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“JESUS AS A BOY”

I. Introduction 

A. The fact that the incarnate Jesus was both fully God and fully man has 
sometimes generated confusion about his humanity.  

1. We see one example of such confusion in the Christmas carol that 
says,  
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes  

2. If Jesus’ experience really was the same as that of other babies, then 
it would have been natural for him to cry.  

3. We can say the same thing about his experience of growing up.  

4. Jesus would have had the fears that children naturally have as they 
go through various stages — fear of being separated from his 
parents, fear of thunder and lightning, fear of the dark.  

5. He would not have always gotten all the answers correct when his 
parents quizzed him about the things he was learning.  

6. He would not have won every time he played hide-and-seek.  

7. While Jesus was without sin, he was also a real human being.  

B. Our passage in Luke relates the only story that we know about Jesus’ 
childhood.  

1. For whatever reason, God chose not to tell us very much about 
Jesus as a boy.  

2. Luke probably heard a number of stories from Mary about her 
son’s boyhood, but this is the only one that Luke included in his 
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Gospel.  

3. God has not given us this story in order to satisfy our curiosity but 
to show us who Jesus is.  

4. This passage reveals Christ to us.  

5. As we study this text today, we will see that it tells us two basic 
things about Jesus’ experience as a boy, two things that stand in 
important relation to his identity as our Savior.  

II. He Developed in the Ordinary Manner  

A. The first point that we will consider is that Jesus developed in the 
ordinary manner.  

1. Luke expresses this concisely in the two verses that bracket the 
story told in between them.  

2. Verse 40 says, “And the child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom.  And the favor of God was upon him.”  

3. And verse 52 says, “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature 
and in favor with God and man.”  

4. These verses tell us that Jesus learned things in the same way that 
we do.  

5. Consider how he would have learned about his father’s trade as a 
carpenter. 

6. He didn’t just walk into Joseph’s shop as a four year old and start 
making things. 

7. He had to be taught the names of the tools, what they were for, and 
how to use them properly.  



Luke 2:39-52 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #8

Page !  of !3 10 Grace PC, Laconia (1/29/17)
Rev. Andy Wilson

8. He went through the same stages of learning and growth that we 
see our own children going through.  

B. Jesus also grew spiritually in the ordinary manner.  

1. He didn’t come out of the womb knowing about the exodus, the 
Ten Commandments, the sacrificial system, and the prophecies of 
the Messiah.  

2. He had to be taught about God and about what God requires of us.  

3. He grew in his understanding of what it meant to be a member of 
the covenant people by attending worship in his local synagogue 
every Sabbath.  

4. And as Jesus learned about God, he always kept God’s law 
perfectly at every stage of his development. 

5. For the first time in history, a human being developed and grew in 
perfect conformity to God’s design.  

6. For the first time ever, God extended his favor to a man because 
that man was perfectly pleasing in his sight.  

C. The story that Luke tells in this passage took place when Jesus was twelve 
years old.  

1. In first-century Israel, a twelve-year-old boy was on the cusp of 
spiritual adulthood.  

2. He became a ‘son of the commandment’ at age thirteen, marked by 
the ceremony known as the Bar Mitzvah. 

3. In anticipation of that coming of age, Jesus accompanied his family 
on this trip from Nazareth to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of 
Passover.  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4. Such journeys were undertaken with a caravan of relatives and 
acquaintances to ensure safety.  

5. When the feast was over, Jesus’ parents set out for home with the 
group with which they were traveling.  

6. They assumed that their son was with their group, even though he 
was not in their immediate presence.  

7. The fact that Mary and Joseph gave Jesus such independence 
shows that they trusted him.  

8. They knew that he was a responsible boy.  

9. They were confident that he would be where he ought to be.  

10. The irony was that Jesus knew better than his parents did where he 
ought to be at that particular moment.  

D. Unbeknownst to Joseph and Mary as they were making their way back to 
Nazareth, Jesus was still in Jerusalem.  

1. He was sitting in the temple and listening to the disputations and 
discussions of the rabbis.  

2. He was asking them questions and answering the questions that 
they put to him. 

3. Jesus was not acting as a teacher here, but as a pupil.  

4. The questions that the rabbis directed to him were of a catechetical 
nature.  

5. And while they were amazed at Jesus’ level of understanding, we 
should keep in mind that Jesus attained this understanding in the 
ordinary manner.  

6. His behavior in this passage was not an isolated incident.  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7. Jesus was an attentive learner when he attended his local 
synagogue in Nazareth. 

8. He surely knew the teaching of Psalm 119, that massive acrostic 
poem about God’s law that was especially written with young 
people in mind.  

9. He knew the verses that said, “Oh how I love your law!  It is my 
meditation all the day.  Your commandment makes me wiser than 
my enemies, for it is ever with me.  I have more understanding 
than my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.” (Ps. 
119:97-99)  

10. The reason why Jesus was able to participate in these discussions 
with Israel’s most respected teachers was because he had immersed 
himself in the Scriptures all throughout his childhood.  

E. Jesus really did learn things in the same way that we do.  

1. He did not simply tap into the omniscience of his divine nature 
whenever he wanted to gain understanding of something.  

2. While his two natures were united in one person, the qualities 
peculiar to those two natures remained distinct.   

3. For example, Jesus did not cease to be omnipresent in his divine 
nature when he took on a human nature.  

4. Nevertheless, his human nature was not omnipresent.  

5. His body could only be in one place at a time.   

6. Or consider how Jesus experienced hunger, tiredness, and death in 
his human nature.  

7. He did not experience these things in his divine nature, since it is 
impossible for God to experience such things.   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8. Jesus’ human nature did not receive what was peculiar to his divine 
nature, and his divine nature did not receive what was peculiar to 
his human nature.   

F. This is what the apostle Paul was talking about when he said that Jesus 
made himself nothing and took on the form of a servant.   

1. Jesus really was made like us in every way, except for our sin.  

2. The reason why this is so important is because we need a Savior 
who is fully human.   

3. Our sins had to be paid for by blood that was fully human.  

4. The law had to be fulfilled on our behalf by an obedience that was 
fully human.  

5. The fact that Jesus developed and learned just as we do is far more 
than an interesting piece of trivia.  

6. It assures us that he really is qualified to be our Savior.  

III. He Knew What Was Most Important  

A. This brings us to the second point that we are considering in this sermon, 
which is that Jesus knew what was most important.  

1. When Joseph and Mary realized that Jesus was not with them, they 
were naturally worried.  

2. Most parents know that sense of panic that sets in when you realize 
that you have lost track of your child in a crowd.  

3. This situation was even more troubling than that.  

4. It was more like that movie “Home Alone.”  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5. Joseph and Mary had already traveled a day’s journey away from 
Jerusalem.  

6. It took a whole day to get back. 

7. Then they spent another day looking for Jesus.  

8. And when they finally found him in the temple, Mary said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us so?  Behold, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great distress.”  

9. I suspect that some of us might have spoken in stronger terms if 
this had been our child.  

B. Mary’s words convey how she assessed this situation.  

1. She was upset over what her son had done.  

2. She thought that she and Joseph had been ill-treated by Jesus.  

3. But Jesus’ response shows that Mary was not correct in her 
assessment of what had happened.  

4. He asked her, “Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?”  

5. There is a genuine note of surprise in these questions.  

6. Jesus expected his parents to know where he would be.  

7. He didn’t realize that they had been worried about him.  

8. After all, the one thing that they had impressed upon him over and 
over again as they raised him was that the Lord is to be loved 
above everything else.  

9. It was right for him to want to be in the temple, especially at this 
time in his life when he was beginning to enter into adulthood, for 
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this was his Father’s house.  

C. This passage gives us a picture of Jesus’ perfect love for God.  

1. His devotion to God was supreme.  

2. The words that David wrote in Psalm 27 express the desire of Jesus’ 
heart:  “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:  
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.”  

3. Even at the age of twelve, Jesus earnestly desired to be about his 
Father’s business.  

4. He understood that his most intimate earthly relations had to be 
subordinated to his devotion to God.  

5. This is a great source of tension in a Christian’s life.  

6. We do not find it easy to love God above all else.  

7. We sometimes prioritize other people and other things above our 
duty to God. 

8. Jesus knew what it was like to feel pulled away from God in this 
way. 

9. Yet he navigated his way through all such temptations and always 
loved God with all of his heart, all of his soul, all of his mind, and 
all of his strength.  

10. He perfectly fulfilled the law so that we could be clothed in his 
righteousness.  

D. Luke tells us that Jesus’ parents did not understand the saying that he 
spoke to them. 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1. Jesus was telling them something about his unique relationship to 
God, and they were not yet able to make sense of it.  

2. But Mary treasured this up in her heart, alongside all of the other 
things that she had not yet fully comprehended about her son.  

3. Only when Jesus completed the work for which he came into the 
world did the picture begin to be filled in for her.  

E. Luke concludes this story by telling us that Jesus went back to Nazareth 
with his parents and was submissive to them.  

1. This makes it clear that Jesus honored his parents and submitted to 
their authority.  

2. His prioritizing of the first table of the law did not lead him to 
neglect the second table of the law.  

3. Now think for a moment about what Luke is telling us here.  

4. Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Trinity.  

5. Yet he willingly subjected himself to the authority of a poor 
carpenter and his wife.  

6. The immortal Creator lived in submission to his own mortal 
creatures.  

7. What a mystery! 

8. What a glorious, and gracious, act of condescension!  

IV. Conclusion 

A. This passage makes it clear that Jesus partook of the very same flesh and 
blood that we have.  

B. He was made like us in every respect.  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C. He endured the same kinds of temptations that we face throughout life’s 
various stages, yet he never yielded to those temptations — not even once.  

D. This is what assures us that Jesus is able to help us when we are tempted.  

E. As the writer of Hebrews reminds us, “we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” (Heb. 4:15)  

F. Because we have such a Mediator, we can always draw near to the throne 
of grace with confidence, trusting that we will receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.  
 


