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“THE FISHER OF MEN”

I. Introduction 

A. There are a variety of factors that make fishing a challenging activity.  

1. You have to find out where the fish are.  

2. You have to know what they are eating at any given time of year. 

3. You have to know the optimal time of day to catch them.  

4. The best fishermen spend a great deal of time figuring these things 
out, and even then they do not always have success.  

B. In the verses that we have just read, we see Jesus using the fishing trade in 
order to demonstrate what he came into the world to do.  

1. As we study this passage today, we will see that it presents Jesus as 
the fisherman par excellence, both in a literal sense and in a 
metaphorical sense.  

2. Not only does he bring about a miraculous catch of fish, he also 
catches men.

3. Then he enlists those men into his service in his great fishing 
endeavor, calling them to cast the gospel-net so that more and more 
people may be brought into the kingdom of God.  

II. A Strange Pulpit  

A. At this point in Luke’s Gospel, we see that Jesus was beginning to attract a 
large following due to the miraculous signs that he was performing.  

1. Our text tells us that crowds of people were flocking to Jesus in 
order to hear him preach.  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2. In Luke’s words the people were pressing in on Jesus “to hear the 
word of God.”  

3. Notice the continued emphasis upon the authority of Jesus’s 
teaching.

4. This was a key theme in chapter 4.  

5. Jesus came preaching a message from God.  

6. He came as the supreme Prophet of God.  

7. As the writer of Hebrews explains in the opening verses of that 
epistle, God has spoken his final and most complete word to us in 
his Son.  

8. A lot of people today think that the way to hear God is to look 
within yourself, to look to your own feelings or experiences.  

9. The Bible tells us the exact opposite.  

10. It says that if we want to hear God we need to look to Jesus.  

11. And the only way we can gain access to Jesus is through the Bible, 
which in all of its parts is in one way or another focused upon Jesus 
Christ.  

B. As Jesus saw the crowds pressing in on him while he stood teaching 
alongside the lake of Gennesaret (also known as the Sea of Galilee), he 
decided to get into one of the boats and use it as a makeshift pulpit.  

1. As it happened, the boat that he chose for this purpose belonged to 
Simon Peter.  

2. This was not an arbitrary decision on Jesus’s part.  

3. Jesus knew that Simon Peter would be one of his apostles.  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4. And as far as Peter was concerned, he already knew something 
about Jesus.  

5. He had heard Jesus’s authoritative teaching.  

6. He had welcomed Jesus into his home after worship on the 
Sabbath.  

7. He saw his mother-in-law get healed of a high fever when Jesus 
merely rebuked that fever.  

8. He saw Jesus heal other people and cast out demons.  

9. God had providentially prepared Peter for this moment.  

10. As one commentator puts it, Jesus got into Peter’s boat that day so 
that he could use it “as a pulpit, whence to throw the net of the 
Gospel over His hearers.” [Plummer].  

11. One of those hearers was Peter himself.  

III. A Call to Trust 

A. The lake of Gennesaret was a popular fishing spot in first century Galilee.  

1. Deep-water fishing in the lake was done at night because the nets 
that the fishermen used were made out of linen.  

2. While this made the nets strong, the light-colored material also 
made them visible to fish during the daytime.  

3. Peter and his partners had just come back from a long night of 
fishing, and they had not had any success.  

4. They would have been disappointed and tired.  

5. That was the backdrop for Jesus’s command for Peter to put his 
boat out into the deep and let down his nets for a catch.  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6. Remember, Peter was a pro at this.  

7. Jesus was merely the son of carpenter and an intriguing new rabbi.

8. Nevertheless, Jesus was about to show himself to be the supreme 
Fisherman.  

9. He was going to demonstrate that he knows Peter’s vocation far 
better than Peter knows it.  

B. Peter clearly had doubts about what Jesus was telling him to do.  

1. He protested, saying, “Master, we toiled all night and took 
nothing!”  

2. Perhaps he half-expected Jesus to respond to that piece of news by 
saying, ‘Oh, I’m sorry.  I wasn’t aware of that.  Never mind then.’  

3. Yet in spite of his doubts, Peter trusted Jesus, saying to him, “at 
your word I will let down the nets.”  

4. Don’t miss the significance of those words.  

5. Peter recognized the authority of Jesus’s word, and he acted upon 
that word.  

6. This is an essential component of Christian discipleship.  

7. There will be times when the instructions that Jesus gives you in his 
Word seem too unrealistic or too inconvenient to you.  

8. But even when that is the case, you need to do what Jesus says, 
submitting to the authority of his Word.  

IV. A Demonstration of Authority  

A. Luke tells us that when the nets were lowered, they were filled with so 
many fish that they began to break. 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1. It was as if all the fish in the lake made an immediate beeline for 
those nets and jumped into them.

2. These were large boats.

3. Archaeologists have found fishing boats in the area around the Sea 
of Galilee that measure 8 feet wide by 25 feet long.

4. It would take a lot of fish to sink two boats of that size.  

5. This immense catch was unlike anything these men had ever seen.  

6. It defied all human expectations.  

7. Not only was it the wrong time of day to fish, but the catch was 
brought about by ignoring the advice of the professional and 
following the instructions of an amateur.  

8. There is no natural explanation for this.  

9. This was a miracle.  

10. It displayed Jesus’s dominion over the fish of the sea and over all 
nature.

11. It was like the authority that God exercised over the frogs, the flies, 
the gnats, and the sea itself when he brought his people out from 
their slavery in Egypt.  

B. This display of Jesus’s divine authority both humbled and disturbed Peter.  

1. Previously, Peter had referred to Jesus as “Master.”  

2. That was a polite form of address, something like ‘Sir.’  

3. But now Peter falls down before Jesus’s feet and says, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  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4. Now Peter calls Jesus “Lord.”  

5. While this may not reflect a fully developed understanding of 
Jesus’s divine identity, it certainly was an acknowledgement of 
Jesus’s divine authority.

C. This glimpse of the divine glory caused Peter to see his own sinfulness 
with painful clarity.  

1. This reminds us of how Adam hid himself from God’s presence in 
Eden after he had sinned.  

2. It points back to the way the people of Israel responded to God’s 
glory when he descended on Mount Sinai in smoke and fire.  

3. It brings to mind Isaiah’s cry of woe when he had his vision of the 
Lord in his heavenly temple.  

4. When people in Bible come face to face with the glory and holiness 
of God, they tremble with fear. 

5. It is utterly terrifying for a sinner to be confronted by the presence 
of the true and living God.  

6. We need to ponder this, because we tend to think too lightly of 
God. 

7. We place so much emphasis upon having a personal relationship 
with God that we can easily lose sight of just what kind of being he 
is.  

8. We need to be reminded of the weightiness of God’s glory.  

D. Peter’s response to Jesus’s miracle teaches us something about the nature 
of true repentance.  

1. Repentance is not merely a matter of feeling bad about our sin 
because of how it embarrasses us or lowers our self-esteem or 
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keeps us from living the kind of life that we would like to live.  

2. Repentance is chiefly about mourning over the fact that our sin is 
an offense to God’s holiness.  

3. This explains why Peter said, “Depart from me.”  

4. Like Isaiah in his vision of God in his majesty, Peter was undone by 
the presence of the Lord.  

5. This is what has to happen to us before we can receive God’s mercy.  

6. Otherwise, we will go on thinking that our sin is not really that big 
of a deal and that God would be unreasonable to hold it against us.  

7. We have to be undone by God’s holiness before we can be cleansed 
and forgiven of our sins through faith in Christ.

E. Jesus did not leave Peter in his devastated condition.

1. Instead, he gently put Peter at ease, saying, “Do not be afraid”.  

2. This is how Jesus deals with all who humble themselves before him 
and look to him for mercy.  

3. He does not break the bruised reed.  

4. He does not snuff out the faintly burning wick.  

5. He shows mercy to those who are broken-hearted by their sin.  

V. A Call to Follow 

A. After assuring Peter that he need not be afraid, Jesus then told him, “from 
now on you will be catching men.”  

1. This statement explains why Jesus brought about this miraculous 
catch of fish.  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2. Jesus did not perform miracles for their own sake.  

3. Some of them were done out of compassion.  

4. Others, like this one, served as enacted parables.  

5. What Jesus did with the fish was a picture of what he was going to 
do through Peter and his fellow apostles.  

6. Jesus was going to work through these men to build his church.  

7. He was making the point that the gospel ministry is like a great 
fishing expedition.  

8. Through the church, Jesus is casting his gospel-net and gathering 
his elect into his kingdom.  

B. This means unbelievers are like the fish in the sea.

1. One person swims this way, and another swims that way.  

2. Everyone is frantically striving to be independent of God, to stay 
clear of his nets.  

3. The proclamation of the gospel is God’s appointed means of 
gathering people in from the sea of sin.  

4. And he miraculous catch from Peter’s boat assures us that this 
gospel ministry will be successful.  

C. Too often when we think of evangelism we get hung up on strategy and 
technique.  

1. We make it far more complicated than it needs to be.  

2. What it really boils down to is being faithful in communicating the 
gospel to people. 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3. While the church does this as an institution through its official 
ministry, individual Christians do it informally in our day to day 
lives.  

4. This means you are involved in the great gospel fishing expedition.  

5. Talk with people about your involvement in church, about the 
things you learn from God’s Word, and about the hope that you 
have because of Jesus.  

6. Demonstrate your faith by telling people that you will pray for the 
things that are of concern to them, and then make sure that you do 
pray for those things, while also praying for people’s salvation.  

7. You can do these things with confidence, regardless of how much 
you know and regardless of how people respond to you, because 
you know that Jesus is the great Fisherman and that he will bring 
the fish into his net.

D. Our passage concludes by emphasizing the fact that Peter and his partners 
had a new priority after this encounter with Jesus.  

1. They left their nets and their boats and they followed the Lord.

2. Here we see Jesus proving himself to be the great Fisher of men.  

3. Once he caught these men in his net, everything in their lives was 
made subordinate to following him.  

4. The same thing is demanded of everyone who professes faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

5. This is the pattern for your life if you are a Christian.

6. You too are called to deny yourself, to take up your cross and share 
in Christ’s sufferings, and to follow Jesus wherever he leads you by 
submitting to his Word.


