jesus turned to the woman and 
publicly declared that her sins are in fact forgiven.  

1. What a wonderful reassurance this would have been for her.  

2. No matter what other people thought of her, she could cling to 
Jesus’s declaration of pardon and be confident that there is now no 
condemnation for her.  

3. These words that would have been so comforting to her were 
troubling to the others who were reclining at the table with Jesus.  

4. They responded by asking, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  

5. These men knew that only God can forgive sins, and this caused 
them to take offense at Jesus’s words.  

6. What they did not realize is that Jesus’s authority to forgive sins 
rests upon the fact that he is God in human flesh.  

7. This is the point that Luke is implicitly making here.  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8. He is calling our attention to Jesus’s divine identity and authority, 
even as he presents Jesus as the friend of sinners.  

D. We continue to see the fruit of faith in something that is recorded in the 
first three verses of chapter 8.  

1. The emphasis here is the continuation of Jesus’s preaching ministry.  

2. Luke tells us that the content of Jesus’s preaching was “the good 
news of the kingdom of God.”  

3. The kingdom of God is the central theme of the entire Bible.  

4. In its consummated sense, this kingdom is the new heavens and the 
new earth, the place where the redeemed will live in full and 
blessed communion with God for all eternity.  

5. Yet in the New Testament preaching of the kingdom, it is presented 
as something that has already been inaugurated.  

6. The reason why this is the case is because the way of access into the 
kingdom has been secured by Christ, and the gracious invitation to 
enter into the kingdom is being proclaimed throughout the earth.  

E. As Jesus continued to carry out his preaching ministry, Luke tells us that 
he was accompanied by two main groups of people.  

1. The first group that is mentioned is the Twelve, the men whom 
Jesus would later appoint as his apostles.  

2. The second group that is mentioned is an assortment of women 
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities.  

3. These women were so grateful for what Jesus had done for them 
that they accompanied him in his itinerant ministry and used their 
own resources to provide for him so that he could give himself 
entirely to the preaching of the good news.  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4. They too, along with the sinful woman in the earlier part of our 
text, provide a powerful example of the devoted love that is 
produced in believers by the grace of God in Christ.  

IV. Conclusion 

A. The apostle Paul concludes his letter to the Ephesians with a blessing 
upon those “who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 
incorruptible.” (Eph. 6:24)  

1. In saying this, Paul is picking up on the fact that one way of 
summing up what it means to be a Christian is to say that a 
Christian is someone who loves Jesus Christ.

2. Of course, our love for Christ is not what makes us Christians.  

3. We only love Christ because he first loved us.  

4. But every true Christian loves Christ with a devoted love that is 
incorruptible and enduring.

B. There can be times in life when our love for Christ grows cold.  

1. This is a matter of great concern.  

2. If you ever find that you need to stir up your love for Christ, let this 
passage be your guide.  

3. The story of this “woman of the city” tells you that the way to grow 
in your love for Christ is to reflect upon the plight from which he 
has delivered you.  

4. John Newton did this by putting a plaque in his study with these 
words from Deuteronomy 15:15 on it:  “You shall remember that 
you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 
redeemed you”. 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5. Never lose sight of these two great truths:  you are a great sinner, 
and you have a great Savior.  
 


