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“THE STRONG MAN VS. THE STRONGER MAN”

I. Introduction 

A. An occurrence that we sometimes see in athletic competitions is what has 
come to be known as the “mismatch.”  

1. As the competition unfolds, it becomes obvious that one side is 
simply not in the same class as the other.  

2. As a result, what was intended to be a contest quickly turns into a 
rout.  

3. And when that happens, all hope is lost (unless you have Tom 
Brady and Bill Belichick on your side).  

B. The concept of the mismatch can help us understand the point that Jesus 
is making in the text that we are studying today.  

1. When Jesus entered into the world, he entered into a contest with 
Satan.  

2. This was made clear at the very beginning of Jesus’s public 
ministry, when he was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.  

3. Satan was outclassed by Jesus in that encounter and in every 
subsequent one.  

4. He was no match for Jesus.  

5. Of course, this does not mean that Satan is weak.  

6. After all, Jesus likens Satan to a “strong man.”  

7. Left to ourselves, we are no match for Satan.  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8. But when we trust in Christ, we have nothing to fear from the devil.  

9. Though he is strong, Jesus is far stronger.  

II. The Plundering of the Strong Man 

A. Our text begins by describing an exorcism performed by Jesus on a man 
who had been mute.  

1. As soon as the demon was cast out, the man began to speak.  

2. There was no denying what had happened.  

3. This man who had been mute could now speak.  

4. It was a display of the power of God against the forces of darkness, 
and many of the people who witnessed it marveled at what they 
had seen.  

B. Nevertheless, in spite of the undeniable fact of this man’s deliverance, 
some of those present responded in in negative ways.  

1. There were some who made the cynical accusation that Jesus was in 
league with Beelzebul, the prince of demons.  

2. Beelzebul is a name for Satan derived from the name of the 
Canaanite god Baal.  

3. The people who brought this charge against Jesus were contending 
that he was performing these exorcisms in order to lead people 
astray.  

4. Others in the crowd responded to the miracle in a skeptical manner.  

5. These people wanted more proof from Jesus before they believed in 
him.  

6. They wanted him to perform signs on their terms, like people today 
who claim that they would believe in God if he would just show 
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himself to them.  

C. Jesus will deal with the second group of people, the skeptics who 
demanded a sign, later in this chapter.  

1. In this text he responds to the first group, the cynics who accused 
him of being an agent of the devil.  

2. Jesus points out the utter absurdity of this accusation.  

3. In casting the demon out of this mute man, Jesus was destroying 
the devil’s work.  

4. He was releasing a human being from Satan’s oppressive grip.  

5. If Jesus did this by the power of Satan, then Satan would be 
fighting against himself.  

6. And as Jesus points out, every kingdom that is divided against 
itself is laid waste.  

7. Jesus’s exorcisms were a sign that the kingdom of God had come.  

8. The coming of Christ into the world marked the inauguration of the 
new heavens and the new earth, the redeemed world that God is 
bringing into being in his Son.  

9. Jesus delivered people from demonic bondage because he had 
come into the world to fulfill the prophecy from Isaiah that he read 
at the synagogue service in Nazareth:  “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Lk. 4:18-19)  

D. As Jesus responds to his critics, he likens Satan to a well-armed strong 
man, a daunting figure.  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1. We see similar descriptions of Satan elsewhere in the New 
Testament.  

2. In John’s Gospel, Jesus repeatedly calls Satan “the ruler of this 
world.”  

3. The apostle Paul refers to Satan as “the prince of the power of the 
air.”  

4. And in the book of Revelation Satan is depicted as a terrifying 
dragon.  

5. The reason why Satan is described as such an imposing figure is 
because he plunged the world into ruin when he successfully 
tempted our first parents to sin against God.  

6. When man refused to be subject to God, he was given over to the 
tyrannical rule of a dreadful adversary.

7. Consider these thoughts from John Calvin on Satan:  “If there was a 
man that could enter into other men’s heads and hearts, into their 
thoughts and affections, without sword or staff, without venom or 
poison, without threatening or anything else, or if he had a 
hundred deaths in his hand and could make [people] enter them 
without knowing how, I ask you, ought not such an enemy to be 
feared much more than those that come equipped with great force, 
and make great noise?” [Sermons on Ephesians, 136]  

8. Satan’s craft and power are great.  

9. He tyrannizes people through temptation, deception, accusation, 
and fear.   

10. He is the enslaver of our fallen race.  

11. Yet as formidable as Satan is, he is no match for Jesus.  

12. Jesus has bound the strong man and is plundering his house.  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13. By his Word and Spirit, he is delivering people from the domain of 
darkness and is transferring them into his glorious kingdom of 
light. 

E. I want to focus for a moment on one particular tactic that Satan is using to 
harass and oppress countless souls in the world today.  

1. The thing I have in mind here is pornography.  

2. The availability of pornographic material on the internet has 
created a problem of epidemic proportions in our society, with 
several states declaring porn a public health crisis.  

3. This problem is not going to go away any time in the near future.  

4. As Christians, it is crucial for us to remember that we are not 
powerless as we strive to live holy lives in such a depraved culture.  

5. You are no longer under Satan’s dominion.  

6. Christ has set you free.  

7. Therefore, you must not live as if you were still enslaved to sin.  

8. Do whatever is necessary to guard yourself and your family against 
this insidious temptation.  

9. You may want to download accountability software (such as 
Covenant Eyes) on all of the devices you use.  

10. Such software ensures that a parent, a spouse, a Christian friend, or 
a church officer is notified of any online activity that is cause for 
concern, thus doing away with the secrecy that makes porn such a 
snare.  

11. We need to act wisely in the spiritual battle in which we are 
engaged, and this principle holds true in all areas of temptation.  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12. Don’t let the devil keep holding you hostage when Christ has set 
you free.  

III. The Impossibility of Neutrality  

A. After using this image of a strong man having his possessions plundered 
by one who is stronger, Jesus then makes this statement:  “Whoever is not 
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.”  

1. Jesus has made it clear that he is not the one who is on Satan’s side.  

2. On the contrary, anyone who refuses to join him in opposing the 
devil is on the devil’s side.  

3. Those who are not striving to gather people into Christ’s kingdom 
are actually scattering souls and making them easy prey for the evil 
one.  

4. Notice that there is no possibility of neutrality here.  

5. You are either with Jesus or you are against him.  

6. You are either serving the interests of his kingdom or you are 
opposing it. 

B. This brings us to the somewhat enigmatic parable that Jesus sets forth in 
verses 24 through 26.  

1. He says that when an evil spirit is cast out of someone, it finds itself 
in a homeless condition and looks around for a new place of 
lodging.  

2. When it cannot find one, it decides to go back to its former house.  

3. When it finds that house swept and put in order, it decides to invite 
seven spirits more evil than itself to join it in taking up residence 
there.  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4. As a result, the last state of the person is worse than the first.  

5. Now, what is the point that Jesus is making in telling this parable?  

6. It is closely related to what he said in the previous verse about the 
impossibility of neutrality.  

7. Those who fail to receive Christ are only making room in their 
hearts for the evil one.  

8. A person who has not been filled with the Holy Spirit is inviting 
evil spirits to inhabit, influence, and control him.  

C. As we think about this, we need to remember that demonic influence is 
not limited to the instances of full-blown demon possession that we see in 
the Gospels.  

1. Ever since the fall of mankind, the human race has been divided 
into two branches:  the line of rebellion and the line of promise.   

2. When Adam and Eve chose to listen to the serpent instead of God, 
they were aligning themselves with Satan in his rebellion against 
God.   

3. But God refused to give all of humanity over to Satan, saying to the 
serpent:  “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Gen. 3:15)   

4. In his grace, the Lord split up the alliance that was formed between 
Satan and mankind at the fall.   

5. God put hatred between the serpent and the woman in order that 
he might establish a line of promise, a line out of which he would 
provide a Savior for his people.   

6. But a line of rebellion remained, a line of the human race that 
continued to be allied with Satan and held under his sway.   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7. Because of this, if a person’s life is not controlled by Christ, it is 
under the control of the evil one.  

D. Jesus’s parable of the returning spirit also stands as a warning against 
thinking that deliverance from the forces of evil is merely a matter of 
external moral renovation.  

1. Conversion is not just about cleaning up your act and conducting 
yourself in an outwardly respectable manner.  

2. Of course, moral renovation is a crucial part of Christian 
conversion.  

3. As the apostle John says in his first epistle, “No one born of God 
makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.” (1 Jn. 
3:9)  

4. John’s point in that passage is not that Christians never sin but that 
our lives are not characterized by the habitual and unopposed 
practice of sin.  

5. Those who have truly been born again hate sin and endeavor after 
new obedience.  

6. But the source of this endeavoring is a renovated heart that is filled 
with the Spirit of God.  

7. The person who tries to turn over a new leaf in his own power is 
merely tidying things up on the outside.  

8. He may have a measure of success in making the house more 
attractive from the exterior, but there is nothing new about the 
interior.  

9. His heart has not been changed.  

10. This is what Jesus is warning us against in this parable.  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11. The only way we can be safe from the tyrannical control of the 
prince of darkness is to be given over to the control of the One who 
is the light of the world.  

12. Only then can we live in the comfort of knowing that he who is in 
us is greater than he who is in the world.  


