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“LUKE’S ORDERLY ACCOUNT”

I. Introduction 

A. In Dan Brown’s bestselling novel The DaVinci Code, one of the characters 
makes the following claim:  “history is always written by the winners.  
When two cultures clash, the loser is obliterated, and the winner writes 
the history books — books which glorify their own cause and disparage 
the conquered foe.” [256]  

1. For Brown and others who share this opinion, this means the Bible 
is not a reliable historical source for understanding who Jesus was.  

2. Such a claim is in clear conflict with what Luke says in the preface 
to his Gospel.  

3. As you can see from the verses we have just read, Luke presents 
this book as an accurate narrative that is based on careful research 
and eyewitness testimony.  

4. One of the reasons why I believe Luke instead of Dan Brown is that 
the Christian religion did not attain cultural dominance until 
decades after the conversion of Constantine in 312 A.D.  

5. It is generally agreed that Luke wrote his Gospel in the late 50’s or 
early 60’s A.D., and our earliest copy of Luke dates back to 200 A.D. 
or earlier.  

6. This means Luke’s Gospel was written, copied, and distributed 
during a period when the church was experiencing severe 
opposition and persecution.  

7. In other words, there is simply no way of construing Luke as a 
“winner” who used his power to suppress accounts of the historical 
Jesus and replace them with his own picture of who Jesus was.  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8. In fact, it is Dan Brown and others like him who are trying to foist a 
Jesus of their own making on people.  

B. While the Gospel of Luke has a lot in common with the three other 
canonical Gospels, it also has its own unique voice.  

1. For one thing, it is the only New Testament book to have been 
written by a Gentile. 

2. Luke was a physician who became a Christian and accompanied 
the apostle Paul on some of his missionary journeys. 

3. These factors help explain why one of Luke’s key emphases is that 
the Gospel is not just for Jews but for all sorts of people.  

4. Another distinctive feature of Luke is that it is the only Gospel with 
a sequel. 

5. Luke wrote the book of Acts to tell about the spread of the Christian 
faith after Jesus ascended into heaven.  

6. Luke’s Gospel is also unique in that it was addressed to an 
individual:  this man who is addressed as “most excellent 
Theophilus.”  

7. Theophilus was probably a man of considerable social standing in 
the first century church. 

8. It is possible that he was the patron who agreed to finance the 
publication and dissemination of this Gospel.  

C. The first four verses of Luke contain a preface, another feature that is not 
found in any of the other Gospels.  

1. These verses form a single sentence in the original Greek.  

2. They are written in the exalted classical style, resembling the 
prefaces of other ancient Greek writings.  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3. This demonstrates that Luke was an educated man, a man who 
knew how to conduct careful research.  

4. That being said, the rest of the book is written in the more common 
Greek style. 

5. This tells us that Luke did not write his Gospel only for the highly 
educated and culturally sophisticated.  

6. He wrote it in order that all sorts of people could have certainty 
concerning the things that have been accomplished by the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

II. Concerning Things That Have Been Accomplished  

A. Our text begins with Luke pointing out that many others had already 
undertaken the task of compiling a narrative about Jesus.  

1. The first century church came to see the importance of this task.  

2. Initially, the church depended on the spoken word, the 
proclamation of Jesus by the apostles and their associates.  

3. But as they saw the end of the apostolic era looming on the horizon, 
they realized that there would be a need for an authoritative and 
reliable testimony of the apostolic teaching in written form.  

4. Luke does not specify who wrote the accounts to which he refers 
here.  

5. One of these was almost certainly Mark, from which it is generally 
agreed that Luke drew significantly in composing his Gospel.  

6. Luke is definitely not referring to books like the Gospel of Thomas 
or the Gospel of Philip.  

7. Those so-called Gospels present a very different picture of Jesus, 
being the product of an early heresy known as Gnosticism.  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8. Here is how one modern-day Gnostic describes the origin of these 
alternate pictures of Jesus:  “Gnosticism is a system of direct 
experiential knowledge of God… the Soul and the universe;… in 
the early centuries of this era, amid a growing Christianity, it took 
on the form of the Christian faith, while rejecting most of its specific 
beliefs.  Its wording is therefore largely Christian, while its spirit is 
that of… paganism” [Duncan Greenlees, cited in Cracking DaVinci’s 
Code, 167]  

B. In contrast to those false gospels, Luke’s Gospel was written in order to 
narrate things that had actually been taken place in history.  

1. Luke says that he is writing about “the things that have been 
accomplished among us”.  

2. The word “accomplished” can also be translated as “fulfilled.”  

3. Luke presents Jesus’ life and ministry as the accomplishment 
within history of the things that were foretold in the Old Testament.  

4. Christianity is first and foremost a proclamation of things that have 
really happened.  

5. There are many people in our day who have a very different way of 
thinking about the Christian faith.  

6. They think that the essence of Christianity is its ethical teachings, 
and to make matters worse they often adapt the Bible’s ethical 
teachings so that they conform to the ideals of the surrounding 
culture.  

7. There are many churches in our own community that are filled with 
people who do not really care whether or not Jesus was born of a 
virgin, that he is both God and man, that he died to atone for our 
sins, that he was raised from the dead, or that salvation is only 
possible through faith in him.  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8. Such people would say that the various theories on those and other 
doctrines aren’t really important.  

9. The only thing that really matters is that we try to follow Jesus’ 
example by being open and affirming toward all people.  

10. One problem with this view is that it loses sight of the fact that 
when Jesus welcomed sinners he called them to repentance.  

11. Another problem is that such a conception of Christianity leaves us 
without any way to escape the judgment that we deserve for failing 
to live up to God’s ethical standards.  

C. Thank God that the Christianity that is set forth by Luke and the other 
New Testament writers does provide a way for sinners to be saved from 
God’s wrath.  

1. But the only way people can benefit from this message is if they 
admit that they are in need of cleansing and forgiveness.  

2. Many people in our culture take offense at such a notion.  

3. They may be willing to admit that they are not perfect, but that is 
not repentance.  

4. It is an excuse.  

5. Many people think that God is pleased with their efforts at doing 
good and their good intentions.  

6. The notion of a God of justice, a God who will by no means clear 
the guilty, that seems completely implausible to them.  

7. This is one reason why the Gnostic writings have become so 
popular in recent years.  

8. As one writer explains, “These Gnostic writings have reappeared at 
a time when patriarchy, doctrinal precision, canons, confessions, 
clearly defined sexual morality, church institutions, and authority 
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are out.  What’s in?  The personal spiritual quest, diversity, 
individualism, egalitarianism, and sexual liberation.  And the 
prospect of finding ancient ‘Christian’ scrolls that support this new 
era’s spiritual viewpoint is, for many postmoderns, a dream come 
true.” [Cracking DaVinci’s Code, 168]  

9. This new spirituality is far more popular than the perspective that 
is offered in Luke’s Gospel.  

10. It is the message that is preached from many pulpits in our day.  

11. But Luke’s message has one thing that the new spirituality sorely 
lacks:  a basis in historical fact.  

III. Based on Eyewitness Testimony  

A. The source of Luke’s account is the testimony of those who were 
“eyewitnesses and ministers of the word from the beginning.”  

1. This is a reference to the apostles and their associates.  

2. The New Testament places great emphasis upon the fact that the 
gospel message is rooted in eyewitness testimony.  

3. The apostle John opens his first epistle by saying, “that which we 
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you”. (1 Jn. 1:3)  

4. And the apostle Paul says in his letter to the Galatians that he did 
not receive his gospel from any man, but he received it when the 
risen Christ appeared to him on the road to Damascus. (see Gal. 
1:12)  

5. All of the other religions of the world are based upon the ideas or 
mystical experiences of their founders.  

6. Islam is based on Muhammed’s claim to have received the Koran 
from Allah.  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7. Hinduism is based on a huge assortment of teachings, myths, and 
legends.  

8. Buddhism is based on the teachings of Buddha.  

9. Mormonism is based on Joseph Smith’s claim that an angel gave 
him the Book of Mormon.  

10. But Christianity is based on eyewitness accounts of the life, death, 
resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

11. These eyewitnesses were chosen and commissioned for this task by 
Jesus himself, and they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry 
it out. 

12. This is the foundation upon which the church is built.  

B. These eyewitnesses delivered their account of the things that were 
accomplished to others, including Luke himself.  

1. The word “delivered” conveys the idea of passing on a tradition.  

2. Initially, this took place verbally, as the apostles gave their 
testimony to Christ and their message was passed along by others.  

3. The reason why the documents of the New Testament came to be so 
highly valued was because they enshrined that apostolic testimony 
for future generations of Christians.  

4. The church has been entrusted with this testimony.  

5. It is a deposit that we are called both to proclaim and preserve.  

IV. Written to Give Certainty  

A. Luke says that he undertook the task of composing his Gospel after 
following these things closely for some time.  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1. He thoroughly investigated the things that he writes about in his 
Gospel.  

2. This book is the product of careful research, conducted by a well-
educated man.  

3. This, along with the fact that many of the eyewitnesses were still 
alive at the time of writing, ensures the accuracy of Luke’s Gospel.  

4. This accuracy bolsters our assurance.  

5. It gives us confidence that the things that we believe are rooted in 
actual fact.  

B. Luke wanted Theophilus to have certainty concerning the things he had 
been taught.  

1. The word “taught” translates the Greek verb catecheo, from which 
we get the word catechize.  

2. This suggests that Theophilus was a Christian.  

3. It may be that he was beginning to have doubts about the certainty 
of what he had been taught.  

4. As he saw the church facing increasing opposition and persecution, 
he might have wondered if such a movement could really be from 
God. 

5. We are confronted by something like this today.  

6. While the church in our culture is not really facing significant 
persecution (at least not yet), there is no doubt that biblical 
Christianity is being increasingly marginalized in our society.  

7. This can cause us to have doubts about the things that we have 
been taught.  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8. When the world around us looks at our beliefs and says that such 
ideas are irrational or outmoded or bigoted, we can begin to 
wonder if they might be right.  

9. This is why it is so important for us to be immersing ourselves in 
the Scriptures.  

10. We need to hear the voice of our Shepherd speaking through his 
Word. 

V. Conclusion 

A. The historical nature of the Christian religion often comes under assault 
from the unbelieving world.  

1. The reason why this is so is because the historical basis of 
Christianity confronts us with the truth.  

2. Fallen man suppresses the truth.  

3. He does so by questioning Christianity’s historicity.  

4. Yet this does not lead him to set aside all belief in god.  

5. Everyone believes in some kind of deity, or some life-force that 
transcends them.  

6. This is even true of materialistic atheists, who end up attributing 
divine qualities to the universe.  

7. When you listen to people describe what they believe and ask them 
why they believe it, you find that their beliefs are really nothing 
more than myths and fairytales.  

8. They have no basis in reality.  

9. They are figments of the human imagination.  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B. The fundamental question is not whether or not people will believe in 
God. 

1. The fundamental question is which God will people believe in.  

2. Luke’s preface reminds us that the gospel of Jesus Christ provides 
us with something that cannot be found anywhere else. 

3. It sets our feet on a solid foundation, a foundation that is rooted in 
real historical events rather than wishful thinking.  

4. This is why the Bible is so precious to us.  

5. As we sing,  
 
How firm a foundation,  
You saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith  
In his excellent Word!


