
He Loved Us to the End 

It is sad that we are not going to be able to gather for public worship on 
Good Friday and Easter this year.  As far as I am aware, this will be the first 
time in my life when I am not in attendance at public worship on Easter 
Sunday.   Perhaps  some of  you would say the  same.   It  is  always  very 
moving to sing a hymn like “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” together in 
such a full sanctuary.  I will especially miss that this Sunday. 

Since today is Good Friday, I want to offer some brief thoughts on a couple 
verses from the Gospel of John and encourage you to spend time giving 
thanks to God for the great love that he has for us in Christ.  The first verse 
is from John 13, which marks the beginning of the section that is sometimes 
referred  to  as  the  Upper  Room  Discourse  (Jn.  13-16).   These  chapters 
contain the words of instruction that Jesus delivered to his disciples on the 
night of his betrayal.  In John 13:1, we read these words:  

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  

~ John 13:1 ESV

This is immediately followed by the account of Jesus washing his disciples’ 
feet.  When Peter protests that it is too degrading for Jesus to perform such 
a lowly act, Jesus responds by interpreting the foot-washing as a symbol of 
the washing of regeneration, saying, “If I do not wash you, you have no 
share with me.” (Jn. 13:8)  This helps us to see that the phrase “he loved 
them to the end” summarizes all  that Jesus did to ensure our salvation, 
with a special focus on his death on the cross.

This is confirmed in our second verse, which records Jesus’ dying words on 
the cross.  John 19:30 says, 



When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

~ John 19:30 ESV 

While the connection between John 13:1 and 19:30 is not as clear in the 
English translations, it is much more evident in the original Greek.  The 
verb that is translated as “finished” in John 19:30 is teleo, which comes from 
the same root as the noun that is translated as “end” in John 13:1, which is 
telos.  Taken together, John 13:1 and 19:30 declare that Jesus loved us to the 
end by dying on the cross in our place, making atonement for our sins.  

On Good Friday, our Lord finished the work that had to be done in order 
for us to be cleansed of our sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight.  
So let us respond to his great love for us by offering our whole lives in 
worship and service to him.
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