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“OFFENDED BY JESUS?”

I. Introduction 

A. If you have been at this church for very long, you have probably heard me 
say that, among all the religions in the world, there is nothing else like 
Christianity.  

1. In one way or another, all other religions are about what people 
need to do in order to make themselves worthy of God’s favor.  

2. But the central message of Christianity is about what God has done 
in Jesus Christ to save sinners from the eternal condemnation that 
we deserve.  

3. This is why this message is called the gospel, a word that simply 
means “good news.”  

4. In the grand scheme of things, the gospel is the best news that there 
could ever be.  

B. Nevertheless, the world is filled with people who either reject Christianity 
or remain indifferent to it.  

1. Some find it to be offensive.  

2. Others set it aside as too inflexible.  

3. Still others think that it is irrelevant.  

4. As the apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1, the preaching of the 
cross is “a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.”  

5. Though Jesus Christ is the only Savior, people get tripped up over 
him for a variety of reasons.  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6. This is the theme that runs throughout this passage in Luke, where 
we see some people struggling with the fact that Jesus is not 
measuring up to all of their expectations and other people rejecting 
Jesus out of hand.  

II. Unmet Expectations (18-23)  

A. The passage begins by telling us that John the Baptist sent two of his 
disciples to ask a question of Jesus.  

1. The parallel account in Matthew’s Gospel tells us that John was in 
prison when he did this.  

2. Herod locked John up because he was irritated when John rebuked 
him for seducing and stealing his brother’s wife.  

3. As John sat there in his prison cell, he probably realized that he was 
never going to be let out and that he was likely to be executed, 
which is what happened to him in the end.  

4. John’s imprisonment was disturbing to him, not because he was 
unwilling to suffer for the sake of God’s kingdom, but because he 
could not see how this fit in with the message that he had been 
preaching.  

5. John had told his hearers that the Christ (or Messiah) was coming 
after him, the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire.  

6. John had said that the Christ would come with a winnowing fork in 
his hand, gathering in the wheat and separating out the chaff to be 
burned up with unquenchable fire.  

7. And John had pointed people to Jesus and declared that he is the 
Christ.  

8. But now, as John sits there in his prison cell, he is beginning to have 
doubts.  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9. If Jesus really is the Christ, then why is John languishing in prison?  

10. Why isn’t Jesus destroying all of his enemies and consummating 
his kingdom? 

B. John had expectations of what the Messiah would do when he came, and 
Jesus was not measuring up to all of those expectations.  

1. This is why John sent two of his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you 
the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  

2. He asked this question because he was having a hard time 
reconciling his expectations with what he was experiencing.  

3. This is something that can happen in our lives.  

4. We can find ourselves experiencing things that don’t line up with 
what we expect of God.  

5. When this happens, we need to evaluate our expectations by 
measuring them against what God has promised in his Word.  

6. When we do that, we are reminded that God does not promise to 
make us healthy, wealthy, or even happy in this life.  

7. While he often extends many temporal blessings to his children in 
this life, his supreme purpose is not to make us comfortable in this 
world but to prepare us for the world to come.  

C. The reason why John’s messianic expectations were not being met by 
Jesus was because of something that John did not understand about the 
Messiah’s coming.  

1. Luke gave us a clue about this back in chapter 4, where Jesus read a 
prophecy from the scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue at Nazareth.  

2. That portion of Isaiah’s prophecy said that the Messiah would 
come “to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 
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vengeance of our God.” (Isa. 61:2)  

3. But Jesus did not read the last part of that verse.  

4. He read the phrase, “to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor”, 
then he sat down and said, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.”  

5. In saying this, Jesus was declaring that the Messianic age was 
dawning.  

6. But it was dawning in an unexpected manner.  

7. The year of the Lord’s favor was being inaugurated, but the day of 
vengeance was being put on hold.  

8. At his first coming, Jesus ushered in the day of grace, the period 
when the gospel is being proclaimed to the ends of the earth.   

9. The day of vengeance will not arrive until Christ’s second coming.  

D. It is interesting that Jesus does not give a direct answer to the question 
that John’s disciples ask him.  

1. He does not say, ‘Yes, I am the one who is to come.’  

2. Instead, he points them to the things he is doing and tells them to 
go report these things to John.  

3. Even though some of the things that John was expecting were not 
yet happening, Jesus knew that John would recognize these signs.  

4. These were the very things that the Old Testament said would 
accompany the arrival of the Messiah.  

5. Jesus was doing the work of the age to come.  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6. John knew his Bible, and Jesus was confident that as he evaluated 
Jesus’s works in light of God’s Word, his faith would be reassured.  

E. The last thing that Jesus says to John’s disciples before they leave is, 
“blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”  

1. In saying this, Jesus was exhorting John and his disciples to believe 
in him as the cornerstone, lest they stumble over him as a rock of 
offense.  

2. The gospel is offensive to fallen man.  

3. It is offensive because it centers on the message of the cross, a 
message that appears weak and unimpressive.  

4. It is offensive because it calls us to acknowledge our wretchedness, 
to mourn over our wretched condition, and to place our trust in 
Christ alone for salvation.  

5. It is offensive because it calls us to a life marked by obedience to 
Christ and by sharing in his sufferings.  

6. Yet this offensive message sets forth the only way we can live under 
God’s blessing.  

7. And it insists that we accept Christ on his terms instead of trying to 
make him fit in with our expectations.  

III. The End of an Era (24-28)  

A. After the departure of John’s disciples, Jesus speaks to the crowds about 
John and his ministry.  

1. John was not a wavering man, like a reed shaken by the wind.  

2. He resolutely proclaimed God’s truth, even when it landed him in 
prison.  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3. John was not a rich or powerful man.  

4. He lived in the desert, ate a sparse diet, and wore rough clothing, a 
lifestyle that underscored his call for repentance in light of the 
coming judgment.  

5. John was the prophet foretold by Malachi, the forerunner who 
would prepare the way for the coming of the Lord.  

6. Yet he was also more than a prophet, because he did not bear 
witness to the Christ from a distance.  

7. He saw Christ with his own eyes and pointed him out to others.  

8. John was greatest of all the prophets of the old covenant.  

B. At the same time, John belonged to an era that was passing away.  

1. He belonged to the period of preparation.  

2. He was the last prophet of the old covenant.  

3. Jesus’s coming into the world marked a fundamental change in 
redemptive history.  

4. With his coming, the kingdom that had been foretold in the Old 
Testament was being inaugurated.  

5. While John was of critical importance in God’s unfolding plan, his 
ministry gave way to something far greater. 

6. This is why Jesus could say that “the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than” John.  

7. There is a sense in which the weakest, lowliest, most unimpressive 
Christian is greater than John the Baptist.  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8. Christians live in the era of fulfillment, while John lived in the era 
of foreshadowing.  

9. We have greater revelation than John had.  

10. God has spoken to us in his Son.  

11. The end of the ages has come upon us.  

12. The Spirit comes to us to apply Christ’s finished work, not his 
foreseen work.  

13. These things lead J.C. Ryle to say that “The child who knows the 
story of the cross, possesses a key to religious knowledge which 
patriarchs and prophets never enjoyed.” [Expository Thoughts on the 
Gospels]  

IV. Impossible to Please (29-35)  

A. This brings us to the last section of our passage, which begins by 
describing the mixed response to Jesus’s teaching.  

1. The crowds and the tax collectors declared that Jesus’s words were 
from God.  

2. Their receptiveness to Jesus was consistent with their receptiveness 
to the ministry of John.  

3. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected God’s purpose as it had first 
been revealed through John and as it was now being revealed 
through Jesus.  

4. This is reflective of what Paul spoke of in 1 Corinthians 1 when he 
said that most of those in that city who accepted Christ were not 
wise or powerful or noble from a worldly point of view.  

5. It was the common people and the sinners who accepted Jesus.  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6. The cultural elites rejected him.  

B. Jesus explains their rejection of him by telling a parable.  

1. He says, “They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’”  

2. The picture here is that of a spoiled child who refuses to play with 
other children because he will not play by anyone else’s rules, 
regardless of what they are.  

3. When he is invited to play one game, he rejects it because it is too 
exuberant.  

4. When he is invited to play another game, he rejects it because it is 
too slow. 

5. This is a picture of what the religious leaders were doing when they 
rejected John and then rejected Jesus.  

6. As J.C. Ryle explains, “First came John the Baptist, living a retired, 
ascetic, self-denying life.  At once the Jews said, ‘he has a devil.’ 
After him the Son of Man came, eating and drinking, and adopting 
habits of social life like the ordinary run of men.  At once the Jews 
accused Him of being ‘a gluttonous man, and a wine bibber.’  In 
short, it became evident that the Jews were determined to receive 
no message from God at all.  Their pretended objections were only 
a cloak to cover over their hatred of God's truth.  What they really 
disliked was, not so much God's ministers, as God 
Himself.” [Expository Thoughts on the Gospels]   

7. No matter how God spoke to them, they were always dissatisfied.  

C. This points to the real reason why people reject the gospel.  

1. Contrary to what many in our day think, people do not reject the 
gospel because of their dislike of the aesthetic form in which it is 
delivered or because of their dislike of the personality of the 
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messenger.  

2. Don’t let yourself be deceived into thinking that all you have to do 
is package the gospel in the right way and have a winsome 
personality and people will be sure to become Christians.  

3. People reject the gospel because of its content, not because of its 
packaging. 

4. People reject the gospel because they will not submit to God.  

5. And we need to remember that this is true of every one of us in our 
fallen nature.  

6. We want God to play by our rules.  

7. Apart from his grace, we will always find some excuse for our 
refusal to believe and obey.  

D. Our text concludes with Jesus saying, “Yet wisdom is justified by all her 
children.”  

1. This is pointing back to the people whom Luke mentioned in verse 
29, the ordinary people and the tax collectors who received Jesus’s 
teaching by declaring God just.  

2. Jesus is saying that those people, not the cultural elites, are 
wisdom’s children.  

3. While the elites rejected the wild radicalism of John and the 
ordinary sociability of Jesus, the common people recognized God’s 
purpose in the teaching of both men.  

4. This is how true faith responds to the Word of God.  

5. Regardless of how the Word is delivered, those who have been 
given saving faith recognize it for what it really is.  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6. They do not take offense at the vessel in which it is held forth.  

7. Their focus is on the treasure of the gospel.  

8. May this always be the case with us, that by God’s grace we too 
may be proven to be wisdom’s children. 


