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“THE RIGHT KIND OF FEAR”

I. Introduction 

A. To be human is to experience fear.  

B. Sometimes, we have good reason to be afraid.  

C. Other times, our fears are baseless or irrational.  

D. It would be impossible to go through life without having any fears, and 
God does not call us to do so.  

E. Instead, he calls us to deal with our fears by making the right kind of fear 
the controlling factor in our lives.  

F. As long as we walk in the fear of the Lord, we will be given the courage 
that we need to deal with the other fears that confront us in this life.  

G. As we study this text from Luke’s Gospel today, we will see how it teaches 
us several important lessons about the right kind of fear.  

II. Live Before the Face of God 

A. Our text begins with a detailed description of the size of the crowd that 
was gathering around Jesus at this point in his ministry.  

1. Luke says that there were so many thousands of people that they 
were trampling one another.  

2. It is interesting that Jesus does not seize this opportunity to preach 
to this large crowd.  

3. Instead, he turns his attention to his disciples and gives them 
further instruction in the aftermath of his interactions with the 
Pharisees at the end of the previous chapter.  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4. He tells them to “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.”  

5. As we noted in last week’s sermon, religious hypocrisy is a matter 
of trying to appear holy on the outside while not actually striving 
for holiness in the heart.  

6. In likening the hypocrisy of the Pharisees to “leaven”, Jesus is 
pointing out how hypocrisy has a tendency to spread and infect 
everything around it.  

7. It is like yeast that spreads throughout a batch of dough.  

8. When we see other people putting up a holy facade, we feel the 
pressure to do the same.  

9. Jesus wants us to understand that we are all susceptible to the 
contagion of hypocrisy.  

B. We should note how hypocrisy relates to the main theme that runs 
throughout this passage:  the theme of fear.  

1. A hypocrite is someone who is driven by the wrong kind of fear.  

2. He is always concerned with what other people think about him, 
but he doesn’t give proper consideration to what God thinks about 
him.  

3. He deludes himself into thinking that he can fool God in the same 
way that he fools people. 

4. The person who does this is engaging in self-justification.  

5. He thinks that he can make himself right with God.  

C. Jesus points out the futility of hypocrisy by telling his disciples that the 
things that people try to keep hidden will not stay hidden forever.  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1. Eventually, we will be shown in our true colors.  

2. At the Last Judgment, the imperfect good works done by believers 
will be set forth as evidence that we really have been given 
renewed hearts, hearts that long to do what is right.  

3. But those who put on an outward facade of righteousness while 
continuing to have hearts that are defiled by sin will have their true 
nature exposed.  

4. It is futile to hide the truth, because it will one day be brought to 
light. 

5. If you are here today and you are living a double life, then you 
should take heed of what Jesus is saying here.  

6. You need to repent.  

7. Nothing can be hid from God.  

8. Confess your sin and cast yourself upon the Lord for mercy.  

D. The way to resist hypocrisy is to remember that we live before the face of 
God. 

1. Those of you who subscribe to Tabletalk magazine will be familiar 
with the Latin phrase coram Deo, which is the heading for the 
column that Burk Parsons writes on the first page of every issue.  

2. Listen to how R.C. Sproul defines this phrase:  “To live coram Deo is 
to live one’s entire life in the presence of God, under the authority 
of God, to the glory of God.  To live in the presence of God is to 
understand that whatever we are doing and wherever we are doing 
it, we are acting under the gaze of God.  God is omnipresent.  There 
is no place so remote that we can escape His penetrating gaze… To 
live all of life coram Deo is to live a life of integrity.  It is a life of 
wholeness that finds its unity and coherency in the majesty of 
God.” [https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-does-coram-deo-
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mean/]  

3. Always remember that your every thought, your every word, your 
every action is done in the plain sight of Almighty God.  

III. Don’t Fear Man 

A. As we turn now to the next section in our passage, we see Jesus setting a 
contrast between two kinds of fear.  

1. He begins by exhorting his disciples not to fear man.  

2. Jesus says this because he knows what lies ahead for these men.  

3. He knows that they will face severe persecution because of their 
testimony to him.  

4. The historical evidence indicates that all of the apostles except John 
died as martyrs, and John was exiled to the island of Patmos.  

5. We can be thankful that we do not face that kind of opposition in 
our culture.  

6. Nevertheless, we still have to contend with the temptation to fear 
man.  

7. We face the possibility of being ridiculed or marginalized or held in 
derision because of our faith.  

8. We face pressure to compromise our beliefs in order to bring 
ourselves into conformity with the prevailing cultural orthodoxies 
of our day.  

9. As we live in such a context, we need to be mindful of what Jesus 
said to his disciples about why they should not fear man.  

10. Even when the unbelieving world does its worst to Christians, even 
when it puts Christians to death because of their faith, man is still 
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not to be feared.  

11. The reason why man is not to be feared is because there is 
something that is much worse than death.  

B. When a person dies, he is beyond the reach of everyone and everything in 
this world.  

1. Nothing in all creation can do that person any further harm.  

2. But we need to remember that there is One who exists outside the 
created order.  

3. There is the God who made the heavens and the earth.  

4. Not even death puts a person beyond God’s reach.  

5. There is no escaping him.  

6. He not only has complete control over the number of your days in 
this world.  

7. He also has total authority over your eternal destiny.  

8. He either admits people into his heaven, or he casts them into hell.  

C. As you can see by the footnote in the ESV, the Greek term that is translated 
as “hell” in verse 5 is Gehenna. 

1. This was the name of a valley outside Jerusalem where in the Old 
Testament period wicked Israelites sacrificed their children to the 
false god Molech.  

2. In Jesus’s day, this same valley was the location of a rubbish heap at 
which a fire was kept perpetually burning.  

3. This came to be a symbol for the place of eternal punishment in the 
life to come.  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4. It illustrates the unending nature of the torment and disgrace that 
will be endured by those who are sent to hell.  

5. Hell is the place where unrepentant sinners receive the punishment 
that they deserve.  

6. It is a place that is devoid of all pleasure and of anything good.  

7. We need to remember that in this life, the wicked enjoy God’s 
benefits, at least to a certain extent.  

8. As the Scriptures tell us, God causes his rain to fall on the just and 
the unjust alike.  

9. But in hell, the condemned will be completely cut off from God’s 
favor and be exposed to his wrath forever.  

10. In the words of J.I. Packer, “The concept of hell is of a negative 
relationship to God, an experience not of his absence so much as of 
his presence in wrath and displeasure.” [cited in Engaging with 
Keller, 84]  

D. It should go without saying that hell is a terrible place.  

1. It is infinitely more terrible than death.  

2. Death is momentary, but hell is unending.  

3. The fact that God has the authority to cast people into hell should 
cause us to fear him far more than we fear man.  

4. But the fear that Jesus is commending here is not a servile fear.  

5. It is not a fear that is consumed by the dread of punishment.  

6. Instead, it is the fear that is always present when a person lays hold 
of God’s promise of mercy to those who come to Christ in faith.  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7. Consider how John Bunyan defines the fear of the Lord in these 
lines from Pilgrim’s Progress:  “True or right fear can be known by 
three things.  First, by what causes it:  the right kind of fear is 
caused by a saving conviction of sin.  Secondly, a good fear drives 
the soul to quickly lay hold of Christ for salvation.  And thirdly, this 
fear begins and sustains in the soul a great reverence for God, his 
Word, and his ways.  It keeps the soul tender, making it afraid to 
turn right or left from his Word and ways.  It makes the soul 
sensitive to anything that might dishonor God, grieve the Spirit, or 
cause the enemy to speak against God.” [206]  

8. Jesus encourages this kind of fear by using two examples to 
reassure us of the attentive care that God extends to his children.  

9. God is mindful even of the sparrows, the cheapest things sold in a 
first century market.  

10. God also numbers the hairs on a person’s head.  

11. If God pays such careful attention to things that are so small and 
insignificant, how much more will he extend his protective care 
over those he has chosen to save?  

IV. Acknowledge Christ  

A. This brings us to the third and final section in our text, where Jesus 
teaches that the right kind of fear leads us to acknowledge him before 
men.  

1. Jesus does not permit people to be secret Christians.  

2. Salvation is only promised to those who confess him with their lips.  

3. A profession of faith in Christ is a public profession.  

4. Jesus calls us to openly avow that we are his followers.  

5. We are not to cover up our Christian identity.  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6. There can be times when we feel the temptation to do that.  

7. But Jesus’s words here impress upon us the importance of resisting 
that temptation. 

8. He promises that those who acknowledge him will be 
acknowledged by him in the heavenly assembly.  

9. And he warns that those who deny him will be denied by him in 
the heavenly assembly.  

B. Of course, there are times when true believers deny Christ.  

1. The apostle Peter denied Christ three times on the night when Jesus 
was arrested by the Jewish authorities.  

2. But Peter later repented of his sin and was restored by Jesus.  

3. Something similar happened in the life of Thomas Cranmer, one of 
the greatest of the English Reformers.  

4. After the Church of Rome excommunicated Cranmer in 1555, 
Queen Mary removed him from his office and sentenced him to 
death. 

5. As he awaited his execution, Cranmer sadly recanted his Protestant 
views and expressed his submission to the pope. 

6. He signed a statement in which he renounced Protestantism 
entirely.  

7. But later, just before his execution, he strongly renounced his 
renunciation of Protestantism. 

8. And when he was burned at the stake he dramatically 
demonstrated how he felt about his denial of the principles of the 
Reformation.  



Luke 12:1-12 (a.m.)
Exposition of Luke, #48

Page !  of !9 11 Grace PC, Laconia (1/28/18)
Rev. Andy Wilson

9. He held the hand that he used to sign that denial of Reformation 
doctrine in the flames until it was burnt up.  

10. We can draw encouragement from the examples of Cranmer and of 
the apostle Peter. 

11. There are times in all of our lives when we know that we could 
have taken a better stand for Jesus Christ.  

12. The way to respond to those failures is not to fall into despair but to 
repent, to seek the Lord’s forgiveness, and to ask for his help to be 
more courageous for him in the future.  

C. Denying Christ is not an unpardonable sin, but Jesus does say that there is 
a sin that will not be forgiven.  

1. He says that “the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven.”  

2. Some Christians worry that they may have committed this sin, and 
they are deeply troubled by this.  

3. The good news for such Christians is that when we understand 
what Jesus means when he speaks of blaspheming the Holy Spirit, 
it is clear that anyone who has truly committed this sin would 
never worry about having committed it.  

4. Here is how theologian Herman Bavinck describes the sin of 
blaspheming the Holy Spirit:  this is a sin “against the gospel in its 
clearest manifestation… a denial that contradicts the conviction of 
the mind, the illumination of the conscience, and the intuitions of 
the heart.  It… consists in a conscious and deliberate attribution of 
what has been clearly perceived as God’s work to the influence and 
activity of Satan” [Reformed Dogmatics, 3:156]  

5. In other words, this sin consists in a persistent and decisive 
rejection of the Spirit’s testimony to Christ when the truth of that 
testimony has been made abundantly clear to a person.  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6. Jesus is talking about a person who deliberately refuses to submit 
to the truth after it has been clearly manifested to him and 
apprehended in his conscience as the truth.  

7. Such a person is rejecting the only One who is able to bring people 
to repentance and faith, and thus he is cutting himself off from all 
possibility of forgiveness.  

8. Of course, we do not have access to people’s hearts.  

9. This means none of us can ever say definitively that a certain 
individual has committed this terrible sin.  

10. Jesus’s point in talking about this is not to encourage us to try to 
identify those who have blasphemed the Holy Spirit.  

11. His point is to issue a warning about resisting the Spirit’s testimony 
to Christ.  

12. Eventually, those who persist in doing so will become intractably 
hardened in their sin.  

D. The last thing that Jesus says in our text is to promise that the Holy Spirit 
will help his people know what to say when they are put on trial for their 
faith.  

1. Now, in saying this, Jesus is not dissuading us from studying our 
Bibles and learning sound doctrine so that we can be better 
prepared to bear witness to him.  

2. It behoves every Christian to do the best that he can to prepare 
himself to explain what he believes and why he believes it.  

3. But as much as we try to prepare ourselves, we have a tendency to 
be nervous and afraid when we are thrust into situations in which 
we have to say something about our faith.  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4. This passage assures us that we need not worry in those situations, 
because our Lord will provide us with the help that we need.  

V. Conclusion 

A. The apostle Paul says repeatedly in his letters that we are to live by faith.  

1. He also says in one of his letters that we are to work out our 
salvation “with fear and trembling.”  

2. How can fear and faith dwell in the same mind?  

3. How can both fear and faith be described as the means by which 
we live the Christian life?  

B. The answer is that there is an inextricable connection between faith and 
the right kind of fear.  

1. Saving faith is always birthed in a context of fearful awe of the 
Almighty God.  

2. And in the life of faith, the believer is always being brought back to 
the fact that he lives his life under the gaze of this One who is in 
every respect immeasurably superior to himself.  

3. As we read earlier in Psalm 130, if God counted our sins against us, 
no one could stand before him; but with him there is forgiveness, 
that he may be feared.  


